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Chavit out of jueteng? Common folk help turtles 

He's lying, says Erap find way back to the sea 

By Armand М. Nocum By Volt Contreras. 


| USTED President Estra- 
da yesterday said he did 
mot believe that his neme- 
sis and once close friend, 
Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis 
"Chavit" Singson, was no. 
CCHAVITIAIT 


BALANCED 


A WAVE of compassion for stranded sea tur- 
tles is giving environmentalists reasons to 
cheer. 

‘Two environmental advocacy groups sepa- 
rately reported to the Inquinen the silent hero- 
ws ics of common folk who have rescued, nur- 
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Let axe fall 
where it 
may, says 
Palace 


By Juliet Labog Javellana 


MALACANANG is determined to 
show that no one is untouchable 
in the Armed Forces. 

Responding to reports that cer- 
tain generals are facing investiga- 
tion by US authorities for suppos- 
edly having huge cash deposits 
abroad, Press Secretary Ig; 
Bunye spid in a statement: “The 
present controversies hounding 
the AFP should be taken ina post 
tive light, even as we deal with 
these issues in the spirit of fair 
ness and due process. Let the cold 

dence be examined with judi- 
ciousness, and the axe fall where 
itmay.” 

Malacañang, however, ignored 
reports that three Cabinet-level 
officials also had questionable 
cash deposits abroad, as alleged 
earlier by ex-military rebel Rex 
Robles 

In his statement, Bunye said 
nothing about Robles claim, 
which the latter had attributed to 
US authorities. 

Bunye is among a small group 
of government officials accompa- 
nying President MacapagabAr- 
royo in Vietnam for the Asia-Eu- 
rope summit. 

According to Bunye, the 
portant thing" is to convey to the 
soldiers and to the whole nation 
that “there are no sacred cows in 

LETAXEIAIS 


MAATHAI, environmental activist; 
first African woman to win. 


Nobel Peace 
Prize goes 
to Kenyan 
woman 


OSLO, Norway—Kenyan envi- 
ronmental activist Wangari 
Maathai won the Nobel Peace 
Prize on Friday for her work as 
leader of the Green Belt Move- 
ment, which has sought to em- 
power women, better the envi- 
ronment and fight corruption in 
Africa for almost 30 years. 
Maathai, Kenya's deputy e 
ronment minister, is the first 
African woman to win the prize 
since it was first awarded in 
1901. She has been international- 
iy recognized for her struggle for 
democracy, and gained recent at- 
tention for a campaign against 
land grabbing and rapacious de- 
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Probers see 
double cross 
in wealthy 
colonel’s slay 


By Fe Zamora. 


CORRUPTION in the mili 
tary has become so vicious 
it may have provoked the 
murder of an Army officer. 
Investigators said they 
were pursuing the angle 
that former Army logistics 
chief Col. Raul Heredia was 
Killed after he allegedly 
failed to give other officers 
their share of a commission. 
froma "big contract." 
“Corruption, yes, that is thean- 


р gle we are pursuing,” one of the 
Š investigators told the INQumtm, 
S referring to the murder that has .: 


remained unsolved the past 10 


Š months. 
2 Solution of the Heredia murder 


Historic gathering in Hanoi, Vietnam, brings for the fist time leaders of 39 countries from two continents during the Asia-Europe 5 meeting 
which aims to help each other address security threats, international trade and the global environment, President Arroyo joins her 


By Alcuin Papa 


THE PRACTICE of “conversion” is 
the primary source of corruption in 
the Armed Forces and accounts for 
the loss in the military budget of 
hundreds of millions of pesos, an 
ex-military rebel said yesterday. 


“This was how Rex Robles, a re- 
tired Navy commodore, ex- 
plained the practice: A unit or of- 
fce commander requests sup- 
plies or services and fils out the 
Corresponding forms. The goods 
or services are not actually deliv- 
егей, but these are certified so by 


We did it, CPP/NPA : 
says of Tabara slay 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
and Nestor Р. Burgos jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ITWAS our men who killed him. 

Thirteen days after Arturo 
‘Tabara was gunned down in a 
Quezon City parking lot, the 
Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines yesterday claimed responsi 
bility for the death of the break- 
away leftist leader. 

It said a unit of the New Peo- 
ples Army which had been ог. 
dered to take custody of Tabara 
“was forced to give battle and de- 
fend itself when Tabara drew his 
firearm.” 

Nineteen-year-old Stephen 
Ong, Tabards companion and 
boyfriend of his daughter, "was 
likewise slain as he was drawing 
his gun," the underground party 
said in a statement posted on its 
website 

CPP spokesperson Gregorio 
"Ka Roger" Rosal said officials of 
the Philippine National Police 
made it appear that Tabara and 


Ong were not armed "in order to 
portray them as defenseless vic- 
tims and gain public sympathy 
for them.” 

When asked why it took the 
rebels days to admit responsibili- 
ty. Rosal said the CPP waited for 
the full reports of the NPA arrest- 
ing team. 

"We [had] to study all the de- 
tails," Rosal explained in a mobile 
phone interview. 

The CPP statement said the 
NPA unit had come to arrest 
‘Tabara so he could face a "Special 
Peoples Court" to answer crimi- 
nal cases and complaints of hu- 
man rights violations allegedly 
filed against him. 

Police have said both Tabara 
and Ong were unarmed when 
they were shot in the parking lot 
of SM Fairview on Sept. 26. 

Colleagues of the slain leftist 
leader denied that Tabara and 
‘Ong were carrying guns when 
they were shot. 

“He (Tabara) was not armed 
and especially his companion, 
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counterparts on Friday to watch a cultural program presented by their Vietnamese host. (Story on Page A2) 


*Conversion' is source of AFP corruption 


an inspection officer. The check 
payment for the goods or services 
is "converted" to cash by the unit 
or office, or, in some cases, by the 
supplier of the supposed goods 
‘who gives the requesting officers 
their own cut. 

“The ones involved are the 
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General 
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| Lieutenant сала 
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ones who run the office or that 
command," Robles told reporters. 
“The commander himself, the 
‘comptroller and some people like 
the finance officer—all of them 
are involved.” 
He said the military developed 
CONVERSION/AIB 
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PAF pilot saves 100 GMA guards 


А PHILIPPINE Air Force pilot 
saved the lives of more than 100 
elite presidential guards yester- 
day when he made an emergency 
landing after the plane they were 
traveling in lost power in two of 


four engines, an official said. 
Capt. Manuel Zambrano, pilot 
of the C-130, shut down the inner 
right-wing engine when it 
showed an uncontrollable rise in 

PAFPILOTIAIG 


bas gained urgency with recurrent 
allegations about a supposed web 
of corruption in the Armed Forces 
One senior officer, a former mili- 
tary comptroller, is now facing in- 
vestigation by the Ombudsman for 
unexplained wealth 

The murder victim's uncle, re- 
tired Col. Agapito Heredia Sr, 
former chief of the Intelligence 
Service of the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines (Isafp), said it had 
been 10 months since the murder, 
but neither gunman nor master- 
mind had been arrested. 

“1 am disappointed. Raul is a 
ranking military officer on duty. 
"Why is nobody investigating this 
case?" the older Heredia, a sur- 
vivor of the Bataan Death March, 
complained. 

А least four investigating 
groups had looked into Heredia’ 
death and discounted several an- 
gles, one being that he might 
have been killed by a communist 
hitsquad. Another соту 
probers looked into was the love 
angle because Heredia was sepa- 
rated from his wife. But this, too, 
had been discarded, 

In the early morning of Dec. 23, 
2003, armed men aboard a motor 
cycle gunned down Heredia justas 
he was getting out of his car out- 
side his parents’ house on V Lu- 
ciano Street, Proj, 4, Quezon. 

He had come from his quarters 
in Camp Aguinaldo, about а 
10-minute drive away. 

‘After his death, Heredia was 
found to have allegedly main 
tained P14 million in total cash 
deposits with the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines Savings and Loans 
Association Inc. (AFPSLAD ard 
with the Air Materiel Savings and 
Loans Association Inc. (AMSLAD. 

"The investigation also showed 
that Heredia was the owner ofa re- 
sortin Los Baños, Laguna, and co 
do units in Baguio City and Makati 
City, and had several houses being 
constructed in Baras, Rizal. Не had 
also owned several vehicles, 

AFPGRAFTIAIG 


Only one lawmaker supports abolition of Congress 


By Carlito Pablo, 
Juliet Labog-Javellana. 
and Christine Avendaño 


EXPECTEDLY, only one member 
of Congress, a party-list represen- 
tative, is buying the proposal 
from President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's lawyer for Congress to be 


country cope with its fiscal diffi 
cultes. 

‘Anakpawis Rep. Crispin Bel- 
tran said he agreed with lawyer 
Romulo Macalintal that Congress 
‘ought to be done away with as he 
said Filipinos had come to regard 
the assembly as “a pit full of 
snakes and crocodiles where the 


fight over the nation's wealth." 
He said many also considered 
congress "a bastion of corrup- 
Чоп” that will not be missed at 
all. 

Citing his experience in the 
House, Beltran said Congress was 
also a failure in passing laws for 
the benefit ofthe Filipino people. 


his congressional colleagues in 
finding "nothing tragic or insult- 
ing" about Macalintal's proposal 
as various senators and represen- 
tatives yesterday took umbrage 
and came down hard on Macalin- 
tal and on Beltran himself 
Outraged legislators said the 
proposal was am assault on a 
democratic institution thar is 


Congress and warmed that it 
would plunge the country into 
revolution or another period of 
dictatorship. 

Even Malacafiang, apprehen- 
sive over what prickly lawmakers 
might do with its legislative agen- 
da, hurriedly distanced itself 
from the proposal of Macalintal, 
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THE JUSTICE department has af- 
‘firmed a Malacañang ruling stop- 
‘ping actor Edu Manzano from con- 
‘tinuing to appear in his television 
{programs after his appointment as 
"chief of the Optical Media Board. 
* па legal opinion dated Oct. 4, 
> Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez 
said Republic Act 6713, or the Code 
‘of Conduct for Ethical Standards for 
Public Officials and Employees, pro- 


hibited Manzano from continuing 
to practice his private profession. 

“Chairman Manzano is expected 
to devote his entire time and ener- 
gy in the performance of his duties 
andis then precluded from... other 
pursuits or occupations such as act- 
ing or appearing in television pro- 
grams," Gonzalez said. 

Chief state counsel Ricardo 
Paras Ш said the DOJ issued the 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


HANOI (via PLDT)—The fifth 
Asia-Europe Meeting formally 
opened yesterday in this Viet- 
namese capital attended by rep- 
resentatives from 39 countries, 
including the European Commis- 
{Е sion EO. 
Hes President Macapagal-Arroyo 
noted that nearly 50 years after 
World War П, leaders of Asia 
and Europe finally joined hands 
ina symbolic move to help each 
Ў other address security threats, 
international trade and global 
environmental challenges. 

"The colorful opening cere- 
monies were, however, damp- 
1, ened by several factors: the Bu- 

тореап Union's opposition to 
the accession of Myanmar to 
Asem; terror attacks on Thurs- 
day, which hit ап Indonesia 
embassy in Paris and beach re- 
sorts paced with Israeli 
tourists on the Red Sea; and 
the extreme security measures. 
t being implemented by the Viet- 
| namese government, which 
if virtually kept out mediamen 
Ж from most summit events. 
AE. Heads of stare and govern 
JE ent arrived at the Ba Dinh Hall 
ocated at ће heart of Hanoi on 
board black limousines. 
|, М Arroyo, who.donned а 


Asia-Europe meet 
opens in Hanoi 


cream suit, is the only woman- 
head of state attending the 
summit. 

Except for cameramen and 
photographers (two per coun- 
try), mediamen were banned 
from covering the opening cer- 
emonies, working lunch and 
all four sessions, including the 
gala dinner, yesterday, 

‘On the agenda of the closed- 
door sessions were: intema- 
tional development and new 
global challenges such as the 
Kyoto protocol future of Asem, 
promoting the Asia-Europe 
economic partnership in the 
context of globalization and 
open regionalism, and cultural 
diversity and national cultures 
in the age of information tech- 
nology and globalization. 

President Arroyo was ac- 
companied by presidential 
spokesperson Ignacio Bunye, 
"Trade Secretary Cesar Purisi- 
ma and Foreign Affairs Secre- 
tary Alberto Romulo. 

Ms Arroyo supported Myn- 
тагъ aceession into Asem on 
Thursday, saying Asem should 
“promote a positive image for 
our respective countries and 
regions, such as providing 
Myanmar with the opportunity 
to engage the rest of the 
world." 
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opinion after Manzano appealed * 


Malacafiang’s decision barring 
im from appearing in his ABS- 
CBN Channel 2 television shows. 
Manzano is a co-host of the 
daily noontime "Masayang Tang- 
half Bayan” program and also ap- 
pears in other ABS-CBN shows. 
On March 15, Deputy Execu- 
tive Secretary Manuel Gaite ruled 
that he should no longer appear 
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in these shows. 

Paras said Manzano would have 
to resign if he insists on continuing 
‘with his private profession, 

He noted that RA 6713 pro- 
hibits public officials from engag- 
ing in “the private practice of 
thelr profession unless autho- 
rized by the Constitution or law, 
provided that such practice will 
mot conflict or tend to conf 


um told: No, sir, you can't ie both TV emcee and gov’t exec 


with official functions." 

Paras said Manzano argued that 
the profession being referred were 
the kind that required going 
through a system of government 
examinations. The DOJ disagreed. 

"Contrary to his assertion, the 
word profession should be taken 
in its usual signification to mean 
any principal calling,” Gonzalez 
said. Philip C. Tubeza 


Task force versus tax 
credit scam faces ax 


By Michelle V. Remo 
THE CONTROVERSIAL task 


force assigned to investigate 


cases of tax credit fraud now faces abolition unless Mala- 
cafiang extends the life of the embattled agency which ex- 


pired last Oct. 7. 

"The Special Presidential Task 
Force 156 (SPTF) said it would 
begin turning over its responsibi- 
lies to the Department of Justice 
if it fails to get a word from Mala- 
cañang soon that its life would be 
extended. 

‘The task force, however, has 30 
days to wind down its operations 
before formally shutting down, 

Finance Secretary Juanita 
Amatong earlier recommended 
the extension of the life of the 
SPTE saying it was important in 
the fight against tax credit fraud. 

She, however, proposed that su- 
pervisionofthe SPTF be transferred 
to the Office of the President be- 
саше it was improper for the fi 
nance department to “police itself” 

SPTF Executive Director Alan 
Ventura said he still hopes Mala- 
cafiang would extend its life, со 
sidering the volume of cases it is- 
pursuing 
“What we are doing now is 
making inventory of documents, 
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But itis still too early in the day to 
say (that SPTF will not get an ex- 
tension) " Ventura said. 

SPTR created during the Estra- 
da administration after the dis- 
covery of PS.3 billion worth of 
lost revenues due to tax credit 
fraud in the 1990s, is being ac 
cused burning witnesses and de- 
liberately bungling its own cases 
in exchange for some favors, 

ЗРТЕ an attached agency of 
the Department of Finance, is al 
so being criticized for not win- 
ning a single tax credit fraud case 
despite its P2-million monthly 
budget and for the recent dis- 
missals of its cases because of 
“lack of interest" to prosecute. 

But officals of the SPTF have 
strongly denied the accusations. 

"The Senate blue ribbon commit- 
tee had initiated an inquiry into op- 
erations of the controversial agency. 

After being battered in the Sen- 
ate inquiry, SPTF Co-chair Inocen- 
cio Ferrer Jr. was sacked by Mala- 
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cafiang. His camp, however, said 
Ferrer tendered his resignation. 
Тах credit fraud witnesses, in- 
cluding Marlene Marquez and 
Philip Santiago of the DOF's One- 
Stop Shop Duty and Credit Draw- 
back Center, and Felix Chingkoe 
have criticized the SPTP for tag- 
ging them as suspects in the tax 


E a a 
move could be meant to deliber- 
ately weaken their credibility and 
the cases themselves. 

Marquez processes applications 
for tax credit while Santiago keeps 
OSS records and documents. OSS 
is a unit under the DOF that pro- 
cesses applications for tax credits. 


Former top Shell official 
included in Chingkoe case 


By Armand М. Nocum 


OMBUDSMAN Simeon Marcelo 
has ordered the inclusion of Pacifi- 
со Cruz, former general manager 
of Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corp., 
as respondent in the P5.3-billion 
tax credit scam involving the 
Chingkoe group of companies. 

‘Then Ombudsman Aniano De- 
sierto had recommended the 
dropping of Cruz from the graft 
case earlier brought before the 
Sandiganbayan. 

‘Special Prosecutor Dennis Vil- 
la-1gnacio expressed surprise at 
Desiertos decision to exclude 
Cruz from the case. 

Asa result, the Sandiganbayan 
granted in 2001 the Ombuds- 
man’s motion, citing jurispn 
dence stating that a prosecutor is 
"under no compulsion to file a 
particular criminal information 
where he is not convinced that he 
has evidence to support the alle- 
gations thereof” 

But Villa-Ignacio disagrees. 

“Ombudsman Marcelo wants 
him reinstated because Shell is 
among the biggest users" of the al 
legedly spurious tax credit certi 
cates (TCCs), Villa-Ignacio said. 

“We are surprised by what hap- 
pened,” he said of the exclusion 
of Cruz, who is accused of al- 
legedly making the decision for 
Shell to use the allegedly fake 
TCCs to pay its tax liabilities, 
among others. 


Villa-Ignacio issued the state- 
ment amid fears that the culprits 
and the beneficiaries in the multi- 
billion tax credit scam have been 
allowed to get off the hook. 

‘They noted that couple Faustino 
and Gloria Chingkoe have not yet 
been formally charged in court. 

Chingkoe, chair of the 
Chingkoe groupof companies, 
portedly hatched the scam to de- 
fraud the government of billions 
of pesos in revenues. 

А ТСС serves as a proof oba 
company’s claim for tax credits, 
which are granted either to ex. 
porting firms that are entitled to 
duty-free privileges or to those 
that have tax refunds. 

In the case of the 11 Chingkoe 
companies, Faustino Chingkoe 
was found to have conspired with 
government officials to secure 
TCCseven if they were "not quali- 
fied or legally entitled to avail of 
tax credit." 

Graft charges were filed 
against Faustino, his brother Felix 
and Rosita and as well аз Antonio 
R Belicena, former undersecre- 
tary and executive director of the 
Department of Finance, Uldarico 
Andutan, among others, before 
the Sandiganbayan six years ago. 

Felix used to head the company, 
but was unseated by Faustino in 
1995. The Ombudsman recently 
decided to grant Рейх and his wife 
immunity, after the later umed 
state witness in the tax credit cases 


Mandaue mayor denies 
owning raided warehouse: 


By Jhunnex Napallacan and 
Jolene Bulambot, PDI V Bureau 
and Philip C. Tubeza 


CEBU CITY—A fuming Mandaue 
Ску Mayor Thadeo Ouano yeser- 
doy denied ownership of one ofthe 
three warehouses used as shabu lab- 
orttory by an international drug syn- 
dicate for the manufacure of shabu. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez who was quoted as the source 
of the report, however, denied 
saying that the mayor owns one 
of the warehouses raided by the 
police in Mandaue Cit. 

When contacted yesterday 
Gonzalez said that what he said 
‘on Thursday was that a relative of 
Ouano owned the warehouse. 

Gonzales said he never men- 
tioned the name of Mayor Ouano 
because the "Ouamo family 
could be anyone other than the 
mayor since there are many 
‘Ouanos in Mandaue City 

However, the nomen had 
specifically asked Gonzalez during 
the press briefing if it was true that 
the mayor owned the warehouse 
and he answered inthe affirmative. 

He even volunteered the infor 
mation that Mayor Ouano also 
owned the wharf. 

‘Gonzalez told the same thing to 
other reporters who interviewed 
him on Thursday morning. 

But Gonzalez yesterday clari- 


fied that what he said was that he 
received an information from Ce- 
bu about the existence of a ware- 
house allegedly owned by the 
Ouano family, which is also locat- 
ed near a seaport also owned by 
the Ouano family. 

Mayor Ouano said he was 
shocked when he read the news 
yesterday linking him to one of 
the warehouses raided by the ро- 
lice on Sept. 24 

He said he would file a P100 
million libel suit against Gonza- 
lez and the Cebu Daily News 
which headlined the story on 
Thursday. 

“Му family is upset. Lam upset 
about the report. There is no 
truth toit. In fact, I have evidence 
to prove that the family does not 
own any of the warehouses re- 
ferred to," the mayor said in а 
press conference yesterday. 

“Lam willing to submit myself 
10 an investigation (and) lifestyle 
check .. . My lawyers are study- 
ing what legal moves we should 
take, This is a case of irresponsi- 
ble journalism,” Ouano said. 

Gonzalez had said that the 
warehouse supposedly owned by 
the Ouano family was rented or 
leased by one of the suspects ar- 
rested in the raid, 

Ouano said records would 
show that he did not own any of 
the warehouses raided, 
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Labor department rules out new round of wage increases 
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By Martin Marfil 


THE DEPARTMENT 
of Labor and Employ- 
ment yesterday ruled 
out granting a new 
round of wage in- 
creases, saying that 
the regional wage 
boards have just 
sued wage orders. 
DOLE spokesperson 
and Assistant Director 
Benedicto — Emesto 
Bitonio said there sno 
existing “supervening” 
event to justify a sec; 
‘ond round of wage n» 
creasesthisyear. n 
“Our position here. 
at DOLE has mot 
changed. The regiona} 
wage boards have is- 
sued wage orders the 
last four months and it 
is now our focus that 
these wage orders are 
implemented, rather 
than talk again about а 
new round of wage in; 
creases,” Bitonio said 
ina press conference. 
Militant workers 
citing the recent 
creases in oil prices, 
are pushing for a leg; 
islated P125 а day 
wage increase nation- 
wide. Also this week, 
а Social Weather Stæ 
tions survey said that 
hunger stalks about 
15 percent of Filipino 
households. ту 
Bitonio, howevel 
said the issue of 
creasing the minimum 
wage is a complex de- 
cision which takes in- 
to account the individ: 
ual needs of workers 
and the capacity ofthe 


; employers to absorb 


the increases “within 
the larger context of 
theeconomy” "' 


BoC forms 
anti-smuggle 
task groups, 


CUSTOMS Commis 
sioner Jorge Jereot 
yesterday said he has 
created several task 
groups to run after 
smugglers. 

Jereos, whom Presis 
dem Macapagi-Ar- 
royo designated as the 
countrys anismug- 
sling czar, said the task 
groups are keeping a 
tight watch on various 
industries known to Бе 
havens of smugglers. 

Jereos, however 
refused to give details 
‘on the task groups 50 
as not to “telegraph 
our punches.” 

Jereos was also 
asked by the Presi- 
dent to come up with 
ап order of battle 
against smugglers. 

Jereos said the Bu- 
reau of Customs has 
made arrangements 
with the United Co- 
conut Planters Bank 
to give the BoC a 
credit line to buy 
commodities at the 
value declared by 
their importers. 

"Rr example, if 
they declared the val 
we of a shipment at 
100,000 but its actual 
value is P1 million, we 
will buy it at P100,000 
and then sell it back to 
the private sector at PL 
million,” Jereos said. 

That way, he said 
the government 
would not only deal 
with smugglers. but 
will also raise addi- 
tional revenue. Juliet 
Labog-Javellana 


S. Garcia; 65 


SEVERINA C. Garcia, 
known to many as "Ate 
Bebec died of heart 
attack on Oct. 2, 2004 
in Vallejo, Calilomia, 
USA. She was 65 years 
‘old. She is survived by 
husband Conrado; 
children Evelyn; Emir 
lie and Obet; ismael 
and Rosalie; Мей and 
Bing; Asser; Elaine and 
Eric, grandchildren; 
brother, sisters and in- 
laws, She wil be 
buried today. 
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2 RP sailors 
killed in botched 
safety exercise 


SYDNEY, Australia—Two Filipino seamen 
were killed in a safety exercise aboard a ship 
off the coast of northwestern Australia, media 
reported Friday. 

"The accident happened Thursday night 
as five men were being lowered into the 
ocean as part of the exercise 4 km off Port 
Hedland from the irch ore carrier Lowlands 
Grace when their life raft suddenly dropped 
30 meters, Australian Broadcasting Corp. 
Radio reported. 

‘Two men died and three were injured, one 
witha broken leg and one with spinal injuries, 
the ABC reported. Their identities were not 
immediately released. 

Local police sergeant Peter Hayes described 
the incident as a tragic accident, "considering 
it was from an exercise which you would as- 
Sume was to stop this type of incident occur 
ring in real life.” 

The navy ship HMAS Melbourne was the first 
onthe scene, and rescued the three survivors. 

“The ship's Cmdr. Verne Duteske paid tribute 
to the actions of his crew. 

"The swimmers and the medics did a super. 
job of getting straight in and freeing the guy 
who was trapped underwater and treating the 
Other casualties and conducting CPR and 
looking after the carriers until the doctor ar- 
rived and assisted,” he said. 

Investigators planned to interview the 
crew of the 270-meter long Hong Kong 
flagged bulk carrier later Friday. АР 


SC reaffirms death 
for convict who 
questioned quorum 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE SUPREME COURT has reaffirmed the death 
sentence on a rape convict who questioned the 
tribunal’ earlier ruling due to a lack of quorum. 

In a 22-page ruling dated Sept. 29, the high 
court affirmed the death sentence on Gerry Н. 
Ebio for raping his 11-year-old daughter in 
Sorsogon in June 2000. 

“(Ebio) is clutching at straws. He was con- 
victed on the basis of the evidence presented 
by the prosecution and not on his guilty plea,” 
the tribunal said. 

However, the court did not rule on the con- 
stitutional question on the number of justices 
required to constitute a quorum when the 
high court holds an en banc session, 

On Sept. 7, the tribunal recalled its October. 
2002 decision affirming Ebio's death sentence 
after he pointed out that only seven of the 14 
high court justices signed the ruling. Seven 
other justices were on leave at that time. 

‘This time 12 justices, including Chief Jus- 
tice Hilario Davide J, signed the decision. 

‘Associate Justices Adolfo Azcuna and Mi 
ta Chico-Nazario were on leave. 

‘The tribunal set ће case for re-deliberation 
after it noted that the Constitution was silent 
оп whether having only seven justice present 
inan en banc session constitutes a quorum. 

But after re-deliberation, the court said the 
Sorsogon Regional Trial Court was correct in 
finding Ebio guilty beyond reasonable doubt 
and sentencing him to death. 

“1t is highly improbable for a daughter to 
‘go out in public to falsely accuse her father of 
rape if it were not true,” the court said. 

“tis against human nature for a girl to fab- 
ticate a story that would expose herself as 
well as her family to a lifetime of dishonor, es- 
pecially when her charge could mean the 
death of his own father,” it added. 

The court also awarded the victim 
P125,000 in moral and civil damages and ad- 
ditional P25,000 for exemplary damages. 

“Exemplary damages should be awarded to 
deter fathers with perverse tendencies and 
aberrant sexual behavior from sexually abus- 
ing their daughters," the court said. 

"The high court had agreed to take a second 
look at bios case after he raised the issue of 
‘whether the votes of only seven justices can valid- 
ly impose the death penalty and whether there ва 
need for a quorum when the court sits in en banc. 
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Corrections 


IN THE Sports section (Page A26) of the 
Oct. 4 issue, the obituary of the late bas- 
Xetball player Engracio "Boy" Arazas 
omitted the names of his wife and other. 
children. He is survived by his wife Azu- 
сепа Arazas and children Nerissa, 
Eileen, Cristina, Annalisa, Geronimo 
and Hazel Joy; and companion Tessie 
and children Jayjay and Pingoy. 


IN THE Oct. 6 issue, the caption of an 
Across the Nation photo on Page A19 er- 
roneously identified the affiliation of the 
protesters who demonstrated outside 
the Government Service Insurance Sys- 
tem office in Пойо City on Monday. The 
rally was staged by members ofthe Con- 
federation for the Unity, Recognition 
and Advancement of Government Em- 
ployees (Courage), not by employees of 
the GSIS. The photo should also have 
been credited to Chris Femandez—not 
Nestor P Burgos. Due to a technical 
glitch, the corrections were not included 
in the photo that came out ín yesterday's 
correction box. 

THE OFFICER shown in yesterday's 
front page photo is not Army Chief Lt. 
Gen. Efren Abu. He is actually Brig. Gen. 
Jovito Palparan, former chief of the 
Philippine contingent to Iraq and now 
Army chief of staff. Abu appeared before 
а Senate hearing the other day and sent 
Palparan to represent him. 

Readers may send their request for core 
поп of factual errors in writing to Gerry Lirio, 
Sy adon. Pipe Daly mauve; PD 
Віта, Chino Roces Avenue comer Mascar- 
do Street, Makati Ciy: fex Nos. 897-4793/94. 
тай adéresesgloióGinquirercom.ph and 
daydesk@inquirercom.ph. © 

Complaints about lack of fomes or objec, 
tivity may be sent to Raul Palabrica, readers 
advocate, the same address and fax numbers as 
those of the city editor, and email ad- 
dressrpalabrionHnquirercom ph 
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From page Al 
who is the President's election lawyer 
and is representing her in the electoral 
protest filed by losing rival Fernando 
PoeJr. 

"Before members of Congress be- 
come unduly agitated by this propos- 
al, it should be stressed that Macalin- 
tal aired it not as the election lawyer 
ofthe President but in his own person- 
al capacity" said Gabriel Claudio, the. 
Presidents political adviser who 
heads the Presidential Legislative Li- 
aison Office. 

Claudio said the President preferred 
to work with Congress, not do away 
with itas Macalintal had suggested. 

“Rather than throw away its good- 
will and rapport with Congress, the Ex- 
ecutive intends to work hard with its 
members to lick the fiscal crisis, espe- 
cially in the field of legislation where. 
those fiscal reform measures proposed 
by the executive branch are absolutely 
essential" he said. 

Claudio said he believes Macalintal's 
proposal was made without malice but. 
asa constructive suggestion to avoid a 
full-blown financial crisis. 


Hike martial law 

Macalintal has proposed that Congress. 
be abolished for a three-year period as a 
way of raising funds to cover the budget. 
deficit and also to give the county a 
respite from partisan bickering. He said 
the government could save P67.7 billion, 
representing the combined three-year 
budget ofthe Senate and the House. 


aker supports abolition 


Rep. Francis Nepomuceno (NPC, Pam- 
panga) said this was ridiculous as Congress! 
budget represented only 3 percent of the 
annual national appropriations. 

Nepomuceno bristled at the sugges- 
tion that Congress be abolished, saying it 
‘was tantamount to declaring martial law. 

He recalled that the late dictator Fer- 
dinand Marcos padlocked Congress af- 
ter declaring martial law in 1972 and 
ran the country by decree. 

“Marcos tried it but it didn't work,” 
hesaid. 

Deputy Speaker Rep. Gerry Salapud- 
din (Lakas, Basilan) described the 
Macalintal proposal as a "hostile act at 
the country's democratic institution.” 


‘Outrageous’ 

“Its an outrageous and insensible 
proposal,” Salapuddin said, adding that. 
the proposal should be ignored. 

He said Filipinos should consider 
democracy dead if the Macalintal pro- 
posal is adopted. 

He also blamed Malacafiang for the 
“fiscal mess” and accused the Palace of 
making a “whipping boy" of Congress 
"because it is an easy institution to uti- 
lize for public attention.” 

House Majority Leader Rep. Prospero 
Nograles (Lakas, Davao City) directed 
his ire at Beltran whose statements sup- 
porting Macalintals proposal were, he 
said, "unfair and improper” 

"Be careful. Your peers and col 
leagues will not take this kindly" No- 
grales advised Beltran. 

As for Macalintal, Nograles said he 


should “just stick to election lawyering.” 


Nograles also virtually accused Bel- 
tran of hypocris 

“If Congress is that bad, how come 
their group branched into new party- 
list organizations just to gain more 
seats in the House,” Nograles said. 

‘Beltran was a representative of the 
left-leaning Bayan Muna party-list 
group during the 12th Congress. Before 
his term expired, he and another Bayan 
Мила member Liza Maza gave way to 
the group's second-liners. 

Beltran and Maza subsequently put 
up the Bayan Muna-affliated Anakpaw- 
is and Gabriela party-list groups which 
ran for places in the May 10 party-list 
elections. The Bayan Muna bloc now has 
six representatives in Congress. 


Colleague disagrees 

Even Beltran's Anakpawis colleague, 
Rafael Mariano, does not agree wit 
him on the issue. 

Mariano said the real néed isto “replace 
the present reactionary Congress with a 
genuine and pro-people Congress." 

Another partylist Rep. Renato Mag- 
tubo (Partido ng Manggagawa) dismissed 
Macalinals proposal as “bad comedy" 

"With Congress gone, there won't be 
anybody to check and balance an inept 
and corrupt executive branch,” said 
Magtubo, adding that it is Malacafiang 
that should be abolished. 

“That would be disastrous," he said. 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon said the Маса. 
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of Congress 


intal proposal was “asking for a revolu- 
tion” as Macalintal's suggestion that the 
President appoint members of the con- 
stitutional commission would be "un- 
constitutional." The Executive does not 
have such powers, he sid, 

"The only way [the Macalintal pro- 
posal] can be achieved is through a rev- 
olution similar to the People Power rev- 
olution of Edsa 1 where the Constitution. 
was abrogated and a dictator allowed 
torule without a Congress,” Biazon said 
inastatement. 


Who will be dictator? 

The first post-Edsa President, Cora- 
zon Aquino, exercised dictatorial pow- 
ers in a provisional government from 
February 1986 to July 1987 when a new 
Constitution was drawn up. 

"The only problem with this solution 
is who will be the dictator? Who will 
lead the revolution? Will the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines support such а 
revolution?" asked Biazon. 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile said he dis- 
agreed with Macalintal's proposal be- 
cause the country did not need "anoth- 
er dictatorship.” 

"You abolish Congress, what democ- 
racy would you have [with] a President 
issuing decrees?” Enrile told reporters. 

He also questioned Macalintal's right 
tomake such a proposal. 

“He better run for public office first be- 
fore he proposed an abolition of Congress. 
Ies like saying lets abolish the legal profes 
sion," he said, With a report from Julie S. 
Alipala, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 


Austrian writer of sex violence, politics wins Nobel for literature 


STOCKHOLM—Austria's Elfriede Je- 
linek won the Nobel Prize for Literature. 
оп Thursday for novels and plays that 
starkly depict violence against women, 
explore sexuality and condemn far- 
right politics in Europe. 

"The 57-year-old author, best-known 
for her semi-autobiographical novel 
"The Piano Teacher—made into a 
movie in 2001—was a surprise winner. 


RISD‘ Canon Olivetti Savin 
Also Available : LIQUID COPIERS 


She is the first Austrian and ninth wom- 
an to win literature's highest accolade. 

Jelinek said at her Viennese home 
she felt "more desperation than happi- 
ness” at the news, saying it would tum. 
her into what she "never wanted to 
bea person in the public eye.” 

The reclusive writer, said by one edi- 
tor to “show no mercy either to her 
themes or to herself.” said she would 


Nobel Peace Prize goes to Kenyan woman 


ment has planted more than 30 
lion trees across Africa. 


‘cused on other candidates. 


First for environment 


not expect this." 
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forestation. The Green Belt Move- 


“We believe that Maathai is a strong 
voice speaking for the best forces in 
Africa to promote peace and good liv- 
ing conditions on that continent! the 
Nobel committee said in its citation. 
With a record 194 nominations, 
the committee had a broad field to 
choose from and speculation had fo- 


Maathai, said she, too, was surprised. 

“Lam absolutely overwhelmed and 
very emotionally charged, really" she 
told Norwegian state television. “I did 


twas the first time the prize honored 


not collect the 10 million crown ($1.36 
million) prize in person. 

"Tam not mentally able to withstand 
that. I have a social phobia and cannot 
stand these large crowds of people,” she 
said 

Her unemotional descriptions of the 
power play in sex and human relations, 
and outspoken political views, have alien- 
ated many in her native Austria but have 


work to preserve the environment. 
- During the 2001 centennial an- 
niversary of the prize, the committee. 
had said it wanted to widen the scope 
of the award, induding honoring 
those who worked to improve the en- 
vironment, as well as contributed to 
advancing peace worldwide. 

“This the first time environment seis 
the agenda for the Nobel Peace Prize, 
and we have added a new dimension to 
peace. We want to work for a better life 
environment in Africa,” said committee 
chair Ole Danbolt Mjoes. 

Many observers had speculated 
that the committee might try to send 
а message about the US-led war in 
Iraq, asit did in 2002, when members 
said the choice of former US Presi- 
dent Jimmy Canter should be seen as 
criticism of the Bush administration's 
move to topple Saddam Hussein. 


also won her respect as а fearless feminist 
writer who makes bold use of language. 

“She has absolute moral and politica 
integrity" Delf Schmidt of her publish 
ers Berlin Berlag said. 

Вот in 1946 to a father of Czech- 
Jewish origins and a Viennese mother, 
she studied music at the Vienna Conser- 
vatory before making her literary debut 
with a collection of poems in 1967. 


FrompageAl 


The choice ofthe 64-year-old Maathai 
was a clear answer that the committee 
‘eschewed politics this time around. 


Criticism 

Morten Hoeglund, a member of Nor- 
ways Progres Pany, criticized the 
choice, saying there were more pressing 
issues such as weapons of mass destruc- 
sion that che Nobel Committee should 
have focused оп. 

“Today we have problems with nu- 
clear arms and technology gone astray. 
"The Nobel Commitee should spend 
more resources on these matters in- 
stead,” he said. 

Indeed, oddsmakers and specula- 
tion had pointed to Mohamed ElBa- 
radei and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency as likely winners. 

Last years award went to Iranian 
Shirin Ebadi 

Maathai is the sev- 
emh African to win 
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the Nobel Peace Prize, 
Previous winners from 
the continent include 
UN Secretary.General 
Кой Annan, who 
shared the prize with- 
the United Nations in 
2001, and Nelson 
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lice to recover loose 
firearms and disman- 
Ме private armed 
groups (PAGs) main- 
tained by politicians. 
Aglipays orders 
were prompted by a 
three-part лае se- 
ries im September 
about the existence of 
PAGsand the apparent 
lawlessness in Abra. 
Beginning today 
Aglipay said the PNP 
would launch a series 
of raids in the province 
against politicians and 
other residents be- 
lieved to be maintain- 


the mayor did not an- 
wer his mobile phone. 

Police are now 
preparing — criminal 
‘charges against Criso- 
logo for alleged illegal 


By С. Esguerra and 
Artha Kira Paredes 
PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau 


POLICE arrested an 
Abra town mayor and possession of firearms 
two alleged members and for harboring 
of his private armed fugitives 

group during a raid Сіѕоюво arrest 
On his house and came on the eve of 
Seized at least five un- PNP chief Edgar Agli- 
licensed firearms. рауз deadline for all 

Members of Task Abra politicians to 
Force Abra апеей surrender their loose 
Mayor Edwin Crisolo- firearms. The dead- 
go of Tineg town on line expired yesterday 
the strength ofa search Aglipay earlier or- 
Warrant, said Senior dered Cordillera po- 
Supt. Leopoldo Bataoil, 
Philippine National Po- 
lice spokesperson. 

Seized during the 
raid Thursday оп 
Grisologo's house in 
Barangay Ubbog, 
Bangued, were five 
138 cal. pistols, two 
bullet-proof vests, as- 
sorted bulles and 
empty shells. 

Also arrested dur- 
ing the raid were Al- 
fredo Zapata and Ben- 
jie Califlores, said to 
be among the mayor's 
bodyguards. Zapata is 
wanted by police for 


| you find 
the best, 


arson and Califlores, WSA 
n провели са 


en to the Abra police 
headquarters in Camp 
Juan Villamor for 
questioning. 

The Ingum tried to 
contact Crisologo but 


JOBMarket 
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` Government Warning 


be sought from courts 
based in Metro Manila, 
the PNP chief said. 
Aglipay stepped up 
the campaign against 
private armies by can- 
сейл all permits to 
сапу firearms outside 
of residence in the en- 
tire Abra province. 
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Abra mayor arrested; 
firearms seized in raid 


Luzon rocked by quake of 6.6 magnitude : 


By Ruben Alabastro 


A STRONG earth- 
quake jolted Metro 
Manila and a wide 
area of Luzon at 10:36 
last night, rocking 
buildings and knock- 
ing out power in some 
areas but there were 
no immediate reports 
of casualties. 

Scores of people 
rushed out of their 
houses in residential 
areas and in some 
buildings in Metro 
Manila and streamed 
into the streets in a 


nd 


mild panic but there. 
were no immediate 
reports of casualties, 
The quake regis- 
tered a magnitude of 
6.6 on the Richter 
Scale and was cen- 
tered 67 km south- 
west of Tagaytay City 
in Cavite, seismolo- 
gists said. The Philip- 
pine Institute of Vol- 
canology and Seis- 
mology said it was of 
tectonic origin and 


strongest in the Puer- 
to Galera in Mindoro, 
in Tagaytay City, in 
los Baños, Laguna, 
in San Femando, 
Pampanga, and Mal- 


t TAGAYTAY, I 


olos, Bulacan, where 
it registered an inten- 
sityof5. 

It was felt at inten- 
siy 4 in Manila, 
Taguig, Pasay, and 


Pasig and in Lucban, 
Quezon and Talisay,- 
Batangas. И regis- 
tered an intensity 3 
in Quezon City and at 
Clark Air Base. 


P V Ns ON 
EXECUTIVE VILLAGE $ 
к A minute drive to ROTUNDA / 
originated from a о tae oO Е 
depth of 94 km. It M ‘and OLIVAREZ PLAZA 


was cued by e Ma АЕ 
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T knocked out т. 
power in Orani, 
Bataan and Olon- иеш te sea Ne: жез аА 
gapo City, and caused У 2003 LEADING CONDOMINIUM DEVELOPER (Praiéerisi varies) 


Buildings to sway. 
Volcanologists said 
the quake was felt 
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ЛАВА, Egypt—At least 26 people 
ere Killed and scores injured 
hen car bombs exploded at re- 

“sorts packed with Israeli holiday- 

makers on the Red Sea coast of 

, Egypt's Sinai desert in attacks Is- 

Qj rael blamed Friday on al-Qaida. 

fi; The most powerful of the explosions ate 

ү Thursday lef a trail of camage and destruc- 

“tion at the 10-story Hilton Hotel in Taba, a 
4 town just across the Israeli border, that host- 
ей Israeli-Palestinian peace talks in 2001. 

According to our first information, it 
appears tobe an intemational terror attack 
with the hallmarks of al-Qaida,” said 1s- 


|, PROUDLY PRESENTS 


rael deputy defense minister, Zeev Boim. 

"The explosions occurred as Israelis 
were celebrating the end of the Jewish 
holiday of Sukkot, and followed official 
warnings that Israelis should keep out 
of the Sinai because of possible attacks. 

Estimates of the number of dead var- 
ied through the night as rescuers combed 
the rubble of the hotel searching for sur- 
vivors and bodies after the attacks, one of 
the deadliest on Egyptian soil. 

‘According to the latest toll given by 
the Israeli media, the bodies of 24 peo- 
ple were found at the hotel while anoth- 
er two people were killed in attacks in 
restaurants in the backpacker resort of 


4 


— 


Ras Sultan, near Nuweiba further south. 

Israels ambassador to Egypt, Eli 
Shaked, said he had been informed that 
most of the victims were Egyptians, 
while Moscow said one Russian was 
killed and eight injured. London said 
two Britons were among the wounded. 

Throughout the night, Israelis streamed 
across the border checkpoint benween Ta- 
ba and the Israeli resort of Eilat as ambu- 
lances shuttled back and forth bearing 
bloodied victims, including children. 

"There was a terrible explosion. In a 
matter of seconds everything had col- 
lapsed, it was awful, said Liron, а 24- 
year-old Israeli woman. 


Israeli police said the explosion was 
caused by a powerful car bomb detonated 
near the entrance to the four star Hilton, 
destroying a wing of the Israeli-built es- 
tablishment used mostly by Israelis. 
Footage showed collapse staircases 
and tangled piles of metal and concrete. 
“There were whole families who 
threw themselves out of the windows 
rather than perish in the flames," anoth- 
er woman told Israeli public television. 
“The explosions came amid a massive Is- 
таей army offensive in the north of the 
Gaza Strip, a wedge of land near the border 
with Egypt, that has left more than 90 
Palestinians dead in less than 10 days. AFP 
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ISRAELI girls cry following the attack on the 
Hilton Taba Hotel in the Egyptian Red sea 
resort on Oct. 8. 


US hits Fallujah; 
rockets strike 
Baghdad hotel 


BAGHDAD—US warplanes bomb the rebel- 
held city of Fallujah early Friday, killing at 
least 10 people, medics said, just hours after 
rockets slammed into a Baghdad hotel used 
by foreign journalists and contractors. 

As US and Iraqi troops battled to Iraq's 
bloody insurgency, militiamen loyal to a radi- 
cal Shiite Muslim cleric offered to surrender 
major weapons in return for the release of 
prisoners and a role in Iraq's political process. 

‘The US air strike targeted a попћет dis- 
trict of Fallujah at 1:30 am., an AFP corre- 
spondent said. 

“We have received 10 dead and 16 wound- 
ed,” said Dr. Khaled Mohammad Nasser of 
Fallujah’s general hospital. 

‘American warplanes pound the Sunni Arab 
bastion almost daily targeting what US officials 
say are supporters of Abu Mussab al-Zarqawi, he 
‘most wanted man for the interim government. 

Zarqawi's Unity and Holy War group is 
blamed for a string of deadly attacks and be- 
headings of hostages. 

Earlier, military officials said US and Iraqi 
troops had captured nearly 60 suspected insur- 
gents inthe first three days of a joint assault on 
pockets of insurgency south of Baghdad. 

Some 2,000 US and Iraqi forces combed the 
dangerous bit of farming towns—Mahmudiyah, 
Latifiyah and Iskandariyah—known as the trian- 
gle of death, where insurgents have killed and 
kidnapped foreigners and locals for months. 

Four marines, three Iraqi national guards- 
men and three civilians have been wounded 
inthe fighting so far. 

Meanwhile, two rockets hit Baghdad's 
Sheraton Hotel, followed by gunfire, but 
there were no reports of any serious casual- 
ties, officials and witnesses said. 

“it looks like they may have been fired from 
close range,” US military spokesperson Maj. 
Philip Smith said of the rockets. 

A guest at the heavily fortified hotel said: "T 
was working at my computer when 1 heard 
loud explosions followed by some gunfire.” 

Fire was seen blazing from the Sheraton after 
the attack at about 7 p.m. on Thursday although 
the guest said thesituation calmed later. AFP 


Howard expected 
to win 4th term 
by slim margin 


SYDNEY—Australians go to the polls Satur- 
дау with conservative Prime Minister John 
Howard narrowly favored to win a fourth 
term in office despite public unease over his 
decision to join the US-led war in Iraq. 

Domestic issues 
overshadowed ће 
Iraq crisis and the 
threat of international 
terrorism during the 
six-week election cam- 
paign, which saw 
Howard focus his at- 
tack on the relative in 
experience of his main 
rival, Labor Party lead- 
er Mark Latham HOWARD 

End of campaign opinion polls Friday 
showed Howard's Liberal-National coalition 
ahead of the center-left Labor by a margin of 
three to four points, indicating it was on track 
to maintain or even expand the eight-seat ma- 
jority it held in the outgoing 150-member 
House of Representatives. 

The polling trend over the past two weeks 
has seen a steady erosion of Labor's early lead, 
despite the widespread view that the 43-year- 
old Latham has run a strong campaign just 10 
months after taking over the opposition рагу. 

But analysts said as many as 10 percent of 
the 13 million eligible voters remained unde 
cided on the eve of the poll and an upset La 
bor victory could not be ruled ош. 

Australia's major newspapers threw their 
weight behind Howard in Friday editorials 
and bookmakers have tipped Howard as the 
red-hot favorite, 

T the conservatives win on Saturday, Howard. 
165 will become Australia's second dongest serv- 
ing prime minister A Labor win would make Lath- 
am one of the countrys youngest lenders. АЕР 
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Bush’s job on the line in 2nd debate with Kerry 


ST. LOUIS, Missouri—George W. 
Bush faces 90 of the most critical 
minutes of his presidency Friday 
(today at 9 a.m, in Manila), with his 
rationale for war in Iraq in tatters 
and his bid fora second term threat- 
ened by challeriger John Kerry. 

Bush, who shepherded the United 
States through the agony of Sept. 11 
and led the country into two wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, finds his au- 
thority challenged as never before 
going into the second of three tele- 
vised presidential debates, 

After scowling through a lacklus- 
fer showing in the first head-to- 
head with Келу in Florida last 
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“The 
Presider 
disintere 
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gist Joe 


CAMBODIA'S King Norodom Sihanouk ina July 
Sihanouk abdicated Oct. 7 and asked the people. 


PARIS—Ten people were lightly injured when 
а bomb exploded outside the Indonesian em- 
bassy in Paris on Friday, breaking windows 
and damaging vehicles but causing no serious 
destruction. 

Nine of the injured—who included four 
embassy staff members—were treated for 
cuts in local hospitals and the 10th was tend- 
ей at the scene in the exclusive 16th district in 
the west ofthe capital. 

"The explosive device was left on the pave- 
‘ment beneath the Indonesian flag flying from 
the embassy building on a narrow street cor- 
ner and went off shortly after 5 a.m. 

Ir left a small crater some 50 cm wide by 20 
ст deep, which antiterrorist experts were ex- 
amining three hours later amid the morning 
rush hour. Streets around the embassy were 
sealed off as workmen cleared up the debris. 
of broken glass. 

“Ir was an explosive device placed in front of 
the embassy—probably a bomb of medium 
size which shattered windows up to 30 meters 
away and damaged several vehicles parked 
around it" Interior Minister Dominique de 
Villepin told reporters at the scene. 

“То our knowledge there has been no spe- 
cific threat (against Indonesian interests) but 
the enquiry will establish that fully,” he said. 
The minister was to chair a morning meeting 
of the Interior Intelligence Council, which 
comprises intelligence chiefs, to assess the 
significance ofthe blast. 

Prime Minister Jean-Pierre Raffarin con- 
demned the bomb blast and vowed that the 
investigation would be "swift and thorough." 
President Jacques Chirac, who is in Vietnam, 
sent a “message of support” to Indonesia's Co- 
ordinating Minister for Economic Affairs 
Dorodjatun Kuntjoro-Jakti, assuring him that 
“all measures would be taken to investigate 
this criminal acr," a spokesperson said. 


week, Bush is under pressure to 
surge ahead of a third head-to-head 


Келу expect а reinvigorated Bush to 
‘emerge in the second debate, 


expect,” 


But Republicans are itching to put 
Kerry on the spot for what they say is 
a long catalogue of inconsistency on 
how best to defend the United States. 


che Democrat's opinion poll 


чту hext week. 


ides to Massachusetts senator Mehlman. 


wild card here is which 
nt will show up, will it be the 
ested, annoyed and unpre- 
ne... ог will it be the one we 
said Kerry campaign strate- 
Lockhart. 


Assembly 


stitutional crisis. 
17,2001 photo. 


of Cambodia, which 


Indonesia's president-elect Susilo Валь 
bang Yudhoyono also condemned the attack, 
saying: "I'm saddened by and condemn the 
act of violence against our embassy in France. 
We call on the French government to uphold 
Jaw and provide further protection for our cit- 
‘zens in France.” 

Indonesia, which has the largest popula- 
tion of Muslims in the world, has in past 
‘months been the target of extremist attacks. 
n August 2003 a suicide bomber killed 12: 
people in an attack on the US-franchised J.W 
Marriott hotel in Jakarta. The attack was 
blamed on the al-Qaida-linked Jemaah Is- 
lamiyah group. 

"The group is also believed to have been be- 
hind the September truck bombing outside. 
the Australian embassy in Jakarta which 
killed nine people, and is suspected of in- 
volvement in the 2002 Bali bombings which 
killed 202. АЕР 
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The debate is “an opportunity for 
Senator Kerry to defend а 30-year 
record of being wrong on defense,” 
said Bush campaign manager Ken 


Friday's showdown is promising 
to be one of the most bruising 
‘counters in recent memory, wi 
Bush branding Kerry's foreign pe 
cy a danger to America, and his 
challenger accusing him of wea 
“pattern of deception” over Iraq. 
‘The argument has sharpened in the 
week and one day since the first de- 
bate, with Kerry sniffing blood and the 
Republicans realizing that an expected 
coast to reelection may not materialize. 


Prince 


He said the two top contenders for 
the throne—himself and his hal broth- 
docs not havea hereditary monarchy, to begin a search for a successor. яғ er Prince Norodom Sihamoni, 51—did 


Indonesian Embassy in Paris bombed. 


à 


Both candiates will take questions 
from audience members, in a “town 
hall" style debate supposed to mix for- 
eign policy with economie questions. 

"That format supposedly will play in- 
to Bush's common touch, although 
Vietnam war veteran Kerry, seen as 
aloof at the beginning of his campaign, 
has honed his technique in a blizzard of 
town hall meetings in recent weeks. 
g The war in Iraq, which emerged 

slowly as a campaign issue but has 

become a prism through which each 
candidate's character is viewed, will 
likely dominate the debate. 

Bush is dealing with a week of 
bad news on ад. 


Former top US official in Bagh- 
dad Paul Bremer was this week 
caught complaining he never had 
enough troops to stabilize the coun- 
try after the war. 

‘And a report of the Iraq Survey 
Group setup to probe Saddam Hus- 
sein's alleged weapons of mass de- 
struction programs, said the Iraqi 
dictator had по such arms at the 
time of the US invasion in 2003, un- 
dereutting Bush's rationale for war, 

‘But Bush has been underestimated 
before, and а bravura performance 
could shift the race, which has been 
see-sawing between himself and Ker- 
iyformonüsinhisfavor АЕР 


Cambodia in turmoil after Sihanouk 
steps down; solons hold urgent meet 


PHNOM PENH—Cambodian legisla- 
tors will vote on a law to choose a 
new king on Friday after the abdica- 
tion of their long-term ruler threw the 
‘country into turmoil, the head of the 
national assembly said. 

King Norodom Sihanouk stepped 
down Thursday leaving his family and 
the country's political leadership seram- 
bling to persuade him to change his 
mind and retake the position that he has 
held on and off for more than 60 years. 

‘The hastily called assembly session 
followed pressure from Sihanouk 
who said in a message from sel-im- 
posed exile in Beijing on Friday that 
he would not return home until his 
successor was appointed 

president. 
Norodom Ranariddh, 60, his son, said 
he would fiy to Beijing on Saturday to 
чу to cajole Sihanouk into reversing 
his decision, which prompted a con- 


not want the job under the current cit- 
cumstances, 

Sihanouk, 81, continued on Friday 
to make demands before his promised 
retum to the country after leaving in 
January and staying abroad because of 
a crisis in forming а new government 
after inconclusive July 2003 elections. 

“1 will go back to Cambodia to live 
in Siem Reap, Angkor, when the 
throne council has elected а new 
king,” the highly revered Sihanouk 
said їп a French-language commu- 
nique. 

He added that Ranariddh, Siha- 
moni, whom he is widely believed to 
prefer, or any other eligible prince 
could take over from him after his lat- 
est 11-year tenure on the throne. 

Sihanouk first ascended the 
throne aged 18 but has abdicated, 
been exiled and was deposed in the 
years after leading his country to in- 
dependence from French colonial 
тије in 1953. 

Under the 1993 constitution, his 
successor must be more than 30 years 


old and come from one of three royal 
lineages. 

The constitution says a nine- 
member throne council could ap- 
point an heir but does not tell them. 
how it should be done, leaving it for 
parliament to draw up a law on the 
finer details. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen and Ra- 
nariddh promised the king during vis- 
its to Beijing more than а month ago 
they would drafta law allowing a suc- 
cessor to be elected by a simple ma- 
jority ofthe council 

But the failure to pass the law frus- 
trated him and prompted his latest 
demands. 

“1 hope that they will ratify this 
proposed law by this evening,” Ra- 
nariddh told reporters a day after his 
highly emotional announcement that 
his father would be stepping down. 

‘The Senate would still need to ap- 
prove the law and it remains unclear 
whether the acting head of state сап 
legally sign off ће law if there is no 
head of tate. АЕР 
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Nothing new 


NYONE with eyes to see would see that hunger has 
Av: afflicted this country. No one should be so 
blind as to not know that, for example, whole fami- 

lies daily depend on the refuse of others to survive. Par- 
ents and their wild-eyed children digging into filth and 
offal to find precious bits of sustenance, whether in broad 
daylight or in the dead of night, provide the macabre im- 
ages; the Social Weather Stations sur- 

EDITORIALS vey merely provided the numbers. 

If Malacañang is at all mindful of 
what's going on, it would know that the disturbing inci- 
dence of hunger is not a new creature suddenly let loose 
by its enemies to bite the incumbent in the ass. The mag- 
nitude of the simmering crisis was indicated at about this 
time last year, not by a polling firm but by a government 
agency—the Food and Nutrition Research Institute of the 
Department of Science and Technology, which said that 8 
out of 10 Filipino households were hungry. 

This would be difficult to imagine for the perfumed set, 
granting that it could be so bothered as to attempt to do 
so. But apparently not even Malacafiang was bothered 
when the finding was made public, ог, granting that cast- 
iron indifference has yet to totally set in, it would have 
cast about for a de cajon remedy like the food coupon pro- 
gram that itis preparing now. Or, given that its denizens 
аге members of the perfumed set, atleast behaved appro- 
priately, with a minimum of ostentation, in keeping with 
the shocking numbers of its constituents in extremis. (But 
no, Many months later the Lady of the Palace flew to Chi- 
па on a state visit. Nothing essentially wrong with that, 
except that she did iten famille, with servants in tow. She 
wanted "quality time,” she said later.) 


Novel proposal 


S ANNOUNCED by its officials, Malacafiang is study- 
ing the idea of distributing food coupons to the 
“poorest families” nationwide, which will supposed- 

fy be identified by the Department of Social Welfare and De- 
velopment and local government units. The coupons will 
amount to P1,200 worth of food for each impoverished 
family a month; the monthly tab is expected to reach about 

P6 billion. But according to Social Welfare Undersecretary 

Celia Yangco, the program is not intended to encourage the 

dole-out mentality, “Excuse me,” she reportedly huffed, “we 

don't have that much resources.” Well, for a government 
lacking in resources, thats a pretty stiff price. 

Compare this planned stopgap measure with the pro- 
posal aired by-Sen. Ralph Recto—a "school-attendance- 
for-rice” program under which 100,000 grade school 
children from “ultra-poor and food-insecure” families (to 
be identified by the public school principals) will each re- 
ceive a kilo of rice for every day that they attend classes. 
The envisioned swap is aimed at addressing two prob- 
lems (both alarming and both linked to the scourge of 
hunger) at the same time—the dropout rate among the 
children of impoverished families and the malnutrition 
that afflicts them. 

Recto's proposal is eminently better than the planned 
temporary distribution of food coupons, but there is no 
indication from Malacafiang that itis interested in taking 
itup, or even considering it. A shame, given that the esti- 
mated tab would amount to only P360 million annually 
(as opposed to P6 billion monthly), and yet would be of 
lasting effect and benefit to the children and their fami- 
lies, and to the nation as a whole. 

Think literacy. The children who skip school because 
they are forced to toil in the fields and sweatshops or to 
work the streets begging or selling sampaguita leis will 
receive the benefits of education daily and, hopefully, 
help in halting the runaway illiteracy train. And think 
food. The very ones on whose tender shoulders already 
rest the burden of putting food on the table for their fami- 
lies will bring home the grains of life each day of the 200- 
day schoolyear that they show up to learn. 

Malacafiang could do worse than reconsider its food 
coupon program, which threatens to be not only a logistics 
nightmare but also a disorderly and inefficient procedure 
that would strengthen the patronage system. It also be- 
hooves authorities to realize that if the program is not ac- 
companied by structural reforms and earnest efforts to ad- 
dress the inequitable distribution of resources, the problem 
would result in nothing—and even hasten the inevitable. 
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The meaning of ‘mere’ 


AA READER who did not choose to identify him- 
self wrote me recently with a mild reproof, He 
says that for “one who is a stickler for 
‘words,"—his own phrase—I should not have 
made the mistake of describing Sen. Bong Re- 
villa in my article on "The three misfits” (PDI, 
6/13/04) as "a mere high school graduate." Не 
particularly regrets my use of the word “mere” 
because he believes it was derogatory not only 
tothe senator but to all other persons who, like 
him, have not reached college level. 

As the criticism is unfair, 1 will plead inno- 
cent right away. It was never my intention to 
belittle high school graduates per se for not 
having entered college. There are various rea- 
sons for this decision and lack of intelligence is 
only one of them (although being a college stu 
dent does not automatically make one intelli- 
gent). Among the other reasons are insuffi- 
cient funds, loss of interest in pursuing more 
studies, marriage and the demands of other ac- 
tivities, poor health, and even boredom. Many 
persons feel that graduation from high school 
should complete their education and itis time 
to makea living 

In fct, a college education is not necessary 
tocomplete a person's formal studies. A person 
may graduate from college without leaming 
anything: on the other hand, a person who has. 
never studied in college may be more learned 
from his own self studies or even because only 
of his native intelligence and talents 

Му best example of the accomplished indi- 
vidual is one who never even finished high 
school but so distinguished himself as а writ- 
er—essayist and story-teller and poet—and 
justly deserved the title of National Artist and 
the admiration of the literary world. This man 
was the multi-awarded dropout from high 
school—the late Nick Joaquin. 1 would never 
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have described him as a mere high school grad- 
uate (as he was not even that in fact) nor could 
anyone else with a string of academic degrees 
look down on him for his meager formal stud- 
ies. 

‘And since we are speaking of the mere non- 
graduates, let us not forget the erudite Blas Е 
Ople, who entered law school but never fin- 
ished the course because of other callings. Не 
spoke better English than college professors, 
and knew more of Philippine history and рой- 
tics, international affairs, and philosophy and 
letters than many of his colleagues and con- 
temporaries. In the Senate where he sat with 
be-degreed alumni from postgraduate courses 
abroad, not a single one of them could claim to 
be more intellectual than Ople. 

In my recent article on the American presi- 
dents (PDI, 9/11/04) 1 mentioned nine of 
them, including Washington and Lincoln—and 
‘Truman too in the last century—who received. 
lite or no formal schooling. Yet some of them 
acquitted themselves favorably in office and 
could not be considered “mere” students be- 
cause they had no college degrees. By contrast, 
Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago has described 
the chamber to which she belongs a "Senate of 
idiots" although all its members have what she 
calls "reasonable resumés" and can recite 
scripted speeches ghostwritten for them by 
others, 


Thad a classmate in the Legarda Elementary 
School many decades ago who was brighter 
than many of us. He enrolled with us at the 
Mapa High School when we finished grade 
school but had to stop during his first year be- 
cause he had to help his mother eam a living 
for the family when his father died. He was 
working in a printing shop the last time I saw 
him, and 1am hoping that he eventually got to 
own the business, given his native abilities. 1 
would never have described him as a mere 
high school student inferior to other persons 
who got to study in college and even managed 
to graduate at last after a lot of flunking 
grades. 

50 my dear anonymous friend who would 
chide me for calling Bong Revilla a mere high 
school graduate, please understand that 1 did 
not mean to underrate him as such. I do not 
consider high school students inferior because 
they are lower than college students. They аге 
lower in rank, but not necessarily in intelli- 
gence. The fact is that I used the word "mere" 
only in a comparative sense to distinguish high 
school students from students on the collegiate 
level. That is all. It is like saying that one is a 
mere freshman compared to the other students 
who are sophomores and juniors and seniors. 

Let me take this occasion to comment on the 
modesty of my colleagues on the Supreme 
Court when we were there who had taken 
post-graduate studies in foreign schools and 
had earned impressive-sounding academic de- 
grees. I never had their opportunities but not a 
single one of them flaunted his distinctions be- 
fore me like a pretentious and patronizing 
pedant. 1 truly appreciate that none of these 
humble peers considered me a "mere" justice 
because 1 was land-locked, so to speak, and 
had not studied abroad like them. 


A successful sting going bust 


IT made the headlines in the print and broad- 
cast media last July 6: a child pornography/pe- 
dophile syndicate was busted on July 3 and 70. 
minors, aged 5 to 16, were "rescued" from its 
clutches. It was а feel-good story, a triumph of 
good over evil, an occurrence ай the sweeter 
because it has Become rare. 

It had all the elements of suspense and dra- 
ma involving a Dutch national who founded a 
child care foundation in the Netherlands after 
а conversion experience in Medjugore, a mis- 
taken identity, Lina Laygo of the Council for 
the Welfare of Children, Director Reynaldo 
Wycoco and the Interpol Division of the Na- 
tional Bureau of Investigation—all playing the 
role of "good guys"—versus a suspected child 
prostitution syndicate (with a Japanese na- 
tional involved), and some bugaw (pimps), in- 
cluding mothers and even a grandmother. 

"The central figure in the drama is Philippine- 
born Dutch national Christiaan Kerremans. He 
was raised in Europe, but was a frequent visitor, 
coming here 20 to 30 times over the years, be- 
fore he decided to stay in the Philippines in 
1996, His father is Dutch, his mother is a mem- 
ber of the Ortigas clan (his great grandparents 
were Paco Ortigas and Julia Vargas), making 
him well-connected. How he got into the fight 
against child prostitution in the Philippines is a 
fascinating story starting with a pilgrimage to 
Medjugore that lasted six months because he 
got involved in the Bosnian War—but that is for 
another column. Suffice it to say that Kerre- 
mans was the central figure in the sting opera- 
tion disguised as an "outing" where the poten- 
tial stars of a child-porn film he was supposed to 
be producing would meet one another. The 
pimps claimed that this interaction was neces- 
sary for the success of the movies, 

Which is why there were 70 minors in that 
“outing” They were immediately brought to 
the Department of Social Welfare and Develop- 
ment, and the bad guys were arrested and 
charged. 

‘Al's well that ends well? Everyone living 
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happily ever after? Not quite. 

As a prelude to this what-happened-after- 
wards tale, let me say that I think the world of 
Social Welfare Secretary Dinky Soliman 
(whom I called to get her take on the story) 
and many of her colleagues. They are hard- 
working, even as they deal with the horrors of 
deprivation day in and day ош, and remain 
committed. Let us also keep in mind that the 
raid took place on July 3, 2004, which was 
about the time Dinky's walking papers were 
making the headlines, and just before the Iraqi 
hostage situation (Angelo de la Cruz) blew up. 

What happened after the raid, and after the 
cameras were turned off? Within 48 hours, 35 
of the 70 minors were "discharged, released 
to "family members.” Now that may sound like 
the right thing to do (the DSWD policy is to re- 
unite them with their families), but keep in 
mind that there were family members who 
permitted/forced these mí 
mess in the first place. So all that 
the sting operation, which took about six 
months, may be for naught, if the idea was to 
save the children from further exploitation 

Tr could be, ofcourse, that the children were 
discharged only after the case workers were 
convinced of the reliability of those family 
‘members, But, given that some of the children 
were discharged in less than four hours, that 
there were only four case workers on the job, 
and that a proper assessment would require in- 
terviews with family members and back- 
ground checks in their communities, it seems 
Tarfetched that this could have been done for 
35 children in 48 hours, much less in four. 


"The rest of the children, 34 in all, and one 
bugaw mother were sent to the Haven, a 
DSWD run center (founded by Gina de Venecia. 
and her Congressional Spouses Foundation) in. 
Marilac Hills founded by Imelda Marcos for 
sexually abused girls). By July 13, there were 
only 10 children and the bugaw mother re- 
maining; the others had been discharged dur 
ing that seven-day period. And by Sept. 29, 
there were only six children left, either be- 
‘cause they have no families or are under the 
Witness Protection Program. Two of them, sis- 
ters with ages 7 and 9, were pimped by their 
grandma's sister, specializing in oral sex with 
foreigners in five-star hotels. Their grandma 
was the one who asked that they not be sent 
home. 

Secretary Soliman assures me that the dis 
charged children are being monitored weekly 
by social workers. But concerned individuals, 
‘worried about the children's fate, point to con- 
flicing answers from DSWD personnel as to 
where those monitoring reports go: some say 
to the releasing center, others to the regional 
office, still others го the mayor’ office. 

Jessica Horne Mapua, who together with 
her rita, Olivia Romulo, visits the children ev- 
ery Wednesday (other relatives are giving En- 
glish and art lessons), has an eigh-point list of 
recommendations on the issue, which includes 
revisiting the policy of reuniting children with 
families, more counseling for the children, 
more accountability after their discharge, use 
of NGOs to help in the transition process, view- 
ing these children as victims rather than as of- 
fenders, and closing down establishments 
where child trafficking is going on. 

Meanwhile, what has happened to knight 
in-shiningarmor Christiaan Kerremans? He 
‘apparently is so disturbed atthe tur of events 
that he has bombarded everybody within hal- 
ing distance with letters and pleas and de- 
mands on behalf of the children. Asa result, he 
has become very unpopular with many people 
No good deed goes unpunished. 
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IN А RECENT episode of Inquirer, TV I was asked 
by segment host May Bautista to comment on the 
topic, “Mga imbestigasyon sa Congress, may silbi 
pa ba?” replied that like many citizens, including 
Gur colleague Justice Isagani Cruz, I have grave 
doubts about their usefulness. 1 have followed 
many Senate inquiries over the years and most of 
them have come to naught. The most prominent 
case in recent years was the investigation of 
charges against Sen. Panfilo Lacson in 2001 by 
three committees. Their joint report which was 

_ over 100 pages never saw the light of day. 

The frustration of citizens can be gleaned from 

; the numerous texts that gave negative responses 
when this question was submitted by this paper 

= toits readers. Ata recent social gathering, Itested 

* iron a number of lawyers and one of them assert- 

‚ ed that it would be a good research to see if there 
‘were any laws that were introduced as a direct re- 
sult of investigations. His opinion? * Wala.” 


„Мов investigations unfortunately tend to 
~ distract Congress from the more urgent issues. 
Just before the recent recess of Congress, 
+ when various international credit-rating agen- 
+ eles were warning that failure to pass at least 
four of the tax reform measures proposed by 
- Malacafiang could jeopardize our credit-rat- 
ing, Sen. Jinggoy Estrada made an investiga 
jon of "escort services.” The skimpily clad 
tarlets parading in the Senate halls diverted 
` he senators attention from the tax measures. 
(By the way should starlets baring cleavage in 
clothes cut all the way to the stomach, such as 
that worn by Keanna Reeves, be allowed in the 
Senate? Shouldn't there be a dress code?) 
What secrets did Jinggoy's inquiry unlock? 


‘Warnings by our own financial analysts about 
the failure to pass tax reform measures have 
grown more severe. Victor Abola, a professor at 
the University of Asia and the Pacific, warned that 
а one-percent upgrade by a credit-rating agency 
automatically means P20 billion in interest sav- 
ings, whereas a one-percent downgrade would 
increase our interes payments by P20 billion. He 


ALREADY a celebrity is Nestor Sulpico, the Pinoy 
New York cab driver who caught the attention of 
US and local media after he retuned some 
$78,000 worth of black pearls left in his taxi cab 
last July. Sulpico was not only honored in New 
York, with news of his good deed splashed in the 
New York tabloids, he was even invited back to 
the Philippines to be recognized by Philippine of- 
ficials for doing fis birth place proud. 

But Sulpico is not the only honest Pinoy in the 
United States—at least not the only one who 
passed a rare and crucial test of personal honesty 
that not too many folks, Filipino or not, could 
hurdle. Edmund Silvestre, who writes for the 
New York-based publication Filipino Reporter, 
shares a story he did on a Fil-Am couple, Melchor 
and Rowena Bolivar of Rye, N.Y, who reported 
and returned nearly $700,000 that was erro- 
neously credited to their savings account by a Eu- 
topean bank. Strangely enough, says Silvestre, 
the Bolivars never received a reward, recognition 
or even letter of thanks from the banks involved. 
Only after their insurance broker, also а Fil-Am, 
called the attention of the Filipino Reporter to the 
Bolivars' extraordinary act of honesty was their 
feat given any public recognition. 

"But irs not too late for the Bolivars. Silvestre 
reports that some time today (Friday in New 
York), Philippine Consul General to New York Ce- 

Rebong will host a gathering in their honor. 
On this occasion, the Bolivars will receive a "sur- 
prise gift" from an American businessman who, 
says Silvestre, "earned about their honesty” from 
the Filipino Reporter 


THE STORY of the Bolivars and thé banks be- 
gan on Jan. 2last year, when Danske Bank, the 
largest bank in Denmark, transferred to the 
Bolivars” joint savings account in the JP Mor- 
gan Chase bank а total of $689,655.17. 
Silvestre reports that “the Bolivars initially 
laughed it off” when they saw the huge trans- 
ion in their passbook. "We knew there was 
‘mistake and we thought they would find it 
Ош sooner than later and would just correct 
the error" said Melchor, 42. But when the 
money was left untouched in their account for 


YOUVE often heard the complaint that we have 
justto many holidays in the country. As children, 
of course, holidays were delightful, but in these 
competitive times, more and more entrepreneurs 
find it detrimental to business. Then again, it 
doesn’t contribute much to the development of 
‘our workethic either. But read on and see that ap- 
parently the complaints date back to the 17th 
Century and stem from the celebrations of reli 
gious festiviti 

‘There were it seems 121 holidays of obligation in 
the 17th century ie, one-third of the year. Ifa holi- 
{ay fel on a Sunday well and good, nee the work- 

* ing day was not affected. Otherwise, official b 
Ress and legal cases were naturally affected or de- 
layed (as they probably still are in this day and age). 

For example, the declaration ofthe doctrine of 


+ „the Immaculate Conception was celebrated with 


a fiesta that lasted 15 days. Aside from bullfights; 
masquerades, illuminations and fireworks which 
took place nightly, there were religious rites in 
the cathedral. 

Here's one account: The first day Dec. 8, started 
in the afternoon with a drama on the beauty of 
Rachel. A grand procession by the Franciscans 
started off the celebrations the next morning. First 
came the whole military foree—the arquebusiers 
and the musketeers firing their weapons at inter- 
vals. Next came the banner with the image of the 
Immaculate Conception, and at her feet Duns Sco- 
tus (in case you've forgotren your college Theolo- 
у. he was the medieval Franciscan friar who ex- 
plained “how the belief in the Immaculate Concep- 
tion did not conflict with the doctrine of the uni- 
versal redemption of Christ"). Native dancers rep- 
sesenting cardinals and pastors sang and danced. 
"The last group sang while dancing: "Now we can 
speak aloud,/And without fear;/We can cry aloud 
toall ihe world /Without misgiving.” 

Last came the image of the Inmaculada. In the. 
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also opined that the budget deficit would further 
‘widen by at least P73 billion if Congress does not 
enact new revenue measures. 

But Congress does not seem to be worried. 
‘Two senators wanted to investigate separately 
the GSIS scandals. Thank God, Sen. Ralph Recto 
dampened the enthusiasm by opining that the 
chamber has been making too many investiga- 
tions. But expect the scandals rocking the Armed 
Forces to trigger new inquiries. 

1 ran into former UP president and now 
Kalayaan College head Jose V Abueva recently 
and asked him about the current search for the 
next UP president to succeed Dr. Francisco Ne- 
menzo. Nemenzo is retiring on his 70th birth- 
day this February. Abueva said there are five 
female candidates (Prof. Solita Monsod, Ester 
Garcia formerly of CHED, Diliman chancellor 
Emerlinda Roman, Dr. Georgina Encanto and 
lawyer Soledad Cagampang-De Castro) vying 
with four male candidates (Ambassador 
Edgardo Espiritu, Dr. Eduardo C. Sison of Los 
Baños campus, Dr. Ernesto de Castro and Dr. 
Federico Macaranas). Hence, he said, there's a 
big chance UP will have Из first female presi- 
dent. About time too, he opined, for while the 
Republic has already had two lady presidents, 
the State University never had one among the 
18 or sosince its founding. Abueva opined that 
the next president would play a crucial role 
since he or she would be a “centennial presi- 
dent," as UP celebrates 100 years of existence 
in 2008. He said the long discrimination 
against women should fittingly end with the 
selection of a woman centennial president. 
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the next three weeks, accumulating interest in 
the process, Melchor and Rowena decided to 
call JP Morgan Chase and tell them about the 


| 


"The Bolivars, it must be made clear, are not 
wealthy, although they are comfortable 
enough. Melchor works as a private cook and 
chauffeur fora wealthy New York businessman. 

"When they told the bank about the amount 

their account, the Bolivars realized that 
"they had no idea about the mistake." Melchor 
told Silvestre that "Chase even asked meto put. 
the money (into) investment,” advising him 
that "its a waste to just leave such a huge 
amount ina savings account." 

"The US bank later sent the couple a letter 
authorizing the release of the money from 
their account, which it asked the Bolivars to 
sign. "Without fanfare, the couple signed the 
release letter and the mistake was corrected 
quietly,” writes Silvestre. 

‘The Bolivars say they never received even a 
“thankyou” note from either JP Morgan Chase 
or Danske Bank ЧЕЗ okay with us because а 
Clear conscience is more important to us,” But 
Melchor said the US bank left in their account 
$1,333, representing the interest the money 
earned. “It's probably our reward,” he added. 


INTERVIEWED by Silvestre, a Chase spokesper- 
son said the bank appreciated the Bolivars’ hon- 
esty, but could not explain why no one in the bank 
thanked the couple, citing “customer confden- 
tality” 

"We certainly appreciate their helping in facili- 
tating the process to straighten this out as they 
rightfully should,” the spokesperson said. 
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SENSE AND 
SENSIBILITY 


Bambi L. Harper £ » 


afternoon, there was a drama on the martyrs of 
Japan. On Tuesday, it was the Augustinian's turn. 
"They had their grand procession in the morning 
led by the soldiers and many dancers. In the after- 
noon there were more dances and mitotes (native 
dances) and other amusements. 

‘On Wednesday, it was the Jesuits tum. There 
were the usual fireworks the evening be- 
fore—rockets, bombs and illuminations with alot 
of music, and the following morning there was 
the Mass and sermon and in the afternoon, a dra- 
ma on the Conception. 

‘On Thursday afternoon, the clergy of the 
cathedral officiated with a drama about Joseph. 

On Friday, the Augustianian Recollects had 
their great procession not just with the regular 
soldiers but also with the citizens. Maestre de 
Campo, D. Geronimo Rivera rode on horseback. 
In the afternoon, there was a drama on the Prince. 
of Transylvania. 

Оп Saturday, there were not one but rwo fiestas. 
‘One in the cathedral and the other at the Jesuit 
residence, supposedly so that the Archbishop and 
the Franciscans wouldn't have a monopoly of the 
celebration! At night, there were even more illumi- 
nations and, in the evening, there was another 
procession of the students ofS. ignacio. Heading it 
‘were three chariots. in the first were oboe players; 
in the second, singers chanting motets and ballads; 
and inthe third, musicians playing various musical 
instruments, like guitars, harps, rebecks, etc. Next 


| OPINION 


пех 


Antero “Jay” Sison, an MBA student at the 
Asian Institute of Management, recently fled 
laine with the prosecutor's of- 

City against Wolfgang 


against 

locker at the Edsa Plaza's health club, of which 
he is а member, was forcibly opened by a thief 
‘who stole his wallet containing some cash and 
various credit cards. One of the stolen cards 
was used to purchase goods amounting to 
P29,000. Sison immediately reported the i 
tothe management. 


On Aug. 21, the security officers of Edsa Plaza 
apprehended Florencio Cabreza, in whose person 
they found Sisori wallet and credit cards, and four 
diferent keys, But Sison lamented that the hotel 
‘management failed t inform him of the apprehen- 
sion, and as a result the suspect was released by the 
police and the fiscal due to “lack ofa complaint” Si 
son's lawyer said this failure violated PD 1829, oth- 
erwise known as the “Obstruction of A ic 
and Prosecution of Criminal Offender,” which car- 
ries a maximum репайу of six years. 

Iwill present the other side in my next column. 


‘The Bolivars and their friends, though, have a 
simple explanation for their ability to resist the 
temptation presented by nearly P39 million in 
their savings account. They are "Born Again" 
Christians and while the money could have taken 
care of them and three teenage children for the 
rest of ther lives in Manila or their native Bicol, 
“it won't give us peace of mind, more so if the 
banks run after us. 

Certainly, the Bolivars didn’t rerum the money 
‘out ofa desire to gain publicity or receive the same 
amount of praise and recognition that came the 
‘way of Suipico, the honest cabbie, And if not for 
their broker, who fek they deserved to be cited for 
Чеп ones and humilis, he Füpino Reporter 
would not even have known about their feat. 

Nom, килат readers know all about them, too. 


IF you have time on your hands this weekend, I 
‘would heartily recommend that you watch the 
movie “Shark Tale." Though, judging from the 
film's publicity and box-office record in the 
States, it doesn't need all that much boosting. 

Still, I can't resist rooting for this movie, 
which is a hoot and a howler, and gave our 
family so much to laugh about. We couldn't 
help comparing it to Pixar's “Finding Nemo,” 
perhaps because it also touches on “life” un- 
dersea. But while "Nemo" sought to faithfully 
recreate the environment beneath the ocean 
waves (though how faithful it could be while 
making sea creatures talk beats me), “Shark 
Tale" takes no pains at verisimilitude. 

Instead, we're treated toa view of undersea 
life as a microcosm of the big city, including 
the social strata, with the big player (read 
sharks) lording it at the top of the reef, while 
the bottom feeders must satisfy themselves 
with eking out an existence in obscurity and 
perpetual struggle. 

But this is too serious a synopsis for such a 
lighthearted tale chock-full of pop culture ref- 
‘erences and homage to recent movies. I partic- 
ularly enjoyed the way the animated charac- 
ters resembled the actors whose voices 
brought them to life, especially Robert de Niro 
and Renee Zelwegger. 


‘came the standard ofthe Inmaculada carried by D. 
Luis Fajardo, a student and brother of the gover- 
пог. Beside him was the master of camp and D. Fer- 
nando Centeno, general of the galleys. 

"These were followed by the mayors, the coun- 
ilors (regidores) and other gentlemen on horse- 
back, students in pairs also on horseback wearing 
their robes of brown silk with hoods of scarlet and 
sleeves of lace. Their burons were of gold and pre- 
cious stones. Around their necks were gold chains 
and jewels. In front of each were servants bearing 
large candles of white wax. The students also car- 
ried staffs of large placards with various paintings, 
letters and hieroglyphics to the celebra- 
tion. One student bore a placard with an oath that 
they took the following day, vowing to defend the 
doctrine of the Immaculate Conception. 

Finally came the grand chariot with the image 
of Our Lady decorated with many flowers and 
gilded angels and a great number of lights. Be- 
neath was a band of clarion players, following 
eight children dressed in silk and carrying silver 
candles representing angels singing and praising 
the Virgin. Behind the chariot came “Original 
Sin” made up asthe devil 

After this, the Order of St. Francis had their 8- 
day feast. Another celebration was held in the port 
‘of Cavite in which all the orders took part again. 

ЕЕ Sende 
Archi ап to wonder whether 
brations were not excessive since the whole life of 
the colony came to a halt. 

‘Incredibly, 300 years later, we're still wonder- 
ing the same thing about holidays and nothing 
has been done about it either. 

But tell that to the politicians. 

(Data from John N. Schumacher, S.I, "Readings 
in Philippine Church History") 


Comments to bambiharper@yahoo.com 
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[Аз 
HAVE you ever come to a point when you wished you did not 
grow old and that you got stuck in Grade 1 instead? That was. 
а time when all you had to worry about was your baon to 
school and the rest of the day after school was reserved for 
playtime. 

ten. Everything seemed so simple back then. Every day 


seemed like a happy 
day. Dad provided 


ts with everthing YOUNG BLOOD 
gave us anything Leo 


that we wanted. 
Waking up in the 
morning was al 
ways pleasant espe- 
cially when the first 
thing I saw was my 
Mom greeting me 
as 1 opened my 
eyes, not to mention the sumptuous breakfast she had 
carefully prepared waiting for us at the dining table. After 
Thad taken a bath and donned my uniform, my Mom 
would send me off to school with my favorite baon. When I 
came home, she would welcome me with a kiss and a very 
warm hug. After having lunch and taking my afternoon 
пар, I was allowed to play to my hearts content. 

Life was indeed very simple and yet very happy. But that 
was 20 years ago. 

As1 grew older, I began to discover pain and learned that it 
was part of living. In the most trying times, I sometimes felt 
so much pain that could not see how I could survive. 

When 1 was 11, my father left us for another woman. 1 
couldn't understand why he did it. And it became even more 
painful when 1 learned that 1 could not have my favorite 
chocolate drink because we could no longer afford to buy it 
and we had to settle for lugaw sprinkled with salt for break- 
fast, lunch and dinner. I couldn't join my playmates because T 
had to do the dishes and then look after my two-year-old 
brother. 

My young mind could not comprehend why our fami- 
Iy had to move from Antipolo to my mother's province in 
Mindanao. It was even more puzzling for me to be told 
by my uncles and aunts that I must be a pillar of strength 
for my younger siblings, that I must force myself to ma- 
ture faster than the natural process (if there is such а 
process) and act as father and mother to my siblings 
while my Mom tried to get my father discharged from 
the military service for bigamy and abandoning his le- 
gitimate family. 

Life became even more complicated when I went to 
college. My scholarship was а big help, but the stipend 1 
was getting was not enough for my needs. By then my 
Mom had already found a job, but her income was insuffi- 
cient to cover all the expenses for the house and our 
schooling. So 1 would only ask her for money after 1 had 
exhausted all other means to supplement what I got from 
my scholarship. As an 18-year-old college student, 1 
could not fathom why I still had to look for money to buy 
myself food 15 minutes before a scheduled exam when 
ту classmates had already finished reviewing all our 
lessons the night before. 

‘When 1 finally landed a job after finishing college, 1 had to 
help my Mom send my brothers to school. Although life be- 
‘came a bit more bearable, I still had to think hard whether 1 
should replace my worn-out socks or give the money to my 
brothers for their Christmas party. I was resigned to the fact 
that life was more complicated than international politics or 
‘our basketball coach's instructions during a crucial period of 
agame. 

People tell me, "Life is simple, just don't make it compli- 
cated.” Their explanations about how simple life can be al- 
most always make me feel good—until reality strikes. Then 1 
again realize that there will always be trade-offs, that we can 
never have the best of both worlds. Life is simple only in the 
sense that it presents you with choices. Everything else is 
complicated, especially when you are compelled to decide 
which choice to take. 

‘This point was brought home to me very clearly when, 
just recently Њай to give up the woman I wanted to mar. 
Ty not because I didn't love her enough but because it 
would have meant turning my back on my brothers at a 
time when they needed me most and condemning them 
to live miserable lives in the future. She asked me to 
choose between her and my brothers. 1 was compelled to 
make a choice, and I made the most painful decision 
had to make in my whole life. Though it hurt so bad to let 
her go, knew that she would have a better life without 
me and that thought alorie makes me happy, at least for 
her. 

‘As for me, ГЇ get by. intend to make sure that my siblings 
won't go through what I had to endure. Besides, I have not 
completely given up on her yet. Maybe, just maybe, ГЇ end 
‘up with her and there will be a time when I will be spending 
every waking moment with her. 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below —Ed. 


Тео, 27, is a graduate in political science from the University of 
the Philippines Baguio and works in Zamboanga City. 


THEY SAID 


Competing love 

"I think she's competing with Dominque for Tony's 
attention. And it's sad because she can keep on try- 
ing—but she's not cute. My daughter is." 

“eres Gretchen Barrero or why she thinks the mater of 

her long-time partner тылу Cojuangco, til cannot cept 

errant withthe астен, 


Obstructive economy 

"Common ground is difficult to find, especially if 
опе allows the media to dictate one's perspective on 
a daily basis, where the norm is to crunch out de- 
pressing news one after the other.” 
Pria Ware Secretary Corazon “inky” Soliman, urging 
Tap human resourcer experts to ignore reports about бе poor 
Sate of the economy thar оитип efforts to unite the private 
amd publie sectors n solving the facal crisis 


Accomplished coach 

“1 think Ive accomplished everything any college 
coach could wish for." 
Cela Sale Universi coach Franz Pumaren in announcing 
rerrenentafer hit Дїй championship in he seven years he 
coached DeLa Salles senior basketball team 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 
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TEN days ago, I wrote the Chief Hontanosas Jr) "sacked" by the 

Justice a letter expressing ту Supreme Court, also for trying to 

concern and disappointment extort P250,000 from a litigant in 

over a news item I read in the Ix- his court. 

ошква about a judge in Isabela _ Why was Hontanosas dismissed 

City (Judge MaxwelRosete) who Пот office and Rosete only sus- Ki 

was mered out an extremely pended when both committed the grievous, deplorable and con- 

light penalty (four months sus- same offense? Did the disparity in demnable offense for any judge 

pension without pay) by the the amount attempted to be ex. regardless of hierarchy or the 

Supreme Court for the very seri- torted (P150,000 in the case of amount involved. 

ous and grave offense of extort Rosete and P250,000 im the case Rosete should have also been 

ing P150,000 from a litigant in of Hontanosas) make the differ- dismissed 

his court, (PDI, 9/11/04) ence? Or was it the fact that one is 
‘On its Sept, 23 issue, the Inoui- am RTC judge and the other was 

та reported a similar incident: a an MTCOjudge? 

Cebu City judge (Judge AgapitoL. 1 believe extortion is а very 


LWUA not contributing to budget deficit 


THE LOCAL Water Utilities Ad. not subsidies per se but were "ad- cent in loan collection and more 
ministration has been reported in vance equity” chargeable against than P1 billion in actual loan cok- 
the media as among the govem- the requested increase in LWUA lection over the past two years. 
mentowmed and -controlled cor. capitalization (from P2.5 billion 4. The LUA is paying off its 
porations incurring losses year af to P10 billion). The request has own debts and other financial 
ter year, thus contributing to the been pending in Congress since obligations. It is among the few 
ballooning budget deficit. the mid-50s. GOCCs who are current in for- m L 

We would like to set the record 3. The DWUA is not a losing eign-debt servicing, while reli- n »" 
swaightintheinrerestoftond GOCC. itis very mich on its own, giously paying taxes and even re. The root cause of our economic crisis 
fairness: financially speaking. Despite the turning dividends to the national Á 

1. The LWUA has not received  monerelense of its budgetary ap- government Over the years, ће THE PRICES of basic goods and Ours is not just any "fiscal cri. the government to borrow and 
any subsidy from the national gov- propriationsand its being stricken LWUA has paid P302 million inin- commodities continue to soar but sis." Our problem is our economy borrow money. And to our woe, 
ernment since 2003. In fact, has off the list of subsidized agencies come taxes, and P420 million in the minimum wage remains low. itself. The fiscal crisis is a mere the borrowed money ends up 
yet to receive a single centavo since last year, И has been able to dividends to the national govern- Widespread and appalling cor- рап of it. The truth is that, our mostly in the pockets of those in 
from its Congress-approved ap- sustain Из lending and other oper- ment. Last year alone, ће LWUA ruption and the plunder of public economy has long been mired in power. 
propriations for the years 2000- ations, This'the LWUA has been paid the national treasury P601 coffers involving high officials of crisis. And if we fail to identify the Our “export-oriented and im- 
2002, amounting to a combined able to do by tapping other local million for the servicing of its gov- the land. Grandstanding politi- root causes of this crisis, по  portdependent" economy is a 
587.123 million. sources of funds, such asthe Land ernment-guaranteed foreign cians trying to outdo one another amount of “Bayanihan Fund" glaring proof of how US imperial- 

2. The LWUA only requested Bank of the Philippines, the Devel- loans. with cheap gimmicks. Political would be enough to solve our ism holds our so-called political 
and received regular “subsidy” opment Bank of the Philippines, 5. The LWUA is implementing а accommodations here and there. woes. Band-aid solutions can nev- and economic leaders by the neck. 
Starting in 1992, following the de- the countrywide development standardized salary scheme from Factories closing down. Abdue. erbe a cure for a cancer-stricken Amd contrary to what the apolo- 
pletion of its authorized capital fund of some legislators, and the the administrator down. Notwith- оп and Killings in the country- economy like ours. gists of US imperialism would like 
Stock of P2.5 billion which was internal revenue allotments of standing the LWUAS improving f- side, Lewd and garbage telew- One ofthe reasons why we have us to believe, our nation is not 
used to provide che equities for its some local government units. In nancial operations, the agencyhaS sion shows. Pornographic videos fallen into a crisis is the "export. free. 
Wings eet) teed "һе past ут rhe WUA was mor applied for exemption from and magazines proliferating left oriented’ and "importdepen. Виме are not born to yield to 
а tary standardization law», and right. Thieves stealing there, бепе character of the Philippine hopelessness in a situation like 
mode sound 1200 projets ali yeas, turpes PA bilin or sch rsa Se Мариа, cone d ш ы. aal сыш аш жопы 
i m 2 lonethe- disbursement eaking of it ег ег Utilities 1 е Узын retiring В зарир, 
Келшы ын Бы came, te Ыз We dont have to be tialization, ora sincere program Without genuine freedom, we can 
released during 19921999 were  LWUA has been averaging 86 per- Katipunan Road, Balara, 0С economists to know that our for agricultural modernization never free ourselves from the 
economy isin а deep fix. And this (not achievable without genuine bondage of a semi-feudal and se- 
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LETTERS 


REX, RICO, 
4/F Cattleya Condominium, 

235 Salcedo St, 
Legaspi Village, Makati City 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sugges- 
tions about the treatment of news and photos by the 
inquire; you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer Chino Roces Avenue, c 

ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 


readersadvocate@ inguirercom ph 

Writers of letters tó the editor are requested to in- 
ede thei complete are and eo or pager 
The gues wl not pi any leer wey such 
information is supplied. 


explains the rapid spread of Fil- 
ipinos into the farthest corners 
of the world. Others are even 
willing to risk their heads, liter- 
ally, in Iraq just to earn money 
for their families, 


land reform). We only export low- micolonial economy which shows 
value raw materials and semi- its character by being backward, 
manufactured products, On the “export-oriented and importde- 
other hand, we import high-value pendent.” 

Finished products. The result is a —USMAN ABDURAJAK SALÎ, 
trade deficit, which has prompted abdurajak_usman@yahoo.eom 
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Let’s help GMA 


ACCORDING to Neal H. Cruz "GMA is not seri- 
ous about tax reforms, budget deficit redu 
tion as well as curbing graft and corruption 
(PDI, 9/08/04) We believe otherwise. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo is bent on 
dramatically reining in government spend. 
ing and reducing the bloated budget deficit 
She vowed to become a “forceful President” 
to enable her to enforce to the hilt the draco- 
nian austerity measures her economic man- 
agers have drawn up to salvage our country 
from a debilitating fiscal crisis. She even 
gave stern warning against all who will at 
tempt to sabotage her fiscal reforms and an- 
ticorruption campaign. Unfortunately, her 
detractors have done nothing but criticize 
her every move, Bellyaching, bickering and 
faule-finding seem to be the name of the 
game nowadays. 

We should realize that this problem should 
not be left just for the government to solve. 
‘There is a need to rally the public behind the 
imposition of new taxes—equitably and time- 
ly by fully explaining the rationale behind it 
‘The people must be informed of the need for 
more revenues to make the new tax measures. 
more coherent and acceptable to them. Let us. 
mot forget that there is no magic cure for our 
fiscal problems, no magic wand that President 
Arroyo may wave to bring down the budget 
deficit overnight 

Other cost-cutting measures are also being 
proposed to enable the economy to get over 


the hump. Cruz must realize that these are all 
tall orders. 

‘The issue of scrapping the pork barrel has 
cometo the fore, Many do not realize that even 
the legislators are divided on the pork barrel 
issue which, if scuttled, could lead to a "virtual. 
stoppage” of public works projects in the coun: 
tryside. Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr. cautioned 
that “if pork barrel is scrapped from the nation 
al budget, it would bring down infrastructure 
spending то a dangerous level, We are already 
the lowest infrastructure spender in the re- 
gion, Take away the pork barrel, capital out- 
lays will plunge to 1-1 percent of gross domes- 
tic product. We cannot have а project holiday 
without crippling our economy and jeopardiz- 
ing our need to develop our productive capaci- 
re 

As for foreign trips or visits by а head of 
state, these are deemed necessary as they en- 
hance global partnership, expand our foreign 
linkages, strengthen our relationships and 
maximize our economic, political and socio- 
cultural investment, 

President Arroyo has already outlined 
her priority reform programs. Putting these 
programs into action will be a tough task. 
For the sake of the nation, let us close ranks 
with her and help her achieve her avowed 
goals. 

LETICIA G. VALBUENA, 
Lot9 Bik 29, 
Pedro Gil, Paco, Manila 


Our problem is more than lack of money 


‘THE MISERABLE financial condition that we 
are in right now is distressing not because it 
has been confirmed by no less than President 
Macapagal-Arroyo; it сап actually be felt in our 
day-to-day existence and we do not know 
where the change for the better will come, if 
ever it will come. 

‘What has become of our country? I have a 4 
year-old daughter and 1 am afraid tha by the 

е she turns 6, ali she will have is a country 
beaten down to its knees by its economie woes 
Where would she goby then? 

AL 1 see аге palliaives—the attempts to re- 
move the pork barrel, reduce the fat salaries of 
high public officials, improve the collection 
system, ete. 

‘Our problem is more than just money; it isa 
problem of morality. We behave as if our polit 
cians owe us, and we ignore their stealing from 
the public coffers while they are in office, as if 
it is their right to “reimburse” themselves for 
the "cash advances" they made to us during 
the election campaign. 

just wish thar for our future and the future. 


| Question of the Week 


of our children who deserve a better life and 
country than what we have now, we go back to 
the Ten Commandments. We should start lov 
ing God above ourselves. We should stop steal- 
ing from our neighbors and, please, let us not. 
be too technical about it by saying that the gov- 
ernment is not our neighbor. We should honor. 
our neighbor's wife. We should honor our fa- 
ther and mother. We should not bear false wit- 
ness against our neighbor. We must not kill, 
ec. 

‘The Lord bids us only Ten Commandments. 
These we can memorize and live by. By follow. 
ing them, we may live a berter life as human 
beings. After all, our nation is not 90 percent 
Christian or Catholics for nothing. The Lord 
wants us to be better persons and models for 
Asia. 

Let us be proud of this and live morally 
There is no other Philippines where we can go 
0. 

-—IONNELESPALDON, 
205 Aguirre Aves, 
BF Homes, Parafaque City 
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! If you were allowed to vote, whom 
would you vote for: John Kerry (Democrat) 
` or George Bush (Republican)? Why? 


Texters hus messages R printd in Tuesdays twaBox wil each receiv an "Inguirer tshirt Ü 
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in of 188 characters 
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fero Manila winners can ы. Chay at 8976808. 

218. Provincial winners can іскі: 
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By Ma. Diosa Labiste 
Moilo City 


HAT probably defines the 
a cloth of many colors ev- 
er present in homes of rich and 
poor, in rituals marking an осса- 
sion or passage of time, in cradles 
arid graves, in wet markets and 
fashion runways. 
isa familiar forecast that the patadyong will 
fadé away as imports and ukay-ukay (used 
clothing) flood the local market. That is not true. 


trade and overseas exports. 

The cloth production found markets in 
Asia, Europe and America. Chinese traders 
joined the industry as suppliers of cotton 
threads, and later the Spanish friars joined i. 

‘When Пойо was opened to world trade, it 
suffered disadvantages. 

In his essay titled "A Queen Dies Slowly: 
The Rise and Decline of Iloilo City” published 
in 1982, historian Alfred W. McCoy said the 
architect of the textile industry's demise was 
British vice-consul Nicholas Loney. 

Loney promoted huge volumes of cheap 
British cottons from Manchester and encour- 
aged sugar production in Negros as a return 


Slowly the shuttles in the hand-looms 
stopped fiying and Пойо' textile industry be- 
gan to decline in the 1870s. 

Today, the many existing patterns and col- 
ors of the patadyong are also proof of the skills 
and creativity of weavers. 

Bilog-bilog is a pattern with combinations 
of red, yellow, green squares with black hori- 
zontal designs after every three rows of 
squares. 

‘Seis cigarillos is so named because of the six- 
cigaretteshaped rectangle of yellow, bi 
white, orange and green hues. ts seventh rect- 
angle is square of black, brown or dark green. 


The patadyong has survived centuries of on- 
slaughts of imports of iridescent Chinese silk, 
cheap cotton from Manchester, England and 
machine-woven clothes from elsewhere. So, it 
is safe to say that the patadyong is here to stay. 

‘The llonggos attachment to the patadyong 
is more than just shared perception or nostal- 
gia of things past. Their daily interactions with 
patadyong are proof that the traditional cloth 
has threaded its way into the Honggo culture. 

According to the West Visayas Study Center 
at the University of the Philippines, the patad- 
yong is more than а garment. It has a myriad of 
‘uses limited only by one's imagination. 

The patadyong is a garment, a skirt that one 
gathers at the waist to secure it from falling. For 
the uninitiated, there are gartered patadyong. 

In rural areas, women carry heavy loads on 
their heads while wearing the patadyong, se- 
cured ónly by small knot or folded tucks. 
‘Their steps hurried but their bearing confi 
dent that the cloth stays there forever, 


Celebrex (celecoxib) has been making people 
with pain and arthritis feel better for years. 


And now we want to ease your mind too. 


You have probably heard that Vioxx (rofecoxib), a COX-2 
medicine for arthritis and pain, has been withdrawn from the 
market because it increased the risk of heart attacks and strokes. 
The information below should assure you about the safety of 
Celebrex (celecoxib) which is also a COX-2 medicine. 


Multipurpose 

The versatile, absorbent patadyong is a 
shroud to protect the head from the noonday 
sun or rain. It is also an apron and a conve- 
nient wipe. 

Women wear them when washing clothes 
or bathing in the river. Since bathing in some 
rural areas are done in the streams, rivers or 
springs, the use of the patadyong is de rigueur. 


Celebrex (celecoxib) is in the same general 

аер а medication class as Vioxx (rofecoxib), but it is 
serves as a curtain, a tablecloth, pillowcase not the same medicine. 
anda blanket. ITO A 

But probably its domestic popular use Ба : 5 Ds 
hammock when tied an - S E Я 
ed on. one sidebya strong e Tha ep Each COX-2 medicine has its own chemical structure. And at the == 
рее molecular level, small differences in chemical structure can make а 

big difference in how they affect you. What is true of one medicine 

is not necessarily true of the other. 


ing of the hammock. Unlike the open-basket 
hammock, the abuy-abuy safely embraces the 
baby to sleep and shields it from the glare of 
light and dust. 

In the market, the patadyong сап serve as a 
protected bag to wrap ripened vegetables and 
fruits. In some grassy area at the edge of the 
marker, women raise the skirt higher and dis- 
appear into it to answer the call of nature, in 
fill view ofthe public. Orsimply squat with the 
wrap spread around their feet. Ics that easy 

Working with the patadyong is. always а 


challenge for Ilonggo fashion designers, al- Numerous studies of Celebrex (celecoxib) showed no increase of 
though they would often complain about the. 


и solar achenier uin Lnd width ot risk of heart attacks or strokes.! In a recent United States of 
penes America FDA (Food and Drug Administration) sponsored study of 
Still, they have turned the patadyong into “ans Я - Fy E 
gowns, cocktail dresses, resort and formal 1.4 million patients, those who received Celebrex (celecoxib) 
showed no increased risk of heart attacks.? 


E 


Important patient studies with Celebrex 
(celecoxib) show strong cardiovascular safety. 


wear, among others, rescuing it from its 
quaint ordinariness, 


Colorful stripes 

"The patadyong is made of илал, a cheap 
cotton thread and woven using the traditional 
hand-loom locally known as “tiral” or “tidal.” 

‘According to an article from the Center for 
West Visayas Studies, the designs—the tradi- 
tional striped and checkered patterns—have 
remained the same through centuries of weav- 
ing, although the colors have become more di- 
verse with the availability of brighter dyes and 
colored threads these days. > 

Patadyong weaving is still a source of liveli- 
hood for families in the southern towns of Mi- 
agao, Igbaras and Oton in lloilo and in 
Busagong town in Antique. 

Hand-looms of the patadyong have been 
busy in southern Iloilo long before the arrival 
af Spanish colonizers in the Philippines in the 
16th century. 

‘According to the centers essay on the his- 
tory of the patadyong, Spanish chronicler 
Miguel de Loarea wrote that Iloilo was pro- 
ducing substantial quantity of cotton cloth 
and coarse fabrics from hemp, probably abaca 
and pineapple. 

But the first recorded accounts were from a. 
manuscript written toward the end of the 
16ih century and found in the book, "The 
Philippine Islands," which was published in 
1903 and written by Emma Blair and James 
Robertson. It said “the garments and dresses 
of Visayan women consist of mantles with di- 
verse colored stripes made of cotton. 

айап traveler Giovanni Careri wrote in 
1863 that he was impressed by the women of 
Iloilo weaving cloth of various colors and sell- 
ing these in the markets. 

"The essay also said Jean Baptiste Mallat, а 
French who surveyed native textiles in the 
Philippines, and John Bowring, the British 


Patients treated in clinical studies of up to 4 years show no 
increased cardiovascular safety concerns. 


Over 27 million people have turned to Celebrex 
(celecoxib) to ease their pain 


All medicines have risks and benefits. Be sure to consult your 
doctor about any questions you may have regarding Celebrex 
(celecoxib). 


A public service announcement from 


[IET 


Life is our life's work. 
www.pfizer.com.ph 


I of Cardiology. 2003:92;411-418. 


Governor of Hong Kong, were taken by the ocpidemiology August 2004 and accepted as 
beauty of the patadyong and other cloth wo- In а rétrospective study, no increased 
ven by Ilonggo women. sast 00 days 


3 NDC, August 2004. 


Historians said the late 1800 saw the boom 
days of the textile industry in southern oilo, 
which fueled the demand for interisland 
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Help abandoned 
Amerasians get 
visas, US told 


ANGELES CITY—The city council 
urged the United States Embassy 
to hasten the processing of visa 
applications by "legi 
erasians, the children of Ameri- 
сап servicemen and Filipino 
women, in Angeles City. 

‘The resolution, sponsored by 
Councilor Jay Sangil, called Am- 
erasians as among the "social 
costs" that this city bore in host- 
ing the former Clark Air Base for 
almost а century. 

Many of about 52,000 Am- 
erasians were left abandoned and 
unrecognized by their American 
fathers when American bases and 
troops were pulled out following 
the Philippine Senate's rejection 
of the extension of the 1947 
Philippine-US military bases 
agreement in 1991, according to 
the National League of Am- 
erasians (NLA. 

The NLA has pressed for the 
passage of a bill in the US 
Congress recognizing — their 
birthright as Filipino Amerasians. 

Marissa Navidad, МА 
spokesperson, said a law jn the 
US has recognized Amerasians in. 
Vietnam, Japan and Korea. 


According to the resolution, ' 


those acknowledged by the 
fathers wanted to move to the 
US for a better life but their 
visa applications have been 
pending at the embassy in 
Manila. 

Navidad said many want to go 
to the US to search for their 
logical fathers. 

În another resolution, the 
council asked the embassy to pro- 
vide livelihood support for the 
guardians and caregivers of Am- 
erasiansin the city. 

In a book, the University of 
the Philippines’ Center for 
Women Studies said Am- 
erasians and their caregivers 
have lived а life of abuse, do- 
mestic violence, poverty and 
discrimination. 

Both resolutions have been 
‘coursed through the Depart 
ment of Foreign Affairs, Sangil 
said 

The Clark Development Corp. 
has no formal assistance pro- 
gram for фе  Amerasians. 
Tonette Orcjas, PDI Central Lu- 
zon Desk 
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3 Negros bishops ask landlords 
to drop land reform resistance 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—The three bishops of Negros Occidental 
yesterday issued a joint statement asking landowners to 
respect the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program and 
the farmers’ right to the lands awarded to them. 


‘They asked the Department of 
Agrarian Reform to firmly and effi- 
cently implement the Comprehen- 
sive Agrarian Reform Law (CARL). 
Bishops Patrick Buzon of Ka- 
bankalan, Vicente Navarra of Ba- 
colod and Jose Advincula of San 
Carlos also called on the courts to 
administer justice fairly and to 
implement the ruling of the 
Supreme Court that grants to the 
DAR the sole authority to hear 
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A girl poses in front of a streamer demanding the return of church bells taken by American soldiers as war booty from Eastern Samar at 


the height of the Philippine-American War. A rally was held recently at the US Embassy demanding the bells return. 


and settle agrarian disputes. 

They said that while land re- 
form is a formula for progress its 
implementation “is dismal’ in 
most cases, marred by violence 
and paralyzed by virtually end- 
less court contests to the detri- 
ment" of the farmer-beneficiaries 
who, being recipients of certifi- 
cates of land ownership awards 
(CLOAS), should already have le- 
gal claim over the land. 


They also noted the escalating 
agrarian-telated violence in the 
province and urged the local gov- 
emment units and police to en- 
force the law by fling appropriate 
charges against the perpetrators. 
The directors of the Social Ac- 
tion Centers (SAC) of the dioce- 
ses of Kabankalan, Bacolod and 
San Carlos, Fathers Fr. Rolex Nue- 
va, Aniceto Buenafe and Edwin 
Laude, also signed the statement. 
The bishops and the SAC direc- 
tors noted with alarm that from 
2000 to September 2004, 39 
farmers were illegally arrested, 57 
were wounded and 15 were killed 
due to agrarian-related violence. 
In 45 CARP.covered haciendas, 
58 criminal and civil cases were 


filed against more than 3,000 
farmers, they also said. 

Meanwhile, indigenous peo- 
ples’ groups are angered by a 
Tective of the President trans- 
forming the DAR into the Depart- 
ment of Land Reform in Septem- 
ber and gave it the authority to is- 
sue ancestral land titles. 

This act of the President, through 
Executive Order 364 issued on Sept. 
27, violated the 1997 Indigenous 
Peoples Rights Act (prj), Ibaloi 
groups said here on Thursday 

Ms Arroyo, through EO 364, 
fused DAR, the National Commis- 
sion on Indigenous Peoples 
(NCIP) and the Presidential Com- 
mission on the Urban Poor 
(PCUP) under a “social justice" 


Tausugs driven to Malaysian state for education 


COTABATO CITY—Sulu's lack of 
classrooms, teachers and learn- 
ing materials have sent Tausugs 
seeking education to the 
Malaysian state of, Sabah, the 
province's closest trade and infor- 
mation link afer Zamboanga 
City. 

Dr Hamid Lajakahal, sec- 
ondary schools director of the 
Department of Education 
(DepEd) in Autonomous Region 
in Muslim Mindanao, said the 
capital town of Jolo, which is in 
the first legislative district, 
hosts most of the province's sec- 
ondary schools but that "it is 
separated Бу coral reefs and 
rough seas" from the island mu- 
nicipalities of the second dis- 
trit. 

‘At a recent briefing with AR- 
MM legislators, Lajakahal said 
“unlike mainland Maguindanao 
and Lanao del Sur" that effec- 


tively links with neighboring 
provinces for goods and ser- 
vices, Sulu has only neighboring 
Zamboanga City and Sabah to 
rely on not only for trade ties 
but also for information and ed- 
cation. 

He said before the advent of 
satellite-relayed broadcast and 
cable television, the Malay air- 
waves commanded a wide do- 
main of listeners among the 
Tausug and Sama residents of Su- 
Ja and Tawi-Tawi. 

Lajakahal himself had to 
cope with the same problem 
when he had to go to Marawi 
City for his college and post- 
graduate studies at the Min- 
danao State University main 
campus. 

Ог Macalinog ^ Saligoin, 
DepEd-ARMM assistant secre- 
tary, said the region has one of 
the lowest survival rate in ele- 


mentary level at 48.02 percent 
from a Grade 1 participation rate 
of 78.12 percent. 

Of this, Sulu has 55.91 per- 
cent; Lanao del Sur, 51.65 per- 

fawi-Tawi 5249 percent; 
Basilan 39.52 percent, Marawi 
City, 99.12; and Maguindanao 
37.37 percent. 

For secondary level, Basilan 
posted 63.25 percent; Maguin- 
danao, 54.59, Lanao de! Sur Divi- 
sion 1, 63.35 percent; Lanao del 
Sur Division П, 48.98 percent; 
Marawi City, 98.89 percent; Sulu, 
60.72; and Tawi-Tawi, 45.75 рег. 
сем. 

Except for Basilan and Sulu, 
each of these provinces hosts 
at least one campus (or the 
main campus in the case of 
Lanao del Sur) of the MSU sys- 
tem. Basilan has Claretian 
Christian Missionary High 
School and College school, 


while Jolo hosts one of Min- 
danao's biggest Notre Dame 
College schools. Maguindanao 
has two MSU campuses for un- 
dergraduate and postgraduate 
programs. 

With a total current enroll- 
ment population of 520,658 in 
elementary level and 83,295 in 
secondary level, the region 
posted a shortage of 2,732 
classrooms for elementary 
schools, and 536 for public high 
schools. 

Ofthe five ARMM provinces, 
Maguindanao has a relatively 
better road network and in- 
frastructure facilities and its 
high-rate of elementary and 
high school dropouts is at- 
tributed much to displacement 
of families caused by recent 
armed conflicts. Nash 
Maulana, PDI Mindanao Bu- 
reau 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—Not 
only does this city make the 
biggest and brightest lanterns in 
the Philippines. 

Yesterday, it tapped an old Ka- 
pampangan culinary tradition, 
seeing many of its residents 
troop to swamps and streets to 
show the many uses of frogs, 
| oneofwhichisa food item amid 
hard times. 

"The frog festival, now on its 
| second year, began at 6 a.m. in 

Barangay San Felipe, east of the 
city proper. 

In the swampy portions of the 
village, more than 100 men, 
women and children converged, 
each armed with bamboo rods 
and can of worms to show skills 


in paduasan (frog catching). 

Rafael Sartos, also of San Fe- 
lipe, bested more than 40 part 
ipants. Santos catch, the judges 
counted, was six big pieces, tak- 
en within the 30-minute limit. 

Rosa Garcia and Abet Cabrera 
placed second and third, respec- 
tively 

‘The rest of the moming was 
devoted for events never perhaps 
held in any part of the country. 

In what is dubbed the Frog 
Olympics, the amphibians were 
made to race for three meters, 
jump the farthest and weigh the 
heaviest. A “best dressed” frog 
жаз also selected among the en- 
tries. 

Elementary school students 
Roel Moroles, John James 
Gopez and John Paul Sayco ap- 
peared to have mastered the 


Pampanga’s love affair with frogs | 


games their fathers played with 
their pets turning out winners in 
the long jump, race and heaviest 
categories, respectively. 

‘They dont have a name for their 


The educational part of it was 
that they were told the frogs are 
barometers of a healthy envi- 
ronment, said Roland Quiam- 
bao, chair of the city arts and 
cultural council 

"When frogs cease being 
around, that tells us theyre 
gone because their habitat has 
stopped being friendly to them. 
So far, there still many frogs 
here many based on their loud 
croaking and the large catch we 
make daily” Quiambao told the 


Ingunn. 

The 3 p.m. frog cooking con- 
test was much awaited by the 
adults, he said. 

Old recipes—betute (frogs 
stuffed with frog meat enhanced 
with tangle or lemon grass), 
adobo, tinola, leot (porridge) 
and almondegas (chopped frog 
meat mixed with flour, formed 
into balls and bolled)—were 
awaited not only for the serv- 
ings but for the best way by 
which these were prepared. 

Quiambao has added a novel- 
ty dish—hamburger frog. 

"To this date, Quiambao said 
they have yer to find the bases to 
the Kapampangan tradition of 
cooking and eating frogs. 

"Perhaps because frogs are 
abundant in Pampanga?” he 
asked. 


Troops acquire 
skills on public 
speaking, speech 


COTABATO CITY—After teaching 
soldiers about reporting during a 
10-day workshop in August, the 
military trained anew its person- 
nel, this time on crafting and de- 
livering speeches. 

The 6th Infantry Division 
based in Maguindanao recently 
sent at least 25 Army officers, 
mostly assigned to its civil-mili- 
tary operations unit, to a two-day 
workshop on public speaking, 
purportedly to enhance the mil 
ауз “psywar and propaganda 
department. 

"The better tool to peace is dia- 
logue and a good communicator 
must be persuasive and sound in 
putting the message across" 
Capt Onting Alon, 6th IDs 
deputy spokesperson, said. 

Dubbed as the "Speakers Bu- 
reau Trainor's Seminar,” the pub- 
lic speaking workshop was con- 
ducted by the Philippine News 
‘Agency (PNA) and the Notre 
Dame University (NDU) here this 
week. 

Participants, who included 
former Moro National Libera- 
tion Front (MNLF) rebels inte- 
grated into the military, came 
from different units under the 
6th ID, 

The units cover areas of the 
Central Mindanao region, the 
hotbed of the MILF insurgency. 

1и. Palo Ayunan of the Army's 
602nd Infantry Brigade, said the 
training was a "refreshing experi- 
ence.” 

“Others were at a loss on what 
to say, but 1 told them it's natu- 
al" said Judy Giguiento, task 
master and NDU mass communi- 
cations professor, said. 

Brig. Gen. Horacio Lactao, 6th 
ID deputy commander, said 
teaching junior officers about 
public speaking is a priority pro- 
gram. Charlie Señase, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 


agency that undertakes “agrarian 
reform, urban land reform and 
ancestral domain reform.” 

тью said they would ques- 
tion the directive before the 
courts, arguing that the President 
had no authority to amend Ipra 
and other land laws like Republic 
‘Act 6657, the Comprehensive 
‘Agrarian Reform Law. 

Lawyers of the NCIP in the 
Cordillera are also planning a suit 
to challenge EO 364, the INQUIRER 
learned on Thursday. 

lawyer Chrisine Marrero, DAR 
Cordillera egal counsel, said they re- 
ceived a copy of the directive only on 
‘Monday, but were not briefed about 
itsimplications. Vincent Cabreza, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BUTUAN CITY—Huge waves 
triggered by bad weather led to 
the sinking of a cargo ship off the 
coast of Surigao City late Thurs- 
day evening, coast guard authori- 
ties said yesterday. 

In Zamboanga City, waves tower- 
ing as high as 15 feet battered a 
coastal vilage, leaving dozens of 
families homeless also on Thursday. 

Surigao City Coast Guard 
Commander Leopoldo La Marias 
said 17 of the 18 crew members 
of the Leyte-bound Alpha Verde 
had been rescued near the coastal 
villages of Surigao City, several 


kilometers from where the ship 
sank near Hikdup Island. 


‘Swim to safety 

Las Marias said the survivors 
were wearing life vests and were 
trying to swim toward the vil- 
lages when spotted by rescuers. 

Не said they believed that the 
18th crew member, identified as 
Phijun Daronday 23, had 
drowned. 

Las Marias said as of late after- 
noon yesterday, Daronday's body 
has yet to be found. 

he ship, carrying at least 
16,000 sacks of cement sailed off 
from Surigao for Naval in Leyte. 

Las Marias said several hours 
after leaving port, the ship cap- 
tain, whom he did not identify, 
started to complain about huge 
waves in the Surigao Strat. 

“Then shortly before midnight, the 
captain dispatched a distress сай. 

Las Marias said they immedi- 
ately sent a search and rescue 
team. 

He said the team failed to spot 
the ship or any of its crewmen but 
continued with the search despite 
bad weather. 

He said it was not until early 
moming Friday that they were 
ableto locate the 17 crewmen. 

Las Marias said the search for 
Daronday's body was continuing. 


Drifted 

In the Zamboanga City inci 
dent, Labuan Village chief Fran- 
cisco Santos said 60 houses were 
destroyed when the waves, trig- 
gered by strong winds, hit the vil 
lage at about noontime. 

“around 150 families were af- 
fected," Santos said. 

He said some of the affected 
villagers sought refuge at the 
Labuan Health Center while oth- 
ers stayed with their relatives in 
nearby villages. 

Santos said the waves started 
to get big on Wednesday trigger- 
ing evacuations. 

Because residents fled before 
the waves hit the village, no one 
was harmed, he said. 

He said when the waves were 
getting big on Wednesday, local 
officials warned villagers but a 
group of swimmers defied them. 

He said one of the swimmers, 
Ariel Abello, 32, drowned, His 
body was recovered Thursday. 
Franklin Coliguid and Julie Ali- 
pala, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Safety of peace 


By T] Burgonio 


TOP MILITARY officials yesterday assured the 
team of international ceasefire monitors from 
Malaysia of their safety in southern Philip- 
pines. 

Official said that military personnel and 
their counterparts in the Moro Islamic Libera- 
tion Front will secure the monitors when they 
go around rebel strongholds in Mindanao. 

Some 50 Malaysian military officers and 
government officials are arriving in Manila 
today as part of the international team that 
will oversee the ceasefire agreement between 
the government and the MILE 

“When they visit MILF communities, they 
will be provided security jointly by the MILF 
and the military" Brig. Gen. Alexander Yano, 
government representative to the coordinat- 
ing committee on the cessation of hostilities, 
said in an interview. 


Covert 

= He, however, pointed out that the military and 

hé rebel group would merely provide "covertse- 
curity” for the monitors in urban centers so as not 
to draw too much attention to them. 
* «They will be provided ample security; they 
will never go out by themselves. They will be 
properly secured,” added Rafael Seguis, for- 
eign affairs undersecretary for special con- 
тз. 

The Malaysian monitoring team, headed 
by Maj. Gen, Dato Sulkfeli bin Mohamad Zin, 
will arrive aboard a Malaysian Air Force C- 
180 plane at the Villamor Air Base at around 
3:30 рат. 

"They will join an advance team of nine 
‘Malaysians, who arrived in Mindanao weeks 
ago to prepare the logistics needs ofthe main 
delegation. 

Brunei is also sending a 10-man monitor- 
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monitors assured We did it, CPP /NPA. 


ing team on Oct. 15. Other members of the. 
Organization of Islamic Conference, such as 
Bahrain and Libya, also plan to send moni- 
tors, officials said. 

“The cessation of hostilities is holding," 
Seguis said in an interview. "It should work 
even better with the presence of the monitors. 
‘Their arrival will strengthen the cessation of 
hostilities.” 


Agreement working 

MILF spokesperson Eid Kabalu on Friday 
welcomed the arrival of the Malaysian moni- 
tors, saying "Thats a major development be- 
cause it shows that the agreements are work- 
ing and are being implemented." 

"The involvement of international monitors 
in the peace process, along with the reposi- 
tioning of government troops from a former 
rebel stronghold and the dropping of charges 
against rebel leaders, was a condition for the 
resumption of talks. 

Throughout their stay, the intemational 
monitoring team will be based in Cotabato City, 
but will maintain mobile offices in Zamboanga, 
Tigan, Davao and General Santos cities. 

Yano said the areas to be visited by the 
monitors would depend on any “situation 
that will стор up." 

Kabalu had said that he doesn't expect the 
formal talks to resume this year because of 
the delayed withdrawal of troops from Buliok. 
complex, and the dropping of criminal 
charges against rebel leaders. "Besides, I have 
this feeling that Malaysia wants an agreement. 
to be forged on the ground before the talks re- 
sume. It wants any formal talks to be merely а 
venue for the formal signing of agreements,” 
hesaid. 

Seguis, however, said the MILF has requested. 
the resumption of exploratory talks after Ra- 
madan, the Muslims holy month of fasting. 


says of Tabara slay 


From page Al 


Stephen Ong,” Nilo de la Cruz, act- 
ing chair of the breakaway Rebo- 
lusyonaryong Partido ng Mangga- 
gawa-Pilipinas (RPM-P), told the In- 
uinea in a telephone interview yes- 
terday. 

The Killing of Tabara and Ong 
occurred in the wake of CPP de- 
mands for the rebels to be removed 
from the US blacklist as a foreign 
terrorist organization. The CPP 
has been engaged in sporadic 
peace talks with the Philippine 
government. 

‘Tabara broke away from the CPP in 
1992. He was the latest of a lengthen- 
ing list of guerrilla leaders killed after 
leaving the communist mainstream. 


"They came to kill 

De la Cruz disputed the CPP claim 
that the NPA intended to arrest 
Tabara. 

“it was not an arresting unit but a 
liquidation squad,” said De la Cruz, 
who headed the urban hit squad Alex 
Boncayao Brigade (ABB) before it 
broke away from the CPP-NPA in the 
early 19905. 

"Foolishness," De la Cruz said, 
adding that the accusations against 
‘Tabara were not true. 

De la Cruz said he was not sur- 


prised at the NPA owning up the 
killings. “They are the only ones with 
the motive and the persistence to at- 
tack us," he said. 

"While Tabards comrades hoped 
the killers would be arrested, De la 
"Cruz said it would be hard to catch 
them because of their “guerrilla” style 
of operations. 

"Only their support units аге stil in 
Manila while they are based in the pe- 
-riphery of Manila, like Central Luzon 
and Southern Tagalog," he said. 

Rosal also claimed that Tabara had 
Jong been in cahoots with police in 
running and protecting kidnap-for- 
ransom and drug trafficking syndi- 
cates. 

The CPP's official organ, "Ang 
Bayan,” said cases against Tabara 
included alleged complicity in the 
murder of an elderly farmer in Es- 
calante, Negros Occidental, in 
March 2002; a bank holdup їп 
Bayawan, Negros Oriental, in May 
2002 that resulted in the death of 
four bank employees; and the 
1989 kidnapping of Bombo-Radyo 
executive Roger Florete in Iloilo 
City that supposedly involved a 
PI5-million ransom, 

Tabara's comrades in the RPM-P 
have consistently denied the allega- 
tions and vowed to strike back at 


what they said were fanatics in the 
rebel movement. : 


PNP gathering evidence 

PNP officials said they were con- 
vinced the killings were the handi- 
work of the “special operations 
group" (SOG) of the CPP's military's 
зай. 3 

Director Arturo Lomibab, Criminal 
Investigation and Detection Group 
chief, said this was the same group. 
that killed Filemon “Ka Popoy” Lag. 
man and Romulo “Ка Rolly” Kintanar, 
two other top communist leaders 
who had severed their ties with the. 
CPE 

Shortly after learning about the 
CPP's admission, PNP chief Edgar 
Aglipay said Rosal would be included 
оп the list of persons police were 
planning to charge in connection 
with the Tabara killing. 

Police said they were also gather: 
ing evidence against Leo Velasco, 
head of the CPP military staff, and 
Prudencio Calubid, 506 comman- 
der. 

Tabara’s group entered into a 
peace accord with the government 
1999. Since then, his followers have. 
worked with soldiers to hunt NPA 
guerrillas on Negros. Withareport 
from Christian V Esguerra) 


Common folk help turtles find way back to the sea 


From page Al 


tured, and released to the sea a number of sea 
turtles accidentally trapped in fishing nets for 
the past two months. Е 

7 Antonio Macasaet Jr, a fisherman and 
Barangay council member from Puerto Prince- 
за City, was hailed as an "inspiration -by the 
World Wide Fund for Nature-Philippines Юг 
saving nine turtles in September alone. 

~ The nine creatures entered Macasaet' fish 
cage in the waters off Barangay Inagawan. 
Luckily for the turtles, the fish cage owner 
happened to be the chair of the barangay 
dóilfitee on the environment, the WWF 
said yesterday. 

7, Before releasing the turtles, Macasaet fol- 
{Sived “conservation protocols" by first notify- 
ing concerned agencies, including the Provin- 
tial Environment and Natural Resources Of- 
fice (Penro), the Palawan Council for Sustain- 
able Development, and the Tubbataha Man- 
agement Office. 


Incentives in Batangas 

‘The Penro put identification tags on the 
turtles before letting them go, the WWE 
added, Penro records showed that a total of 
298 sea turtles have been caught and then re- 
leased in Palawan waters alone since 1996. 

Elsewhere, in the coastline village of 
Laiya-Aplaya in San Juan, Batangas, baran- 
gay chair Wivin "Bunching" Llana has devised 
а unique incentive system for any fisherman 
who surrenders а sea turtle. 

‘The 57-year-old Llana, who also owns а 
beach resort in Laiya, had been offering 2500 
for every rescued turtle. As of last week, a to- 
tal of 13 turtles—including injured and 
egg-laying ones—have found temporary shel- 
ter, thanks to the Kapitan. 


Llana would keep the turtles for a few days 
in a pond inside his Kabayan resort, have а 
veterinarian take a look at them, before set- 
ting them loose. It didn't take long before the 
environmental group Mother Earth Philip- 
pines heard of his deeds. 

"The turtles—at one point we had опе be- 
lieved to have come all the way from 
Japan—have been drawn to Batangas because 
‘our waters are not yet polluted and the fishing 
here is good. But they are sometimes саш! 
mets and hooks," Шапа told the Inquirer two 
‘weeks ago in an interview arranged by MEP 


Superstition 

Environmentalists carr partly thank local 
superstition for his constituents’ kindness to- 
ward the turtles, he explained. 

While they of course welcome the Р500 re- 
ward, Laiya villagers believe its "bad luck” to 
have turtles as pets, he said. 

‘A municipal ordinance in San Juan also im- 
poses a ban on sale of turtles as well as dol- 
phins, headed. 

Curiously, Liana maintained that he didnt 
consider himself a true-blue nature lover at all 

“I just know there's a law and I'm just want 
the people to be more aware ofi,” he said. 


Endangered 

‘The WWF said there are seven known 
species of marine tures in the worl, all of 
them on the endangered list. Among the more 
commonly sighted in Philippine waters are 
the hawicbill green, and leatherback turdes, 
the last being the most threatened. 

Of Macasaet’s rescue efforts, WWF officer 
Zoe Latumbo said: “It is inspiring to know 
that there are people who respect nature and. 
actually do their share in environmental con- 
servation.” 


Chavit out of jueteng ... 
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longer involved in the illegal numbers game 
or jueteng. . 

«Jueteng will not survive in Ilocos without 
the say-so or protection of [Singson]," said 
Estrada in a statement that he sent to the Iw- 
Кз 

Singson, whose revelations that he acted as 
a-collector of jueteng protection money for 
Eptrada precipitated the disgraced leaders 
ouster, said in an interview that jueteng had 
become “too hot" for him and that he was get- 
ting out ofthe game. 

- "Do you believe him when he said that?” 
Estrada said in the note that he sent to this re- 
potter. 

«jn an interview with the Inguinen last 
‘Thursday, Singson said he was "totally out of 
jueteng" because, among other reasons, he 
had “more pressing problems to deal with.” 

..He denied having any knowledge of 
big-time jueteng operations or of their police 
and government protectors that Dagupan 
‘Archbishop Oscar Cruz had said he planned 
to name. 

Singson also said that he favored the legal- 
ization of the numbers game. 


Denial 

In his note, Estrada denied yet again the al- 
legations that Singson made during his im- 
peachment trial in 2001 and during his ongo- 
ing trial for corruption and plunder at the 
Sandiganbayan. 

‘Aside from the jueteng protection money 
that he allegedly collected for Estrada, 
Singson had claimed that he had also deliv- 
ered a part of the P170 million that was Ilocos 
Sur's share of the tobacco excise taxes to the 
ousted President. 


Estrada's defense lawyers have tied to de- 
stroy the credibility of Singson, who is the 
main prosecution witness, accusing him of al- 
legedly stealing the excise tax funds and pre- 
senting alleged Commission on Audit reports 
showing that the governor had “unliquidated 
cash advances" amounting to millions of pe- 


“Stealing since FVR time’ 

Singson claimed he took the Ilocos Sur ex- 
cise tax funds on the bidding of Estrada. 

"Hes lying. He was already stealing from 
the goyernment during the time of (Presi- 
dent) Ramos," Estrada said in his letter, claim- 
ing that the COA had found that Singson 
could have made off with close to a billion pe- 
sosin ill-gotten wealth 

Estrada said that the jueteng protection 
money that Singson allegedly delivered to 
him was actually money that Singson had 
contributed on his own behalf to the Erap 
Muslim Youth Foundation. He said Singson 
had done this to allegedly cover up his cor- 
rupt activities in locos Sur, 

“If 1 wanted the money for myself, | would 
not have placed it in the foundation,” he said. 

"The Ingumen tried to reach Singson but was 
told that he was in Hong Kong. 


Destroying credibility 

But in an earlier interview, the governor 
said Estrada's lawyers were making things up. 
to destroy his credibility asa witness. 

“They cannot hit the issue squarely so they 
are picking on me. Whatever they say, the 
case against [Estrada] remains strong,” he 
said ina telephone interview. 

Не also claims to have already settled his 
unliquidated cash advances for the years 
1999, 2000 and 2001. 


“Such a small act, if pooled togeth- 1а his recent close encounters with 
er, will help reverse the bleak forecast them, Шапа said indeed, turtles do 


experience self-pity, although that 
what we tend to believe. I was told 


of biodiversity loss (in the country), стуіп captivity. that the salt in their eyes melt when. 
Latumbo added. “But ifs not exactly because they their taken out ofthe sea,” he said. 
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Let axe fall where it may, says Palace 


From page Al 


the command.” 

He said the President's attendance at the 
summit should prove that domestic issues 
and “the harshest and most unfair media 
tirades” would not stop her from doing “her 
duty.” 

Other Palace officials could not say if Ms 
Artoyo would at least ask for the names of 
these officials or order an investigation. 

“We don't know who he (Robles) is refer- 
ring to and where he based his information. 
Its hard to make a reaction on that,” said 
Gabriel Claudio, Ms Arroyo's political adviser. 

“But on a personal note, I think rather than 
the President ordering an investigation or the 
Cabinet undertaking ап inquiry among its 
members, if there is somebody like Captain 
Gic) Robles who has information on alleged 
irregularities, why doesn't he share it with the 
Appropriate authorities?” Claudio added. 

Robles is a retired commodore. 


Transparency 

Silvestre Afable Ш, the President's commu- 
nications director, issued a similar reaction in 
а phone interview: "I have not seen a report 
оп that. Its hard to commen on something 
that was just aired in the media. 

"Of course, Malacafiang will act on any evi- 

dence that is brought in on any anomaly, but T 
„guess that is addressed primarily to the Om- 
“budsman. Its not really up to Malacañang in 
‘the first instance to investigate.” 
2 ater in the day, Afable issued this state- 
‘ment: "The President will not condone un- 
‘lawful conduct at any level of the govern- 
"ment, The Palace will investigate if evidence 
‘or reliable information is brought forth. Гат 
‘not aware of any official communication from 
"he US government on this matter. 

"We affirm transparency and due process 
‘and if anyone has any facts, he or she is urged 
ito submit these. But we will not jump into 
rash probes of generalistic allegations be- 
‘cause Cabinet members enjoy the confidence 
‘of the President and should be treated with 
respect.” 


Solving the problem 
Maj. Gen. Edilberto Adan, AFP deputy chief of 


staff, said the call for the resignation of the top 
‘military leadership would "not solve any prob- 


АЕР graft eyed in murder of colonel. ; 


From page Al 


dludinga Cherokee jeep and a Toyota Altis, 
the investigator said. 

He said the late Heredia, who received a 
basic monthly salary of about P17,835 (See 
table) as colonel, had also allegedly invest- 
'ed “several millions” in a lending house. As 
form of payment, the lending firm gave 
Heredia several post-dated checks, some of 
which matured only months after his mur- 
der, the investigator said. 

А1975 graduate of the Philippine Mil- 
‘itary Academy (PMA), Heredia, 49, was 
instructor at the National Defense Col- 
lege of the Philippines in Camp Aguinal- 
do at the time of his death, 


From buttons to tanks 

From 1999 to 2002, he headed the 
‘Army logistics, an office known among 
‘soldiers as G4. 

‘Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Nar- 
ciso Abaya, who once served as G4, said 
‘the office handles the procurement of ev- 
‘erything that the soldiers need, “from 
“buttons to battle tanks.” 


‘Driven by anger 
7 “Who would have known Raul was going 
to his parent house, unless somebody was 
‘monitoring him?" said Agapto Heredia. 

He said that whoever ordered the killing 
‘must have been driven "by а powerful 


Colonel says 
he’s cleared 


By Jani Arnaiz 
and Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


MAASIN CITY—The former budget offi 
cer of Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia yesterday 
said he would welcome the reopening of 
the case on his alleged ill-gotten wealth 
because he had nothing to hide. 

Im а phone interview, Col. George 
Rabusa said that he was cleared by the 
Ombudsman the first time he was inves- 
tigated in 2002 and that he was confi- 
dent he would be cleared again. 

Rabusa's name hasbeen mentioned as 
among those being investigated by the 
AFP for unexplained wealth. He was ac- 
cused of amassing some PSO million in 
real estate, vehicles and cash deposits. 

Currently chief of operations of the 
‘Armed Forces’ Cebu-Central Command 
(Centcom), Rabusa said he was not in | 
hiding and would make himself avail 
able to investigators if called. 

Col. Jefferson Omandam, Centeom 
spokesperson, said Rabusa remained 
chief of operations and had not gone on | 
leave 

He said Rabusa left for Manila om 
Thursday to attend a series of confer- 
ences and activities in Camp Aguinaldo 
and would be in Manila until Oct. 15. 

Rabusa refused to talk about his family. 
particularly his wife Debbie, who, he sid, 
had been unfairly dragged into the case. 


lem" and “might just create more problems." 

He was responding to Sen. Juan Ponce En- 
rile's statement the other day that AFP chief 
Gen. Narciso Abaya and other senior military 
officials should resign in view of the corrup- 
tion scandal involving Maj. Gen. Carlos Gar 
cia, among others. 

Ombudsman Simeon Marcelo has or- 
dered Garcia, former AFP comptroller, го 
explain in writing within 10 days why he 


should not be charged in court for corrup- 
tion. 

“Based on available records, the Office of 
the Ombudsman determined... that the sub- 
mitted evidence against Major General Garcia. 
is quite strong," Agence France Presse quoted 
Marilyn Galvez, spokesperson for the special 
prosecutor, as saying. 

‘Adan told ANC television that Abaya and 
other military and defense officials had set in 
motion “mechanisms and processes” to ad- 
dress the problem. 

Instead of calling for their resignation, 
‘Adan said, various sectors in society should 
support Abaya and Defense Secretary Avelino 
Cruz in moves to stamp out corruption in the 
military. 

“General Abaya has been pursuing the 
Philippine defense reform measures since two 
years ago, after the joint defense assessment 
made between the AFP and US defense offi- 
dials,” Adan said. 

He said the assessment revealed "rhe weak- 
nesses of the AFP in all aspects, not just in op- 
erations but [also] in financial [matters] and 
logistics” 

efense Secretary Avelino Cruz is on top 
Adan said, adding: 
"AU the weaknesses, the lack of capability 
and the capability gaps, as we call it, have 
been discovered and known. So the action is 
now being taken. Itis very focused.” 


Another mutiny 

The militant farmers alliance Kilusang 
Magbubukid ng Pilipinas warned of another 
mutiny reminiscent of the one mounted by ju- 
nior officers last year in Makati 

"This is indeed very fertile ground for mili- 
tary adventurists to exploit, unless the gov- 
emment does something decisive against its 
erring generals,” said KMP secretary general 
Danilo Ramos. 

Ramos pressed for the investigation of Inte- 
rior Secretary Angelo Reyes, a former defense 
secretary, and retired general Victor Corpus, 
whom the Magdalo mutineers had earlier ac- 
cused of corruption. The leaders of the Mag- 
alo group have since withdrawn their accu- 
sation and apologized. 

He alleged thar the generals accused of cor- 
ruption were "very close" to Reyes. With re- 
ports from Alcuin Papa and Norman Bor- 
dadora; Michael Lim Ubac in Hanoi 


= ‘Conversion’ is source 
of AFP corruption 


From page Al 


a "tolerance" to this practice dur- 
ing the martial law years. 

Robles said the total amount of 
funds lost to conversion was diffi 
cult to compute because it would 
depend on how much a unit or 
command was actually getting as 
itsbudget. 

"Judge it from the money that 
is coming out. The spring cannot 
тізе higher than its source, he 
said, adding that certain generals 
‘were suffering “a fatal addiction” 
to money. 

Мај. Gen. Edilberto Adan, 
spokesperson of the АЕР admit- 
ted that the corruption scandal 
involving generals was partly the 
result of a “flawed, defective and 
weak" system of checks and bal- 
ances inthe military. 

But Adan was quick to point 
outin an interview over ANC tele- 
vision that AFP Chief of Staff Gen. 
Narciso Abaya and Defense Sec- 
retary Avelino Cruz were “on top" 
of the situation and were ad- 
dressing the problem, 

Robles expressed agreement 
with Adan in a talk with re 
porters: "The situation itself is 
hard to control because, what are 
the checks and balances there? 
‘Theresa lack of supervision." 

He also noted the loss of a sense 
of values among military officers. 
“For them, it is their right to take 
the money..” he said in Filipino. “It 
seems they hold contests on who 
can get more money. Sometimes 
you will hear some officers saying 
they were able to get this much. So 
there will be some teasing that an- 
‘other officer goi more.” 


Imagine 

When asked how rampant the 
practice of conversion was in the 
military, Robles cited the case of 
Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia: "If a рег. 
son like Garcia, who is а 
comptroller, can amass $2 million, 
how rampant do you think itis? 
You can deduce it from the other 
end—how much comes ош [or 
goes to graft], if the wastage froma 
mere comptroller is that big. Jus 
imagine howrampant iis." 

Garcia was suspended last 
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September by the AFP on orders 
of the Ombudsman after it was 
discovered that he did not de- 
are some of his property in his 
statement of assets, liabilities and 
net worth. a 

The AFP investigated Garcia 
after one of his sons was caught 
with $100,000 at the San Francié- 
coairport in the United States last 
December. But the probe was dis- 
continued for lack of evidence. ^ 

Garcia was transferred from 
the Office of the Comptroller to 
plans and programs. 


What's the solution : 
"When asked, Robles was unable 
to suggest a solution to the prob: 
lem of corruption inthe military. , 
"If you will not love your cou: 
try if you are greedy and if your 
sense of values has been distort, 
ed, what is the solution? If you 
are greedy, what is the solution to 
greed? 1 don't know,” he said. 

He added: “The generals are 
not sensitive to whether what 
they are doing is right. They are 
mot thinking about the things 
they are doing, They are addicted 
to acquiring money. If you put 
away PS ог P10 million, its al 
most understandable. But P100 
million—that hurts. 


Fatal addiction " 

“A lot of our generals are suf: 
fering from a certain sort of ill 
ness. les а fatal form of addiction 
to money, to the acquisition of Îl- 
legally earned money or wealth.” 

“The other day Robles disclosed 
that two other generals and thrée 
Cabinetlevel officials were fac- 
ing investigation and indictment 
by US authorities for allegedly 
stashing large dollar accounts in 
the United States. Я 

Robles isa former member of 
the Reform the AFP Movement 
(RAM) and of the Feliciano Com: 
mission, which investigated the 
root causes of the failed mutiny 
mounted by the Magdalo group 
last year. 

‘Among other things, the РЕ 
ciano Commission recommended 
that corruption in the military bé 
addressed to avoid any more mili- 
tary adventures by junior officers. 


PAF pilot saves 100 ... 
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oil temperature just minutes after 
taking off from the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport, said Air 
Force spokesperson Lt. Col. Resti- 
tuto Padilla. 

Zambrano then disabled the 
outer right engine after it mani- 
fested a "discrepancy" and imm 
diately turned the plane around 
for an emergency landing at the 
airport, Padilla said. 


Screeching halt 

Fearing the aircraft could over- 
shoot the runway and plow into 
vehicles and homes on a nearby 
Toad, the pilot stepped on the 
brakes, causing two tires to blow 
out but finally bringing the plane 
toa screeching halt. 

The military cargo plane was 
femying 129 member of the 
Presidential Security Group and 


teeta ne 


several search dogs to Bohol, 
Padilla said. President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo is scheduled to visit 
the province today shortly after 
her arrival from Hanoi. 

The presidential guards were 
transferred to another C-130. 


Airport shut down : 
“The airport reopened to trafic 
some tree hours after ie was shut 
down by the military cargo plane 
that became stranded in the mid- 
dle ofa runway, officials said. 
Emergency services towed the 
aircraft away from the middle ofthe 
runny more than three hours later, 
and flights resumed at the country's 
busiest airport in mid-morning, ai 
роп contro tower officials said. 
Several outgoing international 
flights were delayed while incom- 
ingjets were diverted to other air. 
ports elsewhere in the country 
during the emergency. AP/AFP 


ne | 


anger (masyadong malaki ang gal)” 
Raul left his Camp Aguinaldo house at 
about 6:30 a.m. for the 10-minute drive 
to V Luciano. While on the way, he called 
his sister to ask her to open the gate. 
"His sister was coming down to open the 
gate when Raul was shot" Heredia said. 


Fruitless investigation 

The retired Heredia, now 86, said he had 
approached Commodore Tirso Danga, cur- 
тет chief of Isafp and classmate of Raul at 
the PMA for the results of the investigation 
that Isafp had reportedly conducted 

“But Danga said they had stopped the 
investigation because Ваш death was 
not a national security matter” said 
Heredia, who was himself an investiga- 
torfor 23 years. 

“The leap was apparently pursuing the 
angle that the New Peoples Army (NPA) 
was behind Raul's killing, but when the 
NPA disowned it, the Isafp turned the 
case over to the National Bureau of In- 
‘vestigation 


NBI takes over 

NBI Director Reynaldo Wycoco con- 
firmed the Heredia case was transferred to 
the Bureau in March. But he would not 
elaborate, beyond saying that the case was 
in the hands of the NBI-National Capital 
Region chief Ary Edmundo Arugay. 

"The case is being investigated. We are 


working on it,” Wycoco told the ола 
last month. He said the NBI маз the fourth 
agency to investigate the Heredia kiling. 

The Central Police District and the 
Philippine National Police Criminal Inves- 
‘igaon and Detection Group (CIDG) also 
initiated their own probes, following the 
NPA angle. Both also stopped after the NPA 
disavowed any hand in the killing. 

“Some of my relatives аге already aunt- 
ing me, like we don't know anybody” said 
Heredia, a 1943 graduate ofthe PMA. 

Маш direct kin also refused to com- 
menton the ease 


Family of soldiers 

“We will just leave it to the authorities. 
‘That is the proper thing to do,” said Senior 
Sup. Renato Heredia, Rauls younger 
brother 

Raul was one of several Heredias con- 
nected to the miliary and the police ser- 
vice. The oldest among them is Agapito Sr, 
whose brother, Pedro, is the father of Raul. 

Pedro graduated from the PMA in 
1952. His footsteps would be followed 
later by sons, Raul, in 1975; Renato, 
1977 and Rommel, 1979. Their first 
cousin, Agapito Jr, graduated from the 
academy in 1970. 


Baffling questions > 
“Another cousin retired police Gener- 
al Rey Bertoys, a 1969 PMA graduate, 


Tira Sano $ 
ы эн, i 
me ing the motive lor he kilin х 
Army colonel ары ев gunned down an „МЕ CPD dieci * 
DUREE ЫЫЗЫ эч ы 

Raul Heredia, the shoouny was a case omc О. 
National Defoe onic ап rune atthe eg naken den ty 
Semele жаш шск кона teen essa о ош 
р bouns м kag poe e 
ар Pe a Wet аира ta Gang 
Nori EX 
ие НЕ By Че 
ha Секта М Dai, any a ul PY шу ы стил 
Saline ey, ee Nel wan ens AY 
а “Sera euro 
‘Pome Bed ca board йа е тн ge 


Pr end Isa pe: 


эе 
шор RSE 

И Е ыл мыш кыш 
srr oa aye гс 


the Heredias said. 

Who killed Raul and why have baffled 
even Raul's classmates. 

"There are so many rumors and theo- 
ries going around," said Mistah (former 


classmate) and Adm. Arthur Gosingan, 
chief of the Philippine Coast Guard. “I's 
time for the concerned agencies to come 
out with results of the investigation, if 
they really are investigating." 
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Cops need 
shooting 
practice, 
says official 


By Luige A. del Puerto pened. 


if you don't have a passport or 
a drivers license, nor are you а 
member of the Social Security 
System’ and you need a valid 
identification card, then the Land 
Transportation Office has a solu- 
tion to your problem. 

ITO Chief Anneli Lontoc said 
her agency would start issuing 


ONLY 10 of Marikina City’s 281 
xlicemen are capable of shoot- 
{ng a gun and hitting their target, 
the results of a three-day firing 
proficiency test showed. 

"Two of the 10 considered as 
miarksmen are from the city’s Spe- 
cial Weapons and Tactics team. 
They were POI Robert Crimen 
and PO2 Marvin Cabagui. 
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LTO to issue IDs for non-drivers. 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


AN IDENTIFICATION card for 

non-drivers from the agency that 

issues licenses to motorists? 
Stranger things have hap- 


IDs to non-drivers next year once. 
the implementing rules and regu- 
lations have been drafted and ap- 


al ID system, the LTO-issued ID 
would be non-mandatory, she 
Lontoc said Malacafiang could 


ing agency of the ID because of 


good database and facilities, ac- 


Issuing the new ID would be 
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inline with Exeeutive Order 306 
approved last April aimed at 
preventing the use of false 
names and identities, Lontoc 
sai 

The EO identified the passport, 
drivers license, the SSS and the 
ITO ID as the four valid, govern- 
ment issued identification cards. 

“The requirements before we 
issue an ID would also be strin- 
gent because this would be one of 
the only four valid IDs," the LTO 
 dief added. 

"While Lontoc said the program 
‘was still in the planning stage, 


she said it would raise additional 
revenues for the government. 
She was unable to give any esti- 
mates. Just recently, the LTO 
started selling vanity plates esti 
mated to raise about P3.5 billion 
for the government over a five- 
year period. 

The LTO is one of the biggest 
revenue-earning government of- 
fices, collecting fees from the is- 
suance of drivers licenses and 
motor vehicle registration pa- 
pers. Last year, the agency accu- 
mulated about P7.5 billion in 
fees, half of which went to the na- 


tional treasury. 

Lonto said fees for the по 
driver IDs could be similar to the 
charges for drivers licenses. 2 

The LTO is planning to iif 
crease its fees, charges and penak 
ties by an average of 170 percerit 
"upon the approval of the trans- 
portation department. 

The cost of a non-professional 
drivers license would be raised to 
600 from the current P180, rep- 
resenting а 233-percenthike. = 

For professionals, the cost of a 
new license would be raised from 
P240 to P450. 


ofa nation- 


as the issu- 


offices na- 
also has a 


‘The other marksmen are РОЗ 
Jaime Diaz, SPO2 Oscar Angeles, 
РОЗ Ricardo Mendoza, РО1 Lore- 
to Saniel, РОТ Melchor Marcos, 
Senior Insp. Carlito Briones, POL 
Dominador Pimentel and POL 
Edgar Abaygar. 

‘There are four shooter cate- 
gories: novice, marksman, sharp 
shooter and expert. The results 
mean the rest of the policemen 
are classified as “novice shoot- 
ers," whom some senior officials 
ghide as only worthy of crying 

olos. 

“This is an eye opener for the 
(Philippine National Police) lead- 
ership. Itneeds to set aside a bud- 
get for ammunition for practice 
shooting," said Sr. Supt. Felipe 
Rojas Jr, Marikina police chief. 

This is true, he said, not only in 
Marikina but all throughout the 
country. 

‘Although the PNP has a direc- 
tiverequiring each lawman to fire 
45 rounds every year, it does not 
have the money to provide its 
men with bulles 
” In fact, the city police only had 
the chance to test its men after lo- 
val arms manufacturer, Arms- 
corp, provided them with bullets. 

In rerum, Marikina agreed to 
promote its products. 

Rojas has called the woe beset- 
ting the PNP as "hazardous." ЧЕ 
you have cops who have not fired 
their guns for months or years, 
же are not sure who would get 
shot at once they pull the trigger. 


CHILD" 
Children in Culiat, Quezon City, show off their prized "tex" small, colorful, children's play cards—for trading. 


PLAY 


MMDA 

to clear - 
Avenida : 
of vendors 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


RIZAL Avenue in Caloocan City 
will be free of ilegal vendors Бе; 
ginning today. 

The Metropolitan Manila De- 
velopment Authority (MMDA) 
will be clearing the avenue from 
Bonifacio Monument Circle to 
7th Avenue, said Sidewalk 
Clearing Operations chief Bobby 
Esquivel 

Esquivel said sidewalk vendors 
had claimed two lanes ofthe six- 
lane avenue. 

He added that Caloocan Mayor 
Enrico Echiverri ordered the 
clearing. “These vendors would 
havea harder time reclaiming the 
streets because we have the sup- 
port ofthe local government,” Es- 
Quivel said. 

Before the elections, MMDA 
Chair Bayani Fernando stopped 
the agency's clearing operations, 

MMDA officials said the lack of 
support from local government 
forced them to pull out of the 
clearing of sidewalks. 


Thisis hazardous," he said. 


26 QC jail inmates found 
afflicted with tuberculosis 


By Tina G. Santos 


AT LEAST 26 inmates at the Quezon City Jail 
have tuberculosis, a health officer at the jail 
said yesterday 

OF the number, five were diagnosed this 
month, but all are currently undergoing treat- 
ment atthe jails infirmary. 

The official, who refused to be named, dis- 
closed that they already lost two inmates to 
tuberculosis, or TB, last month, 

"Once inside the jail, it is only a matter of 
time before a patients condition—specially 
those with TB—deteriorates she added. 

n and local government officials have 
been blaming overcrowding and poor condi- 
tion in jails as among the causes of the spread 
of diseases among inmates. 

Earlier, city councilors urged Speaker Jose 
de Venecia to appropriate funds for the con- 
struction ofa new detention center: 

The councilors, led by Jorge Banal (3rd 
Distric), stressed the need for another build- 


ing for the Quezon City Jail to prevent riots 
and the spread of diseases among inmates. 

“Overcrowding has brought about subhu- 
man and deplorable conditions inside the 
Jail, often times leading to the inmates 
deaths due to various diseases and extreme 
psychological distress and trauma,” the 
councilors noted 

The Quezon City Jail, a 300-square meter 
facility at the back of the Central Police Dis- 
trict Kamuning Station on Edsa, was built to 
hold only 400 inmates. 

It is currently servicing a population of 
more than 3,000 prisoners. 

The councilors also stressed the city’s need 
for a more spacious and more secure facility 
that would help inmates reform by recogniz- 
ing their dignity as human beings. 

“The city government, through its city plan- 
ning and development office, has already ini 
tiated a study of a proposed penology site that. 
may be situated near the Payatas area, the 
councilors added. 


Newspaper editor's son 
falls off jeepney, dies 


By Tina G. Santos 


A 19-YEAR-OLD student was killed after he 
ed and fell off a speeding passenger jeep- 
ney in Quezon City the other night. 

Victim Peter John Carpio, son of The Philip- 
pine Star Sports assistant editor Gerry Carpio, 
of K-Sth Street, Kamuning, hit the pavement 
and died while being rushed to the hospital. 

Investigation showed that Carpio boarded 
а Cubao-bound jeepney in front of the SM 
Centerpointat about 7 p.m. Thursday. 

Since there was no more available seat in- 
side, he and a companion decided to hang on- 
to the rear of the jeepney. 

However, he lost his grip and fell from the 
Jeepney asit passed Balite Drive. 

His head hit the pavement. 

His companion, John Michael Hidalgo, 18, 
told traffic investigators that the driver, 
Richard Bagalihog, 28, of Sunflower Street, 


Fermaline Homes, Marikina City, was driving 
too fast. 

Bagahilog and Hidalgo brought Carpio to 
the Quirino Memorial Medical Center 
where he was declared dead on arrival. 

Doctors said he had a fractured skull. 

‘Authorities impounded the jeepney while 
Bagahilog was charged with reckless impru- 
dence resulting in homicide. 

The death of Carpio came even as the 
Metropolitan Manila Development Authority 
(MMDA) declared a renewed drive against 
hanging onto the rear of jeepneys. 

On Sept. 28, MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando 
said that his men would start apprehending 
Jeepney drivers who allow “hangers” in their 
vehicles. 

Femando said drivers would be fined 
P500 for overloading. At the same time, 
“hangers-on” would also be fined for jay- 
walking 
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Asi, et al. to be declare 


DOJ panel set 
to recognize 8 * Single life reinvented. 
cagers as citizens | I'm in the mood for change. 


I want to be part of what | see. 
1 want to belong. 


He 1 want the screen to take me along. 


SI TAULAVA and seven other 

Philippine Basketball Asso- 

ciation cagers will be called 
“Fil-shams” no more. 

А special Department of Justice committee 
tasked to review the case ofthe eight players is to 
release anytime soon a recommendation recog- 
nizing the eight as Filipino citizens, according to 
a highly placed source at the department. 

“We are convinced thatthe documents sub- 
mitted to this department are enough to affirm 
the separate orders of the Bureau of Immigration 
recognizing (the eight players) as Filipino citi- 
zens” said the committee report, a copy of 
"which was shown to the Iigumza by the source. 

ironically, the document also stressed that 
“this department does not have the competence 
to rule as to the truthfulness of the contents of 
the foreign documents,” which the foeign-bom 
cagers submitted to prove their Filipino lineage. 

"The committee will submit the report to Jus- 
tice Secretary Raul Gonzales within the next two 
weeks. 

Talk N Tex's Taulava, the PBAS most valuable 
player last season, as well as Davonn Harp, Jon 
Ordonio and Mick Pennisi of Red Bull, Rudy Hat- 
field of Coca-Cola, Andy Seigle and Alex Crisano 
of Barangay Ginebra, and Dorian Peña of San 
Miguel Beer are the league's only players whose 
ciizenships have been questioned. 


Senate credibility questioned 

Kenneth Duremdes, one of the homegrown 
players most vocal about reaching а definite con- 
lusion to the case, said he still isn’t aware ofthe 
report. 

“But if its true, its like saying our Senate has 
no credibility. Is like saying (former Senators) 
John Osmefia and Robert Barbers have no credi 
bility” said Duremdes. 

“Well see what happens and then take it from 
there" 

"The committee reportedly based its decision 
on documents— mostly afidavits submitted by 
the cagers. The panel apparently ignored the 
findings of the Senate Committee on Games, 
‘Amusement and Sports last year. 

"The Senate committe, chaired by Barbers, 
who had sent emissaries to investigate the 
cagers supposed roots, recommended the sum- 
mary deportation of the players. 

"Ihe Barbers committee said the documents 
provided by the cagers were fake, except those of 
Seigle. The Ginebra forward failed to elect for 

ino citizenship when he reached legal age. 

“The foreign documents submitted are au- 
thentiated in accordance with our administra- 
tive requirement,” the report stated. 

Tr stated, however, that the Justice depart- 
mentis not tasked to, prove the veracity of the 
documents and affidavits submitted by the eight 
players. 


Beyond DOJ jurisdiction 

“Its beyond the jurisdiction and competence 
ofthis department to make a finding or declara- 
on that the documents secured from the Na- Home Theater System $ 
tional Statisties Office (NSO) and the respective Plasma TV & Wireless HC 5522 
local civil registrar are falsities” 

The report added, "The alleged falsity of the | IEE 
documents submited... (is the) sole responsibil- | 
ity of the local civil registrars concemed”. LCs latest microchip innovation 
„Any verification, it said, “must be done in a 
quasi judicial or judicial proceedings upon prop- 


ег complaint filed by an aggrieved party and < Ё | TRUE NOISE 
а= 


Where the partis are given the chance or oppor- 
tunity to rebut the allegation.” bon Coton “7 BUSTER 


Taulava claims his mother is a Filipino citizen. DLP Projection TV Siac ج‎ Flat TV "Lafinion" 
However, an unimpeachable Justice department . 
source noted that her citizenship “was neveres- | LG Electronics Philippines, Ine. 15 Legaspi St Mong Pi pT No (2) 4-8 u 8S ыс (02) 640 В Comer ниц Center (02) 492525 ИНОМ vec 
asvan <. 


aes Siew, 


DAYS TO GO 


Ferriols keys , 
big Express 
victory over 
Barakos 


‘GAMES TOMORROW (Araneta Coliseum) 
4 p.m.—Purefoods vs Coca-Cola 
6:30 p.m.— Ginebra vs Sta. Lucia 


By Musong R. Castillo 


JOE LIPA just finished fighting a 
losing fight in Iran. 

fer the first week of the Gran Mata- 
dor PBA Philippine Cup, hes at least got 
something pleasant to come home to. 

A FedEx crew he left to assistant Jojo Vil- 

+ Ja upset presoumament favorite Red Bull 
as night, 102-95, a fortune Lipa never had 
the pleasure of experiencing with a Philip- 
pine team inthe Asian Young Men's ЧЕ. 

John Ferris scored 21 points and four 
other Express chipped in with 11 or better 
as FedEx showed complete mastery of the 
Thunder and spoiled Vergel Meneses’ de- 
butin a Red Boll uniform. 

‘And Villa made sure that all credit went 
to his mentor, even if Lipa told him before 
leaving to do whatever he pleased. 

“Не (Lipa) told me to do what] wanted 
to do with the team," Vila said. “But I did 
oniy what the principles of coach Lipa has 
taught us in the past. It was all about his 
coaching and preparations out there.” 

Lipa is set to plane in together with the. 
winless Philippine Team today or tomor. 
row, according to Villa. 

FedEx established control with a late 
‘bustin the second period and the Express 
found themselves siting on a 61-41 bub- 
ble they collectively preserved for а 1-0 
card lke idle Coca-Cola and Purefoods. 

1 Omanzie Rodriguez, dangled asa trade 
bait without takers in the offseason, 
scored 11 of his 15 points in the second 


Torre: RP 


LONGTIME Board 1 player Eugene Torre 
believes the Philippines is well poised to 
barge into the Top 10 of the World Chess 
Olympiad following maverick Grandmas- 
ter Joey Antonio's "unconditional" pledge 
to lay for the country 

Torre, Asia's first GM, earlier agreed to 
give way to Antonio for Board 1 duties in 
the Olympiad slated Oct. 14 to 30 in Ma- 
jórca, Spain. 

"Tore also said he is ready to play on 
Board 3, behind Antonio and GMelect 
Mark Paragua—the countrys hottest and 
highest-ranked player—to strengthen the 
country's bid in the biennial meet. 

All is well on the local chess scene, at 
least for now after Antonio agreed totem- 
orally set aside his complaints against 
certain officials of the National Chess Fed- 
eration of the Philippines (NCFP) in the 
interest of the country’s participation in 
the Olympiad. 

Yesterday, NCFP president Go Teng Kok 
said Antonio would no longer oppose the 
appointment of secretary general Samuel 
Esimo as non-playing team captain unti af- 
ter the team’s rerum from the tournament 

“1 had a long talk with Joey yesterday 
and told him to set aside his problem with 
the NCEP leadership unt afer the 
Olympiad," Go told the Scoop sa Kamayan 


MARC Pingris of FedEx caps the Express’ wirining game against Red Bull witha dunk. 


period. He had four of his first half total in 
а 14-4 unto round out that quarter 

"The closest the Thunder got to was sev- 
еп after that, when Meneses came back 
into the fray to score five straight points 
for 85-92 with sil 5:09 to play. 

But like what characterized Red Bulle 
poor offense in the first half, the team could 
mot buy a bucket for the next 2:40 or so. 

‘A three-point play by Homer Se off Jun- 
thy Valenzuela and two freethrows by Ren- 


well pies for Top 


& 


Ren Айша put фе outcome beyond doubt. 

‘Talk "N Text streaked to the solo lead 
later in the night, geting 22 points from 
Willie Miller and 21 from Asi Taulava in a 
94-86 decision of Alaska. 

The scores 

Fest Gane 

FEDEX 102—Feriols 2, Rodriguez 15 Pis 14, 
Mets 2 Se 11, Yap 8. De Ocampo 7, Goa G. 
uo 6, Coda. Bones 0, roo 

RED BULL BARAKO 95—Hap 26, Versa 18, 


NCFP president Go Teng Kok receives a check for PI milion from Tessa Mangahas, 
executive director of the First Gentleman Foundation for Sports, for the participation 
of Filipino prodigies in the 2004 World Youth Chess Championships on Nov. 3-14 in 
Crete, Greece. The check was presented during the awarding ceremonies of the 
recent National Chess Grand Finals in Tagaytay Looking on are directors of the МСЕР. 


‘weekly session at the Kamayan Restaurant 
on Padre Faura Street in Manila. 

1 told him not to put me in the spot if 
he has anything against certain officials, 
because am the NCEP president. will fx 
the matter" said Go in Filipino. “He even 
pledged his full support tothe NCFE" 

“Torre, who also appeared at the session 


along with fellow players Darwin Laylo, 
the newly crowned national champion, 
Intemational Master Jayson Gonzales, 
‘women's champ Joy Lomibao and Aices 
Salvador, said the development augurs 
well for the countrys campaign in the 
‘men's and women's competitions. 

“That makes our teams more solid be- 


Meneses 15, Pers 10, lue 9, Bagulo & Tu- 
ate, Lopez 3. Agapo 2. Robinson 0. 

(Quarters: 28:21,51-41,7871, 10295. 

Second Game 

TALK N TEXT 94— ioc 22, Tariana 21, Ton 18, 
орг 13, Pablo 8, De Ocampo 8, Camaso 2, Balano 
2. Ванга. 

‘ALASKA 85—Cortez 22. Pak 1, Calo 13. Aigo 
11 Thoss 10, Alado 8, Hatin 4, Tada 2, Fedi 0, 
оао. 

Quarters 27-28, 4-45, 7270,94. 


10 finish 


‘cause now all we have to think is how to 
play well in our bid for a better finish in 
both the men's and women's compet 
tons; said Torre. 

“Lalong lumakas ang team at sa tingin 
ko (The team got even stronger and | 
think) we can duplicate, if not surpass, our 
best finish in the Olympiad,” said Torre. 

The meris team wound up a fighting 
seventh in the Olympiad's edition in Thes- 
saloniki, Greece, in 1988. The women's 
side made it to the Top 20 in 1998. 

Go, who also heads the track and field 
association, faces yer another problem, 
however. 

Three days before the nationals sched- 
uled departure on Tuesday, members of 
the delegation have yet to obtain their 

The Spanish Embassy has set inter- 
views with the nationals on Monday. 

Go has advanced P1.6 million from his 
account to pay for the players’ visa fees 
and allowances. 

“The Philippine Sports Commission has 
given the NCFP P600,000 to partly defray 
the delegation’ expenses. 

Go said GM-elect Mark Paragua, fresh 
off two victories in toumaments in 
Ukraine, will link up with the rest of the 
team in Spain. 
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Philsoc 
may ask 
DepEd 

to call off 
classes 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE PHILIPPINE Southeast Asian Games Or- 
ganizing Committee plans to urge the Depart- 
ment of Education to suspend classes for the 
duration of the SEA Games here next year to 
help ensure the biennial meets success. 

Phisoc chair Roberto Pagdanganan said 
they have prepared a list of plans, including 
the participation of students as volunteers, to 
make sure that attention is focused on the 
Games. 

Pagdanganan and Philippine Olympic 
Committee president Celso Dayrit and the 
rest of the Philsoc will finalize plans today be- 
fore meeting with officials of the 10 other 
SEAG member-nations on Monday and Tues- 
day here. 


Change of SEAG schedule 

‘Among Pagdanganan and Dayrit's propos- 
als is the change of SEAG schedule from Nov. 
20-30 to Nov. 27 to Dec. 5 next year. 

The suspension of classes will also allow 
students to watch the Games in venues in 
Metro Manila, Subic, Cebu City and Bacolod 
City Pagdanganan said. 

The Philsoc will present the same plans to 
the SEAG Federation during the two-day 
meeting. 

Pagdanganan said the changes in the 
schedule and duration of the Games will 
mean substantial savings for both the orga- 
nizers and the participating countries. 


Rooting for RP athletes 

These will also give local sports enthusiasts 
а chance to troop to the venues and root for 
the country’s athletes since the proposed 
schedule will include two weekends as well as 
the Nov. 30 National Heroes’ Day. 

"I is important to show our guests that in 
the greater interest of the nation, our people 
can stand united and supportive of each oth- 
er” said Pagdanganan. 


Taulava, et al. 
to be declared 
Pinoys 


tablished by direct documentary evidence." 

Only "selfserving documents,” the source 
added, were submitted such as an NSO copy of 
the delayed registration of the Certificate of Live 
Birth of his mother, an affidavit that his mother 
was from Samar and an affidavit that she is a Fil- 
ipino citizen at the time of his birth. 

Hatfield, Crisano, Ordonio and Peña also 
claim that one of their parents is а Filipino, but 
the source again noted that "no document was 
submitted to establish their Filipino citizenship.” 

In June, the DOJ declared Ordonio a Filipino 
citizen but Gonzales said his case would be re- 
viewed again. 

Harp and Penniis citizenship were substaniat- 
cay local documents, but according to the source, 

“question on the authenticity of the Certificates of 
Live Binh submited by both players had been 
raised since they were not sued by the NSO” 

Seigle has proven his Filipino lineage but “the 
issue is whether he elected Filipino citizenship 
оп time ater he has reached the age of majority" 
He elected Philippine citizenship at 26 years old. 

His younger brother Danny, however, quali- 
fied as a legitimate Filipino American under the 
constitution. 


From page A21 


UNLESS the papers lied, Manny Pac- 
quiao is back. He came home quietly on 
‘Tuesday from Los Angeles on board a 
PAL jet—without the fanfare usually ac- 
corded him. 

No streamers, nor a throng, greeted 
him at the Майа and thats because he 
was not coming home this time a tri- 
umphant hero. This time, he came 
home minus a conquest, only with a 
wounded pride. 

This time, he came home minus a 
knockout win, or a dubious draw ver- 
dict, only with a tale of woe from the 
land of milk and honey. 

"This time, he came home nearly a 
broken man, left practically 10 cajole 
himself over a sad fate reserved only for 
los souls like Rolando Navarette. 

m his closest friends or supporters 
weren't around to fetch him at the alr- 
port. Only his wife, Jinkee, and a hand- 
ful of relatives came to meet him. The 
couple then slipped out of public view, 
retreating to what is generally consid- 


Boxing's suckers, swindlers 


етей their love nest somewhere in Mani- 
1а. That was, perhaps, the only bright 
note in the boxer’s homecoming. 

But perhaps in their solitude—OK 
tight embrace—they must have tried re- 
constructing what went wrong along 
the way. 

Manager bungled his job? 

Promoter made a jerk out of himself? 

Matchmaker sold him down the 
drain? 

Pacquiao left Manila for America on 
Sept. 8, brimming with confidence he 
could fand a megabuck fight either 
against Marco Antonio Barrera or Juan 
Manuel Marquez. Instead, he got by- 
passed, tossed around like Caesar's Sal- 
ada clear victim of the polities of the 
red district of sports that is boxing. 

Generally speaking, Pacquiao is 
world celebrity stuff since he had al- 
ready beaten some of the best in the 
business—on the world stage at that. 

Who could question bis 1th-round 
destruction of Barrera, the Mexican 


SPECTATOR fax 


icon, in November in Texas? 

‘And then that split draw with Mar- 
quez in May, a decision roundly booed 
by che'experis who chorused that Pac- 
quiao was robbed of victory? 

For Filipino boxers to win in America, 
they must knock out their foes or be- 
come perennial victims of hometown 
decisions. 

Ive known for years how wheel 
dealers in this sport have succeeded in 
duping people. 

in this business, the name of the 
game ishustling. Most of the time, if not 
all of the time, double-crossers end up 
laughing their way to the bank. 


In this business, the glib of tongue. 
succeeds all the time. 

In this business, the gullible ends up 
holding the empty bag most ofthe time. 

If you want to see a sea of suckers in 
sports, come to boxing. 

Over here, they come in droves, not 
by the hour but by the minute. 

Over here, they transform well- 
meaning fellas into instant liars faster 
than the oil companies can raise their 
fuel prices. 

If you ever believe one item about 
this fight or that fight happening with- 
ош the benefit of a contract to such ef- 
fect signed by parties to the fight, you 
are a candidate for instant member- 
ship to АА. AA here meaning Amen 
‘Anonymous: You always say amen to 
everything you hear, you read about 
boxing. 

1 can cite you stories about a Pac- 
quiao fight supposedly set for this date. 
ог that date just weeks after the Pac- 
‘quiao-Marquez bout, Believe me, not 


one of them was true. And yet, the way 
they were written, the way the papers 
presented them to the public, you were 
given the impression that all's well inso- 
far as Pacquiao's next fight in America 
was concerned, Turns out everything 
was mere blah-blah. 

The funny thing was, some of the 
most jaded in the sweet science had 
been had, too. 

And let's not look too far. Wasn't Ger- 
ту Peñalosa, as batile-searred as Nene 
Pimentel himself, also а victim only re- 
cently of the game's notorious 1-2-3 
guys? 

Boxing's the undisputed sanctuary of 
swindlers Judas Iscariot might as well 
be the sport's chairman emeritus, 

So, unless we sce Pacquiao up in the 
ring, gloves on, Darlington socks on ог 
whatever, there will never be a fight to 
speak of for the world's people's cham- 
pion. 

You disagree and 1 will agree to dis- 
agree. 
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Dandan tops Korean, gains final 


Fil-German Peter also through 


^N THIRD seed Filipino Kyle Joshua Dandan 
Кый outlasted South Korean qualifier Kim 
- Sung Ho, 7-6 (1), 6-3, yesterday to reach 


the boys’ singles final in the Phinma-Fu- 
tures Foundation International Juniors 
Tennis Championships at the Yñares So- 
cio-Cultural Sports Center in Pasig City. 

The 14-year-old Dandan, a veteran of the pres- 
tigious Orange Bow! Junior Championships, 
ame back strong from a 1-4 deficit to dominate 
the tiebreak. 

With the momentum on his side, Dandan 
swept the Korean away after breaking him in 
the seventh game for a 4-3 lead in the second 

set. 


In the girls division, third seed Ameri- 
can Veronica Li pulled offa 6-4, 3-6, 6:2 
jJ upset win over top seed Korean Chin 

Seul Ki to advance to the final of this 
event sanctioned by the Asian Tennis 
Federation and supported by Unilab, 
adidas, Tobys Sports, Nassau balls, 
Prince rackets and Holiday Inn Manila 
Galleria. 


ner-up Anja Vanessa Peter, the Filipino-Ger. 
man who whipped Malaysian giant-killer 
‘Tsan Sze Yin, 6-0, 6:2. 

“1 studied his game,” said Dandan, 
who will face top seed Taiwanese Chang 
Huai-en at 9 a.m. today. "I waited for 
the right opportunity to attack, as Kim 
was playing very well.” 

Chang, №. 192 in the ITF Junior 
rankings, overpowered fourth seed Fil- 
pino Miguel Narvaez, 6-3, 6-0. 

Earlier, the top-ranked local pair of 
Dandan and Ralph Kevin Barte survived 
the Korean tandem of Mun Ju Hae and 
Hong Hwi Jin, 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (2), to ad- 
vance to the doubles final against Tai- 
wan's fourth seeded pair of Lien Chia-chu 
and Ko Min-fu, who downed compatriots 
Lee Ching Yu and Chang Chien Yuan, 7-6 
0,62. 

їп gil’ doubles, top seeds Taiwanese 

Lin Jing chi and Hsu Tzuchen routed 
‘compatriots Lai Wen-tzu and Tsai Yu- 
chen, 60, 62, to advance against 
the Korean pair of Chin Seul Ki 
and Kim Ju Eum, who pre- 
valled over the Japanese tan- 
dem of Ayumi Okuma and 

Shiho Otake, 62,62. 


ANJA Vanessa 
Peter returns to 
Malaysian Tan Sze 
Yinen route toa 
6-0, 6-2 win. 


Li will meet second seed and first leg run- , 
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29ers, Taguig cagers 
open best-of-3 clash 


THE BATANGAS 29ers and Forward Taguig re- 
new thet rivalry today as they start their best- 
ofthree Northem division semifinal series in 
the NBC (National Basketball Conference) па- 
tional championship at the С.Р Tinga gym. 

"The two teams, which finished the elimina- 
tions at 7-7 and split their two head-to-head 
matches, clash at 6 pam. 

For winning more divisional games, Taguig 
clinched the No, 2 spot in the North division of 
the toumament sponsored by Panasonic, 
"Spring Cooking Oil, PCSO, Sulpicio Lines, 
Cooyeesan Plaza Hotel, Shape-Up Fitness Cen- 
ter, Natures Spring Mineral Water, Cebu Fer- 
ries, Air Philippines, Supercat, Skygo Motorcy- 
des, Accel and Molten. 

"The 29ers eamed a shot at Taguig for the 
tight to challenge Spring Cooking Oi-backed 
Laguna Spring in the North finals by downing 
the Baguio Cardinals of UB president Des 


Bautista, 99-95, ina wildcard match. « 

"The 29ers of Malvar Mayor Tita Reyes, Rep. 
Oscar Gozos and businessman Bernie Mana- 
han beat Taguig, 88-80, earl inthe season but 
Mayor Freddie Tinga's Taguig cagers bounced 
back with a 78-62 rout toward the end of the. 
eliminations. 

"Vie have to steal one game from them in 
their homecourt. Otherwise, well be hard- 
pressed to win two in a row” said Batangas 
coach Efren "ong" Garcia. 

“Were prety even,” said Taguig mentor 
Danny Gavieres. "The series will most likely be 
decided through breaks of the games” 

Batangas wil bank on Sonny Manucat, Lito 
Saygo, Dennis Rodriguez, Gilbert Neo, Ariel de 
Casto and Rodel Mallari while Taguig wil pin 
its hopes on Ogie Gumatay, Jimboy о», 
Leo Vilar, Ricky Ricafuente and ex-Ateneo Blue 
Eagles Andrew Cruz and Chris Quimpo. 
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on for Inquirer’s Guyito! 


Double-barreled kart title bid 
makes Matteo a marked man 


of Birel-Fila, who is 
third overall with 
254 points, defend- 
ing champion 
Michelle Bumgarner 
(246), Marlon 
Stockinger of Birel- 
Fila (190) and Mark 
Bumgarner (110). 
Guidicelli is way 
ahead in the Formula 
Rotax Juniors with 


FRONTRUNNING Matteo Guidicelli eyes two 
‘championship titles today when the penulti- 
тае leg of the 2004 РСЗО Shell Superkart- 
ing series kicks off at the Boom na Boom Kart 
Track at the CCP Complex. 

Guidicelli of the Cebu Racing Group is 
heavily favored to dominate the Open and 
Formula Rotax Juniors titles again in this se- 
ries sanctioned by the Automobile Associa- 
tion ofthe Philippines. 

The challenging 650-meter kart track next 
to Pier One and Marina restaurants at the 
"Boom na Boom Complex can make or break 399 points, 35 in 
the Filipino-talians bid for the rare feat, SUIDICELUE Front of closest rival 
however. Stockinger, in the series sponsored by the 

"The Cebu-based Guidicelli, who is backed Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corp., Philippine 
by Penshoppe, Oakley and CRG Karts, leads Charity Sweepstakes Office through Hon. 
the overall race for the Open class and the Rosario Uriarte, Comglasco Aguila Glass, 
Karter of the Year plums with 342 points. Bridgestone, Aviva Insurance, Eastway Mo- 

Justa point behind him is Allan Uy of Team _torcycle Racing and Denso Iridium Power. digital 
‘Alessandra-PCR Racing who is again making Ош to stop Guidicelli from taking the Ro- hi 
a strong bid for the Kaner of the Year award tax Juniors crown are Mark Bumgarner (306 exchange 
after losing the coveted crown to Pepon Mar- points), Marty Aguilar of Bosch Inteleo (195), 
ave three years ago. Brandon Angel (101) and teammate Paco Ro- 

Behind Guidicelli and Uy are Indy Villalon driguez(98) : 


The wild chase 


Look for the specially marked Guyito coupon in the pages of Inquirer. 
Cut out, put your name, address and signature. Drop at designated drop 
boxes for a shot at your most wanted rewards! 


| 
| 

‘Join the fun as Inquirer celebrates 19 exciting years of giving Filipinos | 
no fess than balanced news and fearless views. | 
| 

| 
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Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 20041 


‘See posters and print ads for more detalis. 
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Sosa slapped Ж 
$87,000 fine 


LS 
As 


for early exit 


CHICAGO, Ilinois— The Chica- 
go Cubs have fined their star 
Tight fielder Sammy Sosa fol- 
lowing his early departure 
from Sunday's regular season 
finale against the Atlanta 
Braves, 

Sosa, who arrived at Wrigley 
Field around am hour before 
Sunday's game time and left 15 
minutes alter the game started, 
маз fined a full days salary of 
$87,400 for his deparure short- 
ly after thefirst pitch. 

Sosa at first claimed he stuck 


around until the seventh but 
video tape footage proved af- 
terwards that was not the case. 

5055 stunt comes in the 
wake of a disappointing season 
in which he 
million and hit just .253 with 
35 homers and 80 RBI. 

‘The 35-year-old Sosa, who 
Баз hit out at his treatment by 
fans and some sections of the 
media this season, has one year 
eft on his contract with a club 
‘option for $18 million in 2006. 


paid $16.875 


am BS 


Schumi fastest in practice 


SUZUKA, — Japan—Ferrari’s 
Michael Schumacher’ was 
quickest in the wet in both of 
Friday’ practice sessions for 
thê typhoon-threatened 
Japanese Grand Prix. 

Race organizers and For- 
mula One officials were due 
to meet later to decide 
whether to postpone Satur- 
дау qualifying at Suzuka to 
Sunday morning after two 
rain-soaked practice runs. 

‘The penultimate race of 2004 could be dis- 
rupted by typhoon 

“Macon” which is forecast to hit central 
Japan this weekend. The storm system is car- 
tying winds of up to 180kph near its center. 


wis 


Schumacher seemed 
oblivious, the seven-ime 
world champion clocking a 
quickest lap time of one 
minute 45.388 seconds in 
torrential rain in the after- 
noon session. 

However, his time was al- 
most 14 seconds slower than 
his Brazilian teammate 
Rubens Barrichello's pole-set- 
ting pace at Suzuka last year. 

Schumacher, who clinched 

the championship in August, survived a spin 
as the poor weather made the going treacher- 
ous. 

Sauber's Giancarlo Fisichella was second 
fastest in both sessions, the Italian lapping 


within a second of Schumacher. 

“If tomorrow's weather is like it was in the 
last 15 minutes today we can't drive,” said 
Fisichella. “The conditions were very tricky 
for the drivers.” Barrichello was third quickest 
in the morning while McLaren's Kimi Raikko- 
nen improved from sixth in the first session to 
third as the rain got heavier and visibility de- 
teriorated. 

Several drivers skidded off during the af- 
ternoon, Fisichella spinning onto the gravel 
on the approach to the chicane with Jordan's 
Timo Glock and Minardî's Zsolt Baumgartner. 
also losing control. 

Japan's Takuma Sato disappointed home 
fans by stopping after one lap in the morning 
but bounced back to finish eighth quickest for 
BAR in the second session. Reuters 


Midland joins Formula One 


SUZUKA, Japan—A new Formula One team, 
Midland FI, will make its debut in 2006, а 
Russian-backed, financial corporation an- 
nounced on Friday. 

"The privately owned Midland Group, regis- 
tered in Guernsey but with extensive business 
links in Russia and the former Soviet Union, said 
their cars would be built by lian manufacturer 
Dallara. 

"The team, to be based somewhere near Lon- 
don, has yet to decide on engines or drivers. 

“Of course the team will ave а Russian flavor 
andin me we hope to bring a Russian driver into 
Formula One,” said Midland chair Alex Shnaider, 
а naturalized Canadian citizen bom in St Peters- 
burg, in a statement. 

“Midland is deeply rooted in Russia and the 
Commonwealth of Independent States and we 
are certain that, via Formula One, mutually bene- 
ficial relationships and businesses can be created 
as most intemational companies recognize that 
they must enter these markets."“Our research in- 
to coverage of different sports showed that only 
three events met our criteria for international ex- 


Japanese GP 
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The event is open to persons 18 years 
old and above only. 


ploitation: The Olympic Games, World Cup Soc- 
cer and Formula One,” added the 36-year-old. 
"As the two others are quadrennial Formula 
One was the natural fi.” Founded in 1994, Mid- 
land employ more than 50,000 people globally 


“Their biggest recent project is a xu hotel and 
residential complex in the business disrict of 
Toronto in association with the Trump Organiza- 
боп. 

Despite teams such as Ford owned Jaguar Jor- 
dan and Minardi facing uncertain furures, and 
engine manufacturer Coswonh up for sale, 
Shnsider said the Midland Group were confident 
of meeting Formula One's enormous costs 

“We understand that basic survival in Formula 

One requires а budget of around $100 milion 
per annum and we are prepared for that,” he 
sid. 
“Midlands involvement is market-driven. And 
so is the determination to build a team from 
scratch as opposed to buying an existing one. 
Midland Group is an investment company, and 
by creating а new team we are creating value” 
“Midland Б prepared то fund the development of 
the team entirely, bur our unique position will 
help us atra sponsors,” said Shnaider. 

Dallara was established in 1972 and entered 
Formula One with the Ford-powered Scuderia 
Italia team in 1988, staying until 1992. Reuters 


Phelps returns triumphant, 
Sandeno triple-gold winner 


INDIANAPOLIS—Michae! Phelps made а 
winning return to the pool at the world 
short course championships on Thursday, 
capturing the 200-meter 

freestyle title and the first 

of a possible six gold 

medals: 

But while the charismatic 
Phelps grabbed the sporlight, 
it was teammate Kaitlin Sande- 
no who produced the perfor- 
mance of che evening. 

Sandeno stormed to three golds Wf 
in the women's event, despite suffer- 
ing ‘from slight concussion, as the US Wa 
dominated the first day of competition by 
Winning all five finals. 

Back in the pool for the first time since the 
Olympics, Phelps launched his bid for a те: 
peatofhissix golds in Athens by touching first 
in the 200 free in one minute, 43.59 seconds 
to the delight of the large crowd at the Con- 
seco Field House. 

‘Canada’s Richard Say, who was the top 
qualifier ahead of Phelps, finished second in 
1:44.39 while Ryan Lochte of the US took the 
bronze in 1:44.97. 

"There are going to be a lot of tough races 
this week" said Phelps, who will be back in 
the pool on Friday moming for the prelimi- 
mary heats of the 400 in- 
dividual medley "Tm 
glad to have one under 
my belt i 

"Tm tired," the 19-year. f 
oM American told ге, 
porters. "1 was really hurt- 
ing preity bad over herfi. 
nal 75 meters. | was defi 


=ч. 


nitelyin pain 

“Му body has been beaten up pretty good 
inthe last three months.” Distracted by spon- 
sor commitments, endorsements and promo- 

tional appearances since his 
return from Athens six weeks 
ago, Phelps led from the gun 
bur could never power clear of 
Say, who owns the fifth fastest 

time ever in the event 
With Phelps never seriously 
threatened, neither was the 
world record of 1:41.10 held by 
‘Australian rival lan Thorpe, 

} whois not competing here. 
Phelps said: "This is my first 
short course gold medal so I guess 
its pretty special. This is nothing to 
put down. I'm excited to be here and 
excited to win my first medal in front 
of the home crowd.” Sandeno, a triple 

Olympic medalist in Athens, led a US 

sweep of the top two places in the 200 
butterfly and 400 individual medley be- 
fore capping an excellent night by swim- 
ming the anchor leg for the triumphant 
4x200 freestyle relay team. 

Twas a spectacular and gutsy performance 
by the 21-year-old American, who was nearly 
forced out of competition’ when she was 
struckin the face by a kickboard during morn- 
ingtraining. 

“1 had a slight accident this morning and 

idm think 1 would swim,” said 
Tm excited 1 did so well because 
Tm nor in very good shape. 

"Michael has nothing on me but he still has 
uite an agenda himself. 1 just wanted to pack 
mine into one day” Reuters. 
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TLANTA, Georgia— made good contact.” 


Rafael Furcal's two- 
out walk off home 
Tun inthe 11th inning lifted 
Atlanta Braves to a 4-2 win 
over Houston and evened 
their National League Divi- 


sion Seriesat 1-1. 


‘Two days ago the Braves shortstop 
was sentenced to three weeks in jail for 
a second drink driving charge in the 


Jast four years. 


As par of his agreement, he is under 
home confinement for the rest of the 


playoffs. 


Tura, 26, was in the saring nep 
for Atlanta’s loss in Game One and 
came through with the biggest hit of 


Game Two. 


“1 got to the bat, puta lot of concen- 
tration,” Furcal said. "I thought about 
contact. 1 tried to put the ball in play І 
looked for something slow inside, then 


ATLANTA Braves’ Wilson Betemitis tagged out at home by Houston Astros: 
inning during Game 2 of the National League Division Series at Turner Field i 


Kidd skipping Net 


EAST RUTHERFORD, New Jersey— 
Jason Kidd is refusing to attend 
night sessions during the New Jersey d 
Nets’ two-a-day practices at training 

camp, and he doesn't care if the 


team fines him for it. 


“They want me to be here—they 
have every right—but my best thing is 
rehab and push 
forward. Thats my stance,” said Kidd, 
who had knee surgery over the sum- 
тег and is at least three weeks away 
from practicing. “Me sitting here for 
three hours is not helping me rehab." 


to try to get healthy 


In the other National League game, 
five relievers combined on 52/3 score- 
less innings as St Louis registered an В 
З wiumph over Los Angeles and seized 
атмо games to none lead in the series. 

Houston reliever Dan Miceli (0-1) 
tried to sneak a pitch past Furcal, who 
quickly tumed on it and golfed it into 
the right БЕМ stands for a two-run 
homer 

“Te was a splicfinger fastball, 
said. 

Antonio Alfonseca (1-0) got the win 
witha hiess 11th inning, 

Both clubs leaned on their closers as 
Brad Lidge tossed 2 2/3 scoreless in- 
nings. Atlanta's John Smoltz wentthree 
hitless frames, 

Roy Oswal, the Astros starter, al 
owed a run and eight hits in 6 1/3 in- 
nings, Не struck out four in his fist c 
reer playof start. 


Kidd ended a long public silence 
and made his displeasure with the Nels 

ar this week after an offseason that 
induded the cost-cutting trades of 
Kenyon Martin and Kerry Kites. Kidd 
and Alonzo Mourning said the Nets 
have no chance of winning a champi- 
onship. 

Coach Lawrence Prank wouldnt 
discuss Kidd's skipping night sessions, 
evento clarify whether Kid's absences 
were excused or unexcused. Team 
president Rod Thom did пос rerum а 
telephone call seeking comment. 


Ellis, Bohn share 
top spot with 63s 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada—Danny El- 
lisand Jason Bohn fired rounds of 
63 to lead after the first round of 
the four million dollar PGA 
Michelin Championship. 

Ellis carded а bogey-free round 
оп the TPC at The Canyons 
course, Ellis was second at the 
PGA Tour qualifying tournament 
їп 2003 and he birdied four con- 
secutive holes starting with the 


par-5 fourth. 

Bohn also played the Canyons 
course and recorded nine birdies en 
route го the first opening-round 
ead. The only stumble on his score 
card wasa bogey on the sixth hole. 

Scott Verplanks, ison 
Frazar, Kent Jones, Steve Lowery 
and Billy Mayfair all are also tied 
for the lead after rounds of 8-un- 
deron par-72 courses. АЕР 


| 


‘Mike Hampton nearly matched Os- 
welt. He surrendered two runs and 
four hits in 6 1/3 innings, striking out 
five and walking three. 

^1 think he feels just terrible, to be 
honest with you," Braves manager 
Bobby Cox said of Furcal’ pending jail 

"T talked to him, that we would be 
there for him ай the ime, Nobody likes 
to have their name in the paper Ше 
that, tha’ for sure, 

“Аз much as we can, we want him to 
forget about it, concentrate on baseball 
and things will work out very good for 
him in the future" Furcal said baseball 
takes his mind off his legal woes. 

“for me, when Tm coming to the 
ballpark, 1 open the door of my саб 
come and walk into the stadium. 

“1 forget about everything except the 
field, put a lot of concentration on the 
game, and forget everything everytime 


Igo tothe fel. 
“Then after the game, when I go to 
my house, | think of all my problems." 
After a travel day on Friday, the series 
resumes Saturday at Houston, where 
the Astros have won 18 stright games. 
Houston sends Brandon Backe to the 
mound while Adanta answers with 
righthander John Thomson. 

"The Cardinals have used the first 
two games of their National League Di- 
vision Series with the Dodgers to show 
why they have the best depth in base- 
ball 

In the seris opener on Tuesday—al- 
so an 83 win—St. Louis blasted five 
home runs and got а solid outing from 
starter Woody Wiliams. 

1п game two, the Cardinals saw Ja- 
son Marquis last just 3 1/3 innings but 
received а strong effort from their 
bullpen and four RBIs from catcher 


SUZUKI: Owns the 


TOKYO Japanese baseball star 
Ichiro Suzuki, who last week broke 
a US major league record for hits in 
опе season, has snubbed a govern- 
‘ment offer to decorate him as a na- 
tional hero, а government 
spokesman said Friday. 

It was the second time that 
30-year-old Suzuki turned 
down the so-called People's 
Honor Award from the govern- 


League's 


LYON, France—David Ferrer upset third- 
seeded Juan Carlos Ferrero, 3-6, 7-5, 6-3, in 
ап all-Spanish second-round match at the Ly- 
‘on Open on Thursday. 

Ferrer and Ferrero were both from the Va- 
lencia region but it was the first time they 
played each other. Ferrer will face Jonas 
Bjorkman of Sweden in Fridays quarterfi- 


TOKYO—Defending champion 
Maria Sharapova cruised into the 
Japan Open tennis women's sin- 
gles final on Friday while world 
number three Lleyton Hewit 
booked his place in the men’s 
semis. 

However, Thai star Paradom 
Stichapan failed to improve on his 
dismal record against Jiri Novak of 
the Czech Republic, crashing out, 6- 
4,64, in their quarterfinal 

‘Sharapova, the 17-year-old Wim- 
bledon champion from Russia who 
is defending a title for the first time, 
wes broken in the fist game by 
Thailand's Tamarine Tanasugam but 
recovered to win, 6-2, 62. 

* did have a slow start. Its quite. 
difficult when you dont havea prop- 
ег warmup (because of the rain)” 
said Sharapova. 

"She (Tamarine) broke my serve 
right away, I made two double faults. 
1 picked it up, 1 served a lot beter, 


ink that 


can beat 


‘meetings. 


play both 
atcher Raul Chavez on a fly ball hit by Braves! Andruw Jones in the eighth 
| Atlanta, Thursday. 


5’ night practices 


Kidd said the team had mot in- 
formed him or his agent that he would 
be fined. 

Under the collective bargaining 
agreement, players сап be penalized 
$2,500 for each of the first wo prac- 
ticas they miss and $5,000 for each 
subsequent absence. 

"The Nets held only one practice on 
Thursday, but another two-a-day was 
scheduled for Friday—and Kidd was " 
adamant he wouldn't attend the night 
session. New Jersey isholding training 
campat its regular practice facili and 


most Nets players are staying at their 
own homes. 

Kidd said he is rehabilitating his 
knee seven days a week and plans io 
consult with his doctors again in three 
weeks to determine whether hell be 
cleared for more strenuous activity. 

“1f they want to fine me for not sit- 
sing here for three hours to watch prac- 
tice, they're the boss and Pm the em- 
ployee,” Kidd said. "m going to stay 
with my stand and don't come at night. 
Туе already expressed thar ifs because 
Fm rehabbing. АР 


beating Patty Schnyder of Switzerland, 7. 


day. 


NORTH AUGUSTA, South Carolina— South 
Korea's Grace Park carded a six-under-par 66 
on Thursday and holds a share of the lead af- 
ter the first round of the $1M LPGA Asahi In- 
ternational Championship. 

“Obviously, Tm very happy with today’s round,” 
Park said. 

“1 played really well. I made a couple of mental 
errors that cost me a few strokes but then came 
back strong” 

Park is seeking her first two win season on the 

8 tour Since ruming pro five years ago, Park never 


ISRACE Park hits out of the bunker on the Léth holeat the 
sahi Ryokuken International Championship. __. 


B 


Ye most hits (262) in Major League history. 


Suzuki rejects gov’ 
to make him national hero 


ment of Prime Minister Junichi. 
ro Koizumi, a reputed baseball 
fan whose style is widely la- 
belied as populist. 

1n 2001, the Seattle Mariners 
outfielder did the same thing 
after he became the American 


in his first year in US Major 
League Baseball, saying he was 
тоо young for the award. 


Sharapova gains 
Japan Open final 


and 1 retumed very well today | 


will face Mashona Washington in 
Saturdays final after the Ameri- 


Klara Koukalova, 36, 

“Tamarine's defeat added to a 
disappointing day for Thailand 
as Paradom fel to Novak, 
against whom he has now 
won only one set im three 


Parador said he was tired $ 
after rain delays forced him to 


round matches on Thursday. 
“There's nothing 1 can do about 
the weather and he (Novak) also 
played two matches yesterday so we 
were even,” said Paradom. “But T 
think played well He was just play- 
ing beter” Parador, the top-ranked 
‘Asian player, never recovered after 
Jetting slip two break points in the 
fourth game cf the first set. 


FILDERSTADT, Germany—Amelie Maures- 
mo overcame a slow start to win her first 
match as the world's top-ranked player, 


5, 6-4, at the Porsche Grand Prix on Thurs- 


She was joined in the quarterfinals by 


Park shares lead in Asahi golf 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2004 


lieves the current 


overseas campaign. 


t offer 


AMID the negotiations being bro- 
kered by the Philippine Basket- 
ball Association and the Basket- 
ball Association of the Philippines. 
for the formation of the national 
pool, RP coach Dong Vergeire be- 


Lhuiller squad presents a long- 
term solution to the country's 


"The PBA is our big brother. But) 
eventually, we won't have to bother 
the PBA for the international arena. 
That is what we are working to- 


team, though, has been criticized by 
various quarters, especially after its 
disappointing bottom finish in the 
recent Jones Cup in Taiwan. 

"We used the Jones Cup as experi- 
ence for the players to get intema- 
tional exposure,” Vergeire explained. 
“Remember it took the NOC (North- 
ет Consolidated Cement squad of 


is 


Cebuana Lhuillier 
national five offers 
long-term solution 


By Anthony Suntay, Contributor 


Cebuana 


ward said Vergeire. n 
ерше and the Cebuana ый. TRE 

er national squad have been con- minton. 

Stanty raining inthe hope of bring- _ Plus, other counties are staring 

ing back glory to the сошшу The togo giobal. 


"Look at China in the recent 
Olympics? Vergeire states, “they 
hired NBA veteran coach Del Haris 
tocoach the squad. Korea and Japan 
are also allowing themselves to be 
influenced by Europe and the US.” 
Vergeire said he will continue 
training the Cebuana Lhuiller squad. 
in case there is a need to represent 


Ron Jacobs) ream eight years before the country in the future. 
becoming the force we now know. “These players we have,” he said, 
Look, after Allan Caidic we have not "are players of the future, not now. 


ш. 
most valuable player 


APP 


nals. 

Mikhail Youzhny of Russia, a semifinalist 
last year, overcame Agustin Calleri of Argenti- 
па, 6-3, 6-7 (2), 7-6 (4), and claimed a last 
eight berth against Xavier Malisse of Bel- 
gium. 

Fourth-seeded Joachim Johansson of Swe- 
den beat qualifier Julien Benneteau, the last 


was the ke 


sharapova 


Crech seventh seed 
5,62. 


his second and third 


АЕР 


French Open champion Anastasia Myskina 


and US Open winner Svetlana Kuznetsova, 


Mauresmo became the first French player, 
man or woman, to claim the top ranking on 


Sept. 13. 


"Im very proud—I dreamed of this as a 
kid,” Mauresmo said. “Tm enjoying this phase 


has captured multiple tides in the same season, 
winning once each year since 2000. 

їп March, the 25-year-old Park captured the 
Kraft Nabisco Championship for her fourth career 
major victory. 

‘On Thursday Park posted nine birdies to forge 
а ie for first with Kim Saiki and Italy's Cavalleri. 
She collected consecutive birdies on Nos. 2:3 and 
5-6 before recording four straight beginning at 
No. 12. 

Park has finished in the top 10 seven times in 
17 events since her March win. 
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developed another great shooter. We. 
have to put in a definite program.” 
"The need for a definite program 
comes at the heels of aggressive 
moves by other counties to get bet- 


Hong Kong is getting players from 
the mainland. Singapore is following 
this practice by bringing in Chinese 
athletes for basketball and bad: 


That is why the agreement of the 
PBA and the BAP is very important. 
We just want to avoid forming a 
team atthe last moment. 

Мазепе said playing in the na- 
tional team should not get in the 
way of the players dreams of eam- 
inga living through playing. 

"The national players can play in 
the PBL, any league, even the PBA.” 


Ferrer stuns Ferrero at Lyon 


remaining Frenchman, 6-3, 6-4, and will play 
another Swede, Robin Soderling. 

Jurgen Melzer of Austria ousted Hicham 
Arazi of Morocco, 4-6, 7-6 (4), 6-1, to ad- 
vance to his seventh quarterfinals of the year, 
and he'll face seventh seeded Vince Spadea of 
the United States. It will be their fourth match 
this year, with Spadea leading 2-1 


SHARAPOVA returns 
‘shot to Tanasugarn 


during their semifinal 
match. ” 


SS 
Mauresmo takes first match as No. 1 


of my lifelike never before.” 
She struggled initially with Schnyders 


serve and trailed 5-2 before climbing back i 
to the match. She needed five match points 
before winning. 

Mauresmo could still lose her top ranking 
to Lindsay Davenport with a poor finish. АР 


“Nos. 9and 10, had а pitching wedge and just 
wanted to hit a litle soft shot and just y to. just 
didnt focus,” Park said. "They were casy shots and 
1 just ried o us hit it there instead fing o hit 
it close. Whatever faked out 

"Ifiished with the birdie, so Tm pleased.” 

Saiki birdied Nos. 5-6 and 11-12 before regis- 
tering an eagle on the par 16h. 

“in the last couple of weeks, 1 havent been 
sleeping that well,” Saiki said. "But the last couple 
of nights, have slept well and I showed up to the 
golf course feeling good.” АР 


RP-Pagcor 
riders bag 3rd 
in Indonesia 


THE RPPAGCOR Casino Filipino Trade 
Team capped its stint in the Dji Sam Soe 
Tour of Indonesia cycling dassie with a 
flourish by capturing third overall honors at 
the end of the ninth and final lap from Gili- 
manuk to Denspar, Bali, last Wednesday 
"The Filipino riders played it smart and 
raced trouble-free in the 35-km stage that 
ended in this famous resort city to hold off 
Hong Kong, They covered the 1,053-km tour 
In 109 hours, Sé minutes and 27 seconds. 
Powerhouse Greenfields Fresh Milk of the 
Netherlands took the team championship at 
109:35.43, while Poligon Sweet Nice took 
second spot at 109:48.08.. 
Hong Kong wound up fourth overall. 
Lloyd Reynante emerged as the top Fil- 
ipino overall finisher at 13th spot, Joel 
Calderon at 14th and 2004 Tour Pilipinas 
champion Rhyan Tanguilig at 16th, and 
Bernard Luzon, the only RP biker to win a 
Jap, placed 33rd. 
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Winston sa GSIS, 
atbp. Orasna 
bang bumaba? 


Las week's Fearless View млден. 
"wala puro umplsa wlang tpos,puro kwento 
wiang kwema!" 

Ronnie E. Monteverde, Lucena City 


ASIZABLE crowd watch as mountain riders sample the punishing 
sections of the Mt. Magarwak course in Puerto Princesa, site of the 
10th Asian Mountain Bike Championships. 
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Š Asian bikefest 


By June Navarro. 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—Eusebio 
Quinones and Frederick Feliciano are 
both confident and under tremen- 
dous pressure. 
As coleaders of the 11-man RP team, 
Quinones and Feliciano сапу ће bulk of the 
tions of the highly partisan crowd at the 
start today of the 10th Asian Mountain Bike 
(MTB) Championships here. 

"The Filipinos will kick off their campaign in 
the men's downhill competition with Para- 
banne Mendoza, Michael Borja and Joey Barba. 
taking the first crack at ruling the event in the 
Asian level. 

"We will cheer for them at the sidelines. 
‘They will need all the support they could get 
for us to exploit our advantage,” said Quinones 
and Feliciano, anchors of the RP men's team in. 
the cross-country event which will be held to- 
morrow. 

Borja, a silver medalist in the Danao South- 
east Asian Championship this year, and Men- 
doza are the country's brightest hopes in the 
174m downhill course while Barba can pull 
ой surprises with his familiarity of the terrain, 

Battered by rains the last three days, the hilly 
course in Sitio Magarwak, Barangay Lourdes 

it has slippery sections, particularly along one 
stretch midway in the track. Here riders need 

to negotiate a 90-degree, 10-meter drop. 

унвон This same stretch was particularly untam- 


4 kicks off toda 


2x] 
Sed 
able for Indonesian rider Agus Suherlan whs, 
broke his let wrist yesterday after losing совка 
trol of the handle bar and falling off his ie 
during the team's practice ride. e 
“Accidents are quite inevitable, especially Hz 
slippery course,” said RP coach Jomel Lorenzo the’ 
the event sponsored by Air21, Tour Pilipinas Inc. 
PSC, POC, Kontrol sunglasses, PAL, Cargohaus;- 
Dos-1, Ekonek, Mail&More, Agua De Laguna. 
and the local government of Puerto Princesa. 6 
Event partners are dzSR Sports Radio 918; 
Wave 89.1, Magic 89.9, Кіе 103.5, Jam: 
88.93, 99.5 RT, the Departments of Tourism: 
Philippine Tourism Authority, the Department, 
of Foreign Affairs, Bureau of Customs, Bureau > 
of Immigration and Deportation; Westem 
Command of the AFR the PNP as well as In- 
trasports, RMC Travel Agency Inc. and Asturias 
Hotel, Hotel Fleuris, Kinabuch Gril and Bar in. 
Puerto Princesa and Elixir Trading Corp. 
National rider Athena Beltran will сапу the 
flag in the women's downhill, but she expects 
rough sailing against Japan's Miho Kamoshita,, 
silver medalist in 2004 world championships in 
Canada. e 
Meanwhile, Asian Cycling Confederation 
head Dato Seri Darshan Sing Gill presided over: 
the ACC's management meeting yesterday to 
‘chart the future of the sport in the region. 
Darshan was joined by Phileyciing president 
Alberto Lina and cycling officials from China, 
Japan, Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, Chi- 
nese-Taipei and Vietnam. 


Pumaren agrees to handle ICTSI in PBL 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


FRANZ Pumaren will have one Fi- 
nal run with La Salle. 

The  multitiled collegiate 
coach, who is set to leave for a va- 
cation in the United States, finally 
confirmed yesterday that he will 
coach the ICTSI-La Salle team in 
the PBL Open Championship. 

will most likely miss the ear- 


ly games of ICTSILa Salle be- 


States with my wife,” he said. 
The PBL kicks off on Oct. 23. 


pando, Gee Abanilla and Jack 
Santiago will temporarily take bad, until yesterday 
over the bench. undecided if he 

“Before 1 go, Im leaving the teamin the PBL. 
program and the system with the 
team,” he noted. 


afier steering the Archers to the will gain lead their campaign. 
championship in the recently-con- 
Assistant coaches Jojo Villa- cluded UAAP basketball season. 


Pumaren announced he had Salle roster. 
cause ГЇ be unwinding in the coached his final season for La Salle 


ЧААР Finals MVP Мас Cardona 
‘Archers Ryan Araña, Finals 
hero JV Casio, Tim Gatchali 


Bur the 41-year-old tactician Oliver Cua and Mark Benitez 


remained were elevated in the roster in the 


ili handle the recent PBL draft. 


It will be a comeback season 


ICTSI, tipped as one of the for La Salle, who skipped the pre- 
teams to beat, will field an all-la vious PBL Unity Cup. 


o to заме our 
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Recycling lessens the need for paper bleaching that's harmful to marine life. This means that water pollution is reduced by up to 35%, 
So help out while earning money by selling us your old newspapers and tabloids today. i 
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JAPANESE OPEN: Lleyton Hewitt of Australia returns a shot against. 
Cyril Saulnier of France during their quarterfinal match in the Japan 
Open in Tokyo, Friday, Oct. В, 2004, Hewitt won, 7-5, 6-1. ” 


Pasig. 


inum Cup will be hit 
when she declares the 


SPORTS 


Inter-Club 
badminton 
tourney on 


By Musong R. Castillo 


THE BIGGEST amateur in- 
terclub badminton event in 
the country that has lured a 
huge number of celebrities 
finally gets off the ground 
today with the East area 
eliminations at the West 
Drive badminton club in 


"The first shot of the Battle of the. 
Cours: National Inter-Ciub Plat- 


president Sandy Prieto Romualdez 


open after the 8:30 ал 
боп and opening ceremonies. 
Fourteen club teams will be 
represented in the tournament, 
which stakes a holiday trip for 
two to Bangkok, Thailand. The 
winning team will earn the dis- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


tinction of being the first cham- 
pion of this trailblazing event co- 
presented Globe Platinum and 
INQUIRER BADMINTON. 

The toumament will be played 
every weekend until the champi- 
onshipson Nov 20 and 21. 

Major sponsors are the Philip- 
pine Airlines, Mizuno and L Times- 
tudio. Gerflor Taraflex is mat spon- 
sor and Neste is the official drink 


Former national basketball play- 
ers Joey Guanio and Dickie Bach- 
mann will try to excel in this spor, 
which has taken the country by 
storm. Another participant worth 
watching is Randy Villanueva, the 
former national tennis player who 
‘can make his size work to his ad- 
vantage. 

‘The leg will be a round-robin af- 
fair with the top two clubs in each 
group advancing to the semifinals. 


by Бося 


tournament 
m. registra- 


WBO champ Bautista in Bohol today 


TAGBILARAN City, Bohol—World 
Boxing Organization Asia Pacific 
bantam king Rey “Boom Boom” 
Bautista will face the media here 
today to formally announce his 
Oct. 24 bout against Indon Lontar 
Simanjuntak at the Bohol Wis- 
dom School Gym. 

The ALA boy Bautista, who will 
be joined by Tagbilaran City Mayor 


St. Louis tops 
volleyball tilt 


ST. Louis College of Valenzuela beat Rizal 
High School in straight sets, 25-10, 25-15, 25- 
14, to rule the Ponds Women's High School 
Volleyball held recently in Makati 

Captain ball Verone Gutierrez powered St. 
Louis College of Valenzuela to the champi- 
onship and bagged the Most Valuable Player 
award, 

Gutierrez was joined in the Mythical Six by 
teammates Charleen Abigail Cruz and Joan 
Arceo, Berna Casipong and Mary Grace Bulao 
of Rizal High School, Ruth Ester Torrente of 
Arellano University and Diane Marie Dalun- 
don of Pateros National High School. 

Aside from St. Louis College and Rizal High 
School, the other semifinalists were Arellano 
University and Pateros National High School. 
More than 500 female high school students 
from 20 schools vied in the tournament, part 
of which was held at the Angelicum College in 
Quezon City. 

All the participating teams received volley- 
balls from Wilson, the official ball of the tour- 
mament. 


Gins, Barakos 
visit Robinsons 


IT WILL be Red Bull and Barangay Ginebra's 
tum to grace the PBAS One-on-One at Robinsons 
Malls promo tour with the Thunder appearing at 
Robinsons Novaliches and the Gin Kings meeting 
and greeting their fans at Robinsons Imus today. 

On its third week, the mall-hopping tour 
has generated interest from the public, gaug- 
ing from their response to the visits of the. 
Alaska and FedEx cagers to Robinson's-Mani- 
la and Robinsons-Cainta last week. 

Also on tap in the tour, organized by the 
PBA Properties Inc. and supported by Accel, 
FedEx, and Mail and More, are the PBA inter- 
active display, photo gallery, hand and shoe 
prints, giant inflatable basketballs, graffiti 
wall and a half court. 


Luisita plays host 
to Football Fiesta 


STRIKER Nico Paolo Baquing 
scored the first hat trick of the 
tournament as Don Bosco Techni- 
cal Institute whipped Tarlac City 
Magsikap, 5-0, at the start of the 
Red Ribbon Football Fiesta recent- 
ly at the Luisita field in Tarlac. 

Other results saw Tarlac West 
Central defeat San Miguel ES, 3-1; 
Mapalacsiao ES edge Central Asu- 
arra de Tarlac, 1-0; and Maliwalo 
High beat Alvindia-Aguso High 
School 2-0. 


Му. Dan Neri Lim, will answer 
queries from the media during the 
Tam. press conference to be held 
at brand-new Island Mall here. 

‘The boxing extravaganza in Tag- 
bilaran City is called "The Pride of 
Bohol,” which does not refer only 
to Bautista but to six other young 
Boholano prospects who will be 
fighting in the same card. 


‘The Tarlac leg of the Red Ribbon 
Football Fiesta was organized in the 
province by the Football Associa- 
tion of Tarlac led by its president, 
‘Councilor Glenn Caritativo. 

Among the opening ceremony 
guests in the official 14-under tour- 
nament of the Philippine Football 
Federation were city mayor Genaro 
Mendoza, tourism council chair Ly- 
dia Co, Red Ribbon Bakeshop presi- 
dent Danny Moran and PEF presi- 
dent Johnny Romualdez. 


EASY DOESIT 


‘Among the Boholanos appear- 
ing in the card are PBF feather- 
weight champion Caesar Amo 
sor, the pride of Jagna, who will 
take on Indon Leed Sabu; Melvin 
Ayudtud, who will go up against 
Johnny Lear; Along Denoy, who 
will take on Жау Неда and three 
promising pugilists Villy Bullecer, 
"upcoming Isidro Balabat and Noy 


сорга. 

"Bullecer will rade leathers with 
Japanese Nori Iwatani; Balabat 
Swaps mitts with Robert Allanic; 
while Noy Agcopra takes on Jerry 
Manganip. 

‘Other bouts pit Park Cheon Su 
versus МацУЙ Taroja; and Danny 
Boy Bontilao versus Rico Genon. 

Salven L Lagumbay 


ROBBIE Hermoso of Team Honda steadies his 2003 Honda Civic Vtec coming off a tight curve 


during the sixth leg of the 2004 National Rallycross-Rallysprint Champi 


ship Series last 


‘Saturday at the Liwasang 1рй-1рй їп Pasay City. Hermoso clocked 1:05.96 and came out big to 


rule the NRC 19 category. 


SVI-PETRON GP 


Ramirez nears Ist title 


AFTER a two-month break, the 2004 SVI-Petron. 
Grand Prix rerums to ће limelight this weekend 
with overall leader Louie Ramirez of Petron-SRA 
trying to move closer to his first-ever champi- 
onship at the Subic International Raceway. 

Buoyed by his come-from-behind triumph 
over archrival and defending champion Jody 
Coseteng of Red Horse-Caltex in the previous 
round held last July 18, Ramirez tries to 
widen his 15-point lead in the overall stand- 
ings in the centerpiece Blaze super saloon cat- 
egory 

Ramirez, one of four sons of legendary car 
racing champion Pocholo Ramirez, has a 10- 
round aggregate of 66 points based on the 10- 
64-3.2-1 scoring system being used by the or- 
ganizing Sports Values Inc. (SVD. 

‘Trailing him with 49 points is Coseteng, 
who had won four of the last five races with 
surprising ease. 

“TI just do my best this weekend and hope 


annual event are (from. 


for the best,” said Ramirez, who is hoping to 
become the fourth member of the tightly-knit 
Ramirez clan to win the overall title in the 
country’s premier car racing competition. 

“Jody is fast catching up on points, but Tm 
stil confident even with stil four rounds re- 
maining,” added Ramirez. 

George Ramirez, the second winningest 
driver in the 10-year old history of local cir- 
cuit racing, is at third with 40 points. 

Perennial contender Kookie Ramirez is 
fourth with 37 points, while Dominic Uy of 
Velocity Motors-H&R is fifth with 15 points. 

Spicing up the day's competition is the bat- 
Че between Miguel Lazaro of Liqui-Moly- 
Shark and Renan Morales of Paragon Broker- 
age in both the SVI Challenge and novice cat- 
egories 

Lazaro is enjoying а 14-point lead over 
Morales and Dominique Bon of SRA, 58-44, in 
the SVI Challenge Cup. 


SEALED BY A HANDSHAKE. It's green and go for the staging of the 16 
edition of the Yakut 10-Miler at the СРР Complex grounds. 
7. Shown in photo taken recently during the contract signing ог the said 


оп November 


lef) Melody Dy Sun, Haruki Anzai, Yakult Phils. 


Executive vice president, race organizer Rudy Biscocho and Michael Ong, 


SPORTSWATCH 


Hope Haven set at Clearwater 
A UNIQUE basketball training camp for youngsters 9 to 17 years 
‘ld, dubbed as the Hoop Haven, is set on Oct 291031 at the Clear- 
water Country Club inside Clark Special Economic Zone inside Clark 
Field in Pampanga. Organized by AEG Inc, the basketball camp cov- 
ers both beginners and intermedlateadvanced players with the be- 
inners going through regular basketball skills enhancing exercises 
focused on ball handing, dribbling and layups. The advanced group. 
will undergo a team training experience as they learn defensive and 
offensive systems, one-on-ones, and even game analyses. Other 
tude team-buling, parent-child challenges and 
3-point shoot-ous. The camps open to both live-in and leout 
participants though the live-in slots are limited to the frst 50 regis- 
"rats. The total number of camp participants is limited to 100 kids 
опа first-come, first-served basis, according to camp director Jay 
Salvador. The cost for ive-out participants is P2,000, while for 
those who wil enjoy full board and lodging at Clearwater, entry fee 
is P5,000. Deadline for registration is Oct. 20. For detalls, call 0918- 
2410144, (02) 426-5955 to 56. 


Milo Best last day of enrolment 
TODAY is the last day fr enrolment in the Milo Best Centers Satur- 
doy-only classes for levels 1 and in Sta. Cruz, Laguna Classes are. 
set trom 8 am. to 12 noon at Don Bosco, Sta. Cruz Young boys and 
ifs who wish to join the cage clinic may contact Gloria Cabustay at 
tel. no. (049) 536-0501 and cell phone no. 09194628820. 


ч 


AMBASSADOR'S CUP: FIBL commissioner Dilip Budhrani and 
Indian Ambassador to the Philippines Madam Navrekha Sharma 
unveils the FIBL 2004 Ambassador's Cup during the opening 
ceremony held at the residence of the Ambassador recently. 


8-Stag national derby next month 

THE NATIONAL Cockers Association wil hold the NCA Grand Cham- 
plonship 8-Stag National Derby on Nov. 9, 11 and 13 at the Araneta 
Coliseum. Secretary-general Jun Santiago said that every year, the 
NCA provides scholarships to poor but deserving students. The lat- 
est addition to NCAS roster of scholars this year are two UPLB stu- 
dents taking up veterinary medicine and agriculture major in poultry 
‘science and 12 students taking up computer science at Miriam 
Academy. Meanwhile, the next NCA 7-Stag Derby. pat of the Stag- 
wars 2004,is оп Oct. 19 and 21. Contact 911-3101 and 911-2928. 


LPC hosts 4-stag derby today 

PROMINENT cockers and breeders are seeing action in today's 4- 
stag derby at the air-conditioned Las Piñas Coliseum. The event, 
sponsored by Sagupaan Complexor 3000 and Pagcor, wil banner 
6 fights. It wil be hosted by Rey Oliveros of Rizal who is well- 
‘known for his Blue Ridge entry. The cash prize at stake is P300,000. 
Coliseum manager Alex Tobias sad regular hackfighs are also 
staged at LPC rom Monday to Sunday. Meanwhile, Eric dela Rosa's 
Labanan Sa Pasay bet ruled the fifth leg of the Gentlemen Cockers 
Association of the Philippines (GCAP) 5-Stag Derby Monday night. 
Current leading the GCAP Stagfighter f the Year race are Patrick 
Antonio (Sagupaan Сотріехот 3000) and partners Ramon Man- 
cenares and Tony Faustino (EDL Farms) with identical 17 5 points. 
The next GCAP Derby is on Oct. 18. For inquiries, contact 873-1040 
and 874-3910. 


PBA offers membership cards 

‘THE PBA is now offering the PBA Privilege Membership Cards for 
the 2004-05 season. Purchase of the Privilege Membership Card 
enables the fans to reserve seats in advance and get a glimpse of the 
Same froma location of thelr choice inside the coliseum. "The PMC 
isthe next best thing we can offer our loyal fans aside from guaran- 
teeing them tiling games every playdate,” said Commissioner 
Noli ala. The PBA also reduced P1,000 trom all seat levels to make 
sure the prices are affordable. The prices for each PMC are as fo- 
lows: Lower Box A, Premium — P5,000 per seat; Patron A, Lower 
Box B and реза Ringside P4 O00 per seat; Patron B, Lower Box 
Сапа Courtside -P3,000 per seat; Upper Box and Lower Box— 
2,000. For inquiries, call 6365320-21. Look for Jerry Mesias or 
Nestor новее 


FORMULA ONE RACER: Spanish Formula One racing champion 
Fernando Alonso visited Manila recently He stayed at the 
Peninsula Manila where he was met by General Manager David 
Batchelor (left) and Resident Manager Charles Morris (right). 


South Water's horseback riding 

THE SOUTH Waters Marina Country Club and Farm will open on 
Tuesday st Teachers Vilage, Barangay Cotta Ibabang Iyam, Quezon 
Ave., Lucena City. Horseback riders and enthusiasts wil be treated 
to a бау of tun and excitement, showcasing the latest trends in the 
development of an ideal, eco-friendly and sustainable county club. 
Leading the opening rites of the country club as principal sponsor is 
newly appointed PCSO chair Serge Valencia with internationally 
renowned equestrienne Mikee Cojuangco-Jaworski, and chair of 
Rustan's Group of Companies, Ambassador Bienvenido Tantoco St., 
Lucena City Mayor Ramon Talaga, Quezon Province Governor WI 
едо Envarga and Congressman Proceso Alcala For details, call 
Lucena Office at 042-3737573: Manila Office at 921-1104, No. 87 
Scout Fuentebella St, Morato Ave., Quezon City. 


Assistant sports ed’s son dies 

PETER John G. Carpio, eldest son of The Philippine Star assistant spots 
editor Gerry Carpio, died at the Quirino Memorial Medical Center after a 
vehicular accident Thursday night. He was 19. Не is survived by parents 
Gerry and Emma, brothers Patek Jonathan and Paul Jerome and sister 
‘Alee. His remains ie їп state at the St. Peter Memorial Chapel on Que- 
zon Ave. OC Interment s on Tuesday at the Heaven's Gate n Antipolo. 


Pedralvez passes away at 78 

RODOLFO Рейне Sr, father of The Manda Times sports su editor 
Manolo "Bong" Робтамег, passed away yesterday. He was 78. He leaves. 
behind chidren Manolo, Arsenio and Redo Jr Interment wil bean- 
nounced later 
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Special 


By Rito P. Asilo 


EARS ago, “Katy!,” the origi- 
Y nal Filipino musical on the 
life, career and love of vo- 
avil queen Katy dela Cruz, was a 
popular and critical hit. The land- 
mark Music Theater Philippines 
production had a top creative team 
that included composer Ryan 
Cayabyab, director Nestor U. Torre, 
and production designer Leo Rialp. 
“Katy!” was hailed as one of the best Fil- 
ipino musicals ever staged, and was cited as 
the top cultural event of the year. After that 
much-admired show, which was performed 
‘some 30 times at Rizal Theater and the CCR 
the members of its creative team went on to 
separately stage other successful presenta- 
tions, but theater buffs looked forward to 
their next joint project together. 


Much-awaited project. 

After many years, that much-awaited project. 
willsoon be staged at the CCPs Lite Theater fs 
the new Marian musical, *Mapaghimalang Ka- 
may ng Birhen ng Caysasay” which wil be 
mounted by the CCR the Taal CHARM Founda- 
tion, Blessed Virgin of Caysasay Foundation, and 
the Taal Heritage Foundation, from Dec. 7 to 10. 

In the exciting new work, Cayabyab is cc 
posing the songs, Torre is the writer and direc- 
tor, and Rialp is the production designer. It is 
hoped that their outstanding theatrical team 
will once more come up with a memorable 
stage musical that will move viewers, both 
during its initial CCP run, and on its perfor- 
mance tour of Batangas, Laguna and adjoin- 
ing provinces early next year 

“fue to their penchant for utilizing the best 
7 performing talents, the new musical’ creative 

team is fielding a gifted cast of experienced 
‘musical-theater stars and new talents 

They are working creatively together to dra- 
maize the powerful and moving story of the 
fourcentury tradition and spiritual influence of 
the much-loved Birhen ng Caysasay on the resi- 
dents of Taal, Batangas, as well as on devotees 
allover the countzy and even abroad 


High standard 

Torre, Cayabyab and Rialp first worked to- 
gether in the Manila Hotels glitering musical 
Special, "Manila, Manila, As Time Goes By" 
With Rialp directing, Cayabyab composing, and 
Torre scripting. The acclaimed production set a 
high standard that they have worked hard to 
match and even surpass in their subsequent 
productions, ether as a team or separately 

 Cayabyab's other outstanding musicals in- 
clude the longrunning "Magnificat," Tangha- 
lang Pilipino's "Noli and "Fil" and Musie 
‘Theater Philippines’ “Larawan, the Musical.’ 

Torre has written and/or directed ac- 
claimed productions like “Magsimula Ka,” 
“Magnificat,” "Awit ni Kadugoung," “Mga 

| sa Lupa,” "Ang Bagong Biruin,” “Padre 
Bakhita,” “Etiquette for Mistresses,” 
and “Nasaan si Hesus?" 

Rialp, an exceptional director in his own 
right, has chalked up hits like “Electile Dys- 
function, “Alikabok,” "Menopause" and "Ra- 
таа Sita." 

“Their reunion as a powerhouse creative 
team augurs well for their latest collabora- 
tion, "Mapaghimalang Kamay ng Birhen ng 
Caysasay," which starts its run at the CCP Lit- 
Че Theater on Dec. 7. Organizations interest- 
ed in sponsoring a performance of the new 
Marian musical are asked to call executive 
producer Ramon Orlina at 781-5918, or email 
orjina@info.com.ph 


САҮАВҮАВ. 
Prolific 
composer of. 
‘outstanding 
and much- 
loved stage 
musicals. 


director in. 
his own 
right. 


Powerhouse | 
creative team back js 


for Birhen ng | 
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IMAGE of the Virgin who for 400 years has been the spiritual 
helpmeet of the residents of Taal, Batangas, and devotees in other 
parts of the country. 
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Celebrity voice actors 
. come into their own 


By Nestor U. Torre. 


WHEN we visited the DreamWorks 

studio in California, USA some 

years ago, we caught the first wave 1 

of “celebrity” voice talents working f BERNAL Leads cast of Spanish director's latest opus. » 
aper à i» 

“Prince ofEgypt and “Shrek а j 

etn wee ы "E... Almodovar honored 
ed features agreed to do the work 

for a relative pittance, because 


fe еди oak шу 3 nd at New York filmfest 
‘Wel no longer FulHlength ani- _ Some stars also appreciate the to him, by voicing the character's their celebrity status constantly 
mated features have become such fact that animated features give lines even before the animation in the viewer's consciousness. NEW YORK—It's all about Pedro from his movies and a discussion 
Mig money-eamers that коду them the opportunity to reach process has been completed. x ‘Almodovar at the New York Film with the writer-director 
Wcracis now get paid milions out to the kiddie or youth audi- — Some stars are even shot as Ace director _ Festival, where the irreverent, Previous Almodovar films that 
dollars for their (mima pains. елсе that they may not be able to they move and walk, and their id-  Voiceacung in animated fea- inimitable Spanish filmmaker have appeared at the festival in- 
Ше ы mo sks of producer” connect with if they act mostly in iosyneratic movements and facial tures has become so popular that willbe honored with a look back clude “Women on the Verge of A 
noses, because animated hits Ше “for adults” projects. expressions are sometimes used even “serious” actors like Robert at his work. Nervous Breakdown" (opening 
“Shrek” rack up something like S by animators аз their guides as to DeNiro and Judi Dench have Тһе director of such complex, night 1988), “All About My Moth- 
$800 million at the tills, so even if Relationship how a celebrity's assigned cartoon done it. Other "surprise" voice- theatrical films as “Talk to Her” er" (opeping night 1999) and 
the production pays Mike Myers Even the relationship between character should lookandact. actors include “Today” show host ‘All About My Mothe” and “Talk to Her” (dosing night 
$10 million for voicing the film'sti- the voice actors and the animators Katie Couric and even ace direc- “Women on the Verge of a Ner- 2002). 
tle role, its really no big deal. has changed. Time was when the Changes tor Martin Scorsese. vous Breakdown,” who's long “What for us has always been 
dubbers fist saw the movie already All of these changes are due to. This is a far cy from the early been a favorite atthe festival, will a great aspect of his work is a 
Plus factors inits finished form, and all they had the increasing importance of the days of animation, when dubbers arrive with his latest, “Bad Edu- certain unpredictability. He's a 
Other plus factors for celebrity to do was to match their voices to celebrity factor in the complex task were paid less than $1,000 for voie- cation." director thats constantly sur- 
i dubbers include the fact that they the opening and closing of their an- of marketing a cartoon feature. ing a major character, and their _ Many other respected, veteran prising,” said Peña, who's also 
сап easly squeeze their voice acing: mated characters mouths. ‘Thats why а number of ani- identtieswerekeptasecretfromthe filmmakers—including Jean-Luc chairman of the festival's selec- 
hores into their work schedules, These days, however, a celebrity mated characters these days are public. Today vokeacors celebrity Godard, Ingmar Bergman, Zhang tion committee. 
ла dont even have to look good  voice-actor sometimes invited to табе to look and move like their status is used to further animate the Yimou and Mike Leigh—are re- “Nothing in his films is easy or 
When they goto thesound studio. help create the character assigned popular voice-actors, to keep resurgentanimationscene! tuming to the 42nd annual festi- predictable, in the sense that 
val this month. that's even how you feel toward 


Lifeline from infants Appropriate time Wie A a 

debe e oo : ое, ду pr етк нер 
‘commonly extracted from the bone : the festival, said this seemed 
marrow of embryos. But, with the ч like an appropriate time to hon- Screenplay prize 
technological breakthrough known = О % or Almodovar because it's sort The festival opened last week 
as cord blood banking, doctors 3 of 20th anniversary to- ert ا‎ by e sad 

ave fot dv of * a I gether. Jaoui, the Frenc lirector whose 
pesi ie possede Ne n "It dawned on us that the first “The Taste of Others” (2000) was 
safer, cheaper and simpler Navasero r. year we showed Pedro was in '85 nominated for an Oscar for best 

Two physicians from Singa- banking is a safer and less expen- with What Have 1 Done to De- foreign language film. Her latest, 
pore, Dr. Teo Cheng Peng and Dr. sive way of obtaining stem cells. 3 жы: д. hp Pater iet e dien 
Leong See Odd, both experts of 1п cord blood banking, residual “4 м ай Education,’ which forme Cannes, is a comedy about а 
cord blood banking, explained blood is taken from an infant's um- is his masterpiece thus far, is а cranky, overweight 20-year-old 
Gis major discovers to ceneni Бош сий nacyogenctankright cord blood stem cells, you are sav- Banks,nowhas3,000ctienst_ _ flmthat sums upsomanythings woman. c pi 
cians and expectant mothers йш. afer delivery Cord blood is a rich ing what may be a key component Тһе following year, the firm plat i niso point, towa кос кешш к а 
ing а two-hour lecture at the Bu- source of hemopoietic stem cells, tomedicalcuresinthefuture" opened a branch in the Philip- сита (ore feelin рекон атина ты 
long Pulungan at the Westin which are used forthe weatmentof _._. pines located in Quezon City. vero ee аа tums with “Sideways,” an ober 
Philippine PlazalastSept.28. cancerand blood disorders. Criteria ААА 

“The process of cord blood bank- In 2002, Stemcord was estab- the transport and delivery proto- SSNS m shone lea ie 

Safer ace Rete Gogh, tok Gos Ded hommefedd cok ы unig scia os sew He к NU быкын ши Thames 

Cofounders of Singapore involweethicalormoralissues. recor The blood bank, employ- from local hospitals to Singa- Highly personal reflection on Haden Church) on о tip 1 
Stemcord Private Ltd, the two Dr Teo said, “It is an opportuni- ing stringent criteria set by the ротез cryogenic facilities. it cur- Catholic upbringing, starring the wine созишу of California's 


Hs Mexican actor Gael Garcia central coast. 
physicians said that cord blood ty When you bank your baby’s American Association of Blood rently serves 70 clients. MO CIE о таа О 


aries,” “Ү Tu Mama Tambien"), starring Jack Nicholson was the 

Bo Sanchez to launch new book lays as the festival's center opening night film in 2002, said 

piece film. he likes being involved with the 

‘THE HALL had bad acoustics. Ac- enough to distract the audience Catholic lay preacher Bo Sanchez would answer. She would later Highlights New York Film Festival because 

tivities at the booths surrounding from paying attention to the to grab the attention of his audi- say ‘A two-minute foot massage igh its selective. Unlike Toronto or 

the audience created added speaker onstage. ence. "Everyday I ask my wife will do! So I gave her a rwo- _ But before that, the Film Soc Cannes, which shows about 300 

noise. Plus, the crowd needed z What Lean do to make her happi- minute foot massage.” ery of Lincoln Center will pay films, only about two dozen 

time to settle down. All thatambi- Attention ex” he said. “Nothing really, be- “Then, itwashertumtoaskme, tribute to Almodovar with "Viva movies play each year in New 
ent sound would have been Вы, it didnt take long for cause m already happy she Pedrot,” featuring highlights York. 
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Jamie Rivera inspires 
through her music 


By Jocelyn Valle 


JAMIE Rivera doesn't feel pressured to live up 
to the “inspirational Diva" tag that shes 
earned for churning out religious hits. "My 
lifestyle has always been quiet and free from 
controversy" she says. "My relationship with 
God has become more personal. I've realized 
that my purpose in life is to write and record 
these songs.” 

Jamie, a UST graduate, burst into the en- 
tertainment scene after winning G.A. Yupang- 
co's search for Music Mate girls in 1985. She 
established herself as a singer and songwriter 
with hits like “Hey, Irs Me," "Ive Fallen for 
You," “Awit Para sa Yo" and "Mahal Naman Ki- 
ta.” She co-wrote the hit song, “Maybe,” suc- 
cessfully revived recently by new singer King, 
for Neocolours. 


Stage productions 

In the 905, Jamie dabbled in acting in 
“Paniwalaan Mo Ako” (with Aga Muhlach and 
Dawn Zulueta), and in stage productions like 
"Miss Saigon” (where she played Kim for two 
years), “Bugis Street" (staged in Singapore), 
and "Tsinoy." She was also part of the re-stag- 
ing of “Magsimula Ка” for its 10th year an- 
niversary in 1992. 

By 2000, Jamie successfully recorded “The 
Jubilee Song," and has since come up with 
nine religious albums, including “Heal Our 
Land," "Only Selfless Love" and "Mysteria Lu- 
cis.” 

Her latest CD, “The Purpose-Driven Life," 
musically articulates the message of Rick 
Warren's bestseller. She shares that, of the 
teachings in the book, she's most moved by 
the chapter that encourages Christians to go 
back to Jesus. “I felt that in my heart during 
my mothers dying days,” she recalls. "She 
was forcing herself to get up so that she could 
help somebody get back to Him.” 


New album 

Jamie dedicates the new album to her 
mom, Perla Hizon Cruz, who passed away 
while she was working on "The Purpose- 
Driven Life.” “Your life echoed the Master's 
word. The news of your faith in God is out. 
We don't even have to say anything any- 
more—you're the message,” she writes in 
the CD cover. 

Jamie relates that Star Records, which re- 
leased her religious albums, ‘diligently 
worked on a licensing deal with the Pur- 
pose- Driven Life ministry. “To protect the 
integrity of the book, marami silang hining- 
ing detalye,” says Star Records’ Annabelle 
Regalado. 

Regalado shares that Jamie's 10-track al- 
bum contains four original songs, and the rest 
were recommended by the Purpose-Driven 


Rejuvenation 


IF you're in charge of 


maintaining a house, 
garden or car, you Lotus 
need some time to POND 


clean up or tune up. 
Otherwise, there will 
be a buildup of un- 
wanted materials. 
‘Similarly, our bod- 
ies require regular 
“tune-ups.” Тһе 
modern term for this 
activity is detoxifica- ANd S. 
tion. We need to get Bismark 
rid of the trash that 


accumulates in our system. 


R. Valencia 


Natural ways 

Fortunately there are natural ways to keep 
oursystem running smoothly 

1. Saunas are a good way to let your body 
sweat off toxins. You can just sit and relax. А 
relief for an overburdened system! 

Set up your own sauna system. Get а 
steam inhalator, and put up a “tent” around 
your body using a blanket. Stick your head 
outifit gets uncomfortable. Adding eucalyp- 
tus ой in the steam inhalator is uite rejuve- 
nating 

2. Taking hot baths will help because they 
open up pores. You may add herbs to your 
bath water 

3. If hot steam baths are not your cup of 
tea, the ocean is a good alternative. The fact 
is, if you're exposed to electric fields (like 
traveling on a plane), there will be a buildup 
of positive ions. А dip in the ocean will reju- 
venate the body with negative ions. In addi- 
tion, salt water "squeezes" toxins out of the 
body 


Highly beneficial. 

4. Exercise is a natural way to detoxify. 
When you perspire, toxins come ош. Sim- 
ple but highly beneficial forms of exercise 
are chikung and hatha yoga. They aren't 
strenuous, but they promote good circula 
tion and the proper flow of chi energy in the 
body. 

5. Enemas are good for cleaning up clogged 
intestinal passageways. After all, you don’t 
want rotting garbage in your system. 

6, Fasting is a great way to unload toxins 
Don't worry about hunger pangs. Keep in 
mind that, when the body starves, i releases 
accumulated garbage. To assist in the pro- 
cess, drink lots of water. If possible, take а 
gallon of water a day to wash out impuri- 
ties 

Email lotuspond108@hotmail.com 
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RIVERA. Still sings pop songs that carry a 
positive message. 


Life ministry. 

"But, the album is not a substitute for the. 
book." 

There's a big market for religious albums. 
"The soundtrack of "Tanging Yaman reached 
the quadruple-platinum mark, while The Ju- 
billee Song’ hit quintuple status,” Regalado 
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GRAND OPEN HOUSE on OCTOBER 23, 2004 


залатое 
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Despite finding her niche in religious mu- 
sic, Jamie insists that she hasn't turned her 


back to pop. "I still sing pop songs that carry a 
positive message,” she stresses. 
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Best Foods brings you... 


Say 4 


A fund-raising project that will put 
Knowledge Channel into more public 
schools nationwide. 


The Knowledge Channel airs 
programs in Math, Science, 
English, and other subjects for 
grade school and high school, 
and helps poor children to learn 
more and gain opportunities for 
a better and brighter future. 


Walk for a cause with your 
favorite stars! · 
Starting from People Power 
Monument in Edsa to Ultra. 


jon fee: P200" 
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‘SANCHEZ. Popular and charismatic lay 
preacher. 
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to launch 
new book 
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From page A22 


“What can 1 do to make you a happier hus- 
band? I would answer, Nothing really, because 
Tm already happy’ But, after a while, Td say, 
‘Ok, a two-hour foot massage would до!" 
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"The crowd breaks 
out in guffaws. A few 
minutes later, they're 
wiping away tears as 
Bo reminds them to 
love their families. 
His half hourtalkata. 
Pro-Life gathering 
leaves them inspired 
with godly messages 
and wisdom. 

Bos exceptional 
git for humorous 
preaching, and his 
ability to present the 
Gospel with great sim- 
plicity are some of the. 
reasons why he is one 
of the most soughtaf- 
ter speakers and re- 
treat masters in the 
county today That 
also explains why his 
books are popular 
and why his maga- 
zine, Kerygma, is the 
most widely-circulat- 
ей inspirational mag- 
azine in the country. 
Gift 

Ви, Bo was not an 
‘overnight success. His 
first crack at publie 
speaking came when 
hewasonly 13. He had 
been attending prayer. 
meetings for six 
months when, one day, 
the leader of the group 
stood up and an- 
nounced, "Last night, 
in my prayer, 1 heard 
the Lord say, "Tm giv- 
ing the gift of wisdom 
to one of the members 
of the group. Hell 
preach the Gospel all 
over the world.” 

Naturally Bos 
mother was ecstatic! 
There were only two 
ren inthe group—her 
husband and her son. 
So, Mrs. Sanchez ap- 
proached the leader 
after the meeting and 
gushed, "My husband 
will receive the gift of 
wisdom! Hel start 
preaching" 

The leider inter- 
rupted her, "No, God 
told me it would be 
Bo" That almost 
floored his mom. 
How could it be Bo 
when he was still 
reading Superman 
comics and watching 
Voltes V on TV? 


Inexperienced 
But, obeying God's 
leading, the prayer 
group leader as- 
signed him to give 
the talk the following 
meeting. Young and 
inexperienced as he 
was, Bo claims he 
succeeded in lulling 
everyone to sleep. 
Undaunted with his 
initial failure, the 
prayer leader assigned 
the lad to give the 
teaching week afer 
week, ‘That launched 
Bo into what would 
become his Шейше 
calling in fulltime 
minsty 
‘Twenty-four years 
later Bo has traveled 
around the world to 
minister to Filipinos 
and foreigners alike. 
The Kerygma Feast, а 
Mass and worship 
event held every first. 
Sunday of the month 
at the Teatro Aguinal- 
do, в consistently 
во лаз 
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LOS ANGELES—Sometimes the world gets 
two asteroid movies, sometimes we get two 
(or three) movies about kids switching bodies 
with their parents. 

‘This election year is apparently a time that 
requires two romantic comedies about presi- 
dential daughters, Following January's "Chas 
ing Liberty" the new "First Daughter" has just 
‘opened in theaters, although both were shot 
at about the same time by different studios. 

‘A look at how the similarly themed films 
compare: 

The story: 

"Fist Daughter—The presidents college- 
bound daughter feels trapped in the rarefied en- 
vironment of the White House and is longing for 
some freespirited adventure away from the glare 
ofreporers and the Secret Service, 


Rarefied environment 

“Chasing Libery/'—The presidents teenage 
daughter feels rapped in the rarefied environ- 
ment of the White House and is longing for some 
freespirited adventure away from the glare ofre- 


эчүне DAY INQUIRER we 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2004 $, ATURDAY. Speci а i 
Two similar comedies seek box office ‘votes’ 


HOLMES. Plays 
college-bound “First 
Daughter’ 


charactor isa teenager 
longing for adventure. 
as Anna Foster. 

‘The Dad: 

“First Daughter" —President Mackenzie is 
played by Michael Keaton, who was “Batman” 
in 1989 as millionaire Bruce Wayne. 

"Chasing Liberty—President Foster is 
played by Mark Harmon, who played a bat 
man in 1988's “Stealing Home." 

Quotes: 

“First Daughter’ Holmes teases her love inter- 
est "One quick call to the FBI or the CIA and 1 can 
get your blood type, third-grade class picture and 


porters and the Secret Service. 
The studio: 27 3 3 
“First Daughter"—20th Century Fox, oP 
"Chasing Liberty’—Warner Bros. RATING 


‘The daughter: ASIA'S TOP DIRECTORS TI 
"First Daughter"—Katie Holmes stars as 
‘Samantha Mackenzie. 
"Chasing Liberty — Mandy Moore starred i еи KA г 
Winner о BEST PICTURE. V 


BEST DIRECTOR. 
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satelite pictures of your ex-girlfriends' homes.” 


Restaurant 

"Chasing Liberty" Moore to her father in 
the Oval Office: “You had that restaurant 
swarming with all your Setret Service. You ru- 
ined my date, and now I'm going to die before 
lever get to third basel .. . mean, second.” 

Theboyfrien 

“First Daughter Buffy the Vampire Slayer" 
actor Marc Blas plays James Lansome, the stu- 
dent dorm supervisor whose budding romance 
with the presidents daughter is threatened 
when she suspects he may be an undercover Se- 
cret Service bodyguard. Can true love survive а 
betrayal with good intentions? 

"Chasing Liberty'—Relative newcomer 
Matthew Goode plays Ben Calder, a hand- 
some British stranger who helps the presi- 
dent's daughter escape her minders and see 
the sights of Europe. But their budding ro- 
mance is threatened when she learns he may 
be an undercover bodyguard, Can true love 
survive a... well, you get theideal АР 
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ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD 
заливу бина you 
the exclave screening of 
ASIA'S EROTIC PHENOMENON: 


at Robinsons Movieworld 
noo 
cast: 

арзув Charoengus, Christy Chung, Smit Paryamawat. 
SYNOPSI 

‘Jan Dara в a fim set in he moody and turbulent Thatand of 
ine 1830s Jan Dara ete пете of a Thal young man whose 
"atlas memores recall his oun falher having sex wilh his 
‘вало nanny. n thls lopsided and obsessive world. A he 
{ender age of icon, he was cast out o his comfortable bul 
troubled household after his stepsister accused him of rape 
Years aler Jan Dora returns home lo seek revenge on his 
fater by outing rs ат sexual conquests and making 


man that he dreads most 


итнса Rating: RIB 
For SCREENING SCHEDULES, cal 635.5555 
or visi us: won тобеволопомено com 
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To become a champion is great. But giving it up for 
someone you love is the greatest. Kaya nyo ba yun? | 
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"To become a winner, 
all you need is a little love 
from across the net 
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Ву Rito P. Asil pow NE 
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“Open Water” RR 

D: Chris Kentis : 

S: Blanchard ЧЭ Ee 


Ryan, Daniel Travis 


HEN 
Daniel 
(Travis) 


and Susan 
(Ryan) finally 
find time to 
squeeze in а 
much-needed 
respite бот 
their fast-paced 
urban lifestyles, 
they fly off to a 
tropical tourist 
getaway Юг 
some beachside fun and underwa- 
ter action. 

During one fateful scuba-diving excursion, 

етет, they unexpectedly find themselves 
living their worst nightmare when, due to 
headcount error, their boat heads off to shore 
without them! Worse, they're left in the com- 
pany of notso-friendly predators sharkst 

Having seen our fair share of sharkcattack 
movies, we thought 
we knew what to ex- 
pect from this film. 
But, as with the other 
mustsee — disaster 
flick this year (Kevin 
Macdonald's bril 
liant, mountain- 
climbing debacle 
movie, “Touching the 
Void"), we thought 
wrong. 

Based on actual 
events, dis 79- 
minute Sundance fa- 
vorite is an imagina- 


tive, cerebral 
humdinger that, 
while devoid of 


histrionics, effective- 
* dy gnaws at your 
sense of security. 
Scarier and more 
visceral tham most 
thrillers, "Open Wa- 
ter” threatens your 
comfort zone, and 
warns of the dangers 
that lurk under de- 
ceptively calm sur- 
faces, 


“Shark Tale” 

D: Bibo Bergeron, 
Vicky Jenson, Rob 
Letterman 

5: Will Smith, Re- 
nee Zellweger, An- 
gelina Jolie 


dd 


This week's other 
shark flick is Dream- 
Works’ latest CG ani- 
mation. Unfortunate- 
ly, the cinematic 
promise of Jeffrey 
Katzenberg's visually 
sumptuous movie is 
largely unrealized. 
Will Smith lends 
his voice as bottom- 
feeder fish, Oscar, 
who finds instant 
fame and fortune af- 
ter he is seen at the 
scene where the son 
of shark mob boss, 
Don Lino (Robert De 
Niro), is found dead. 
With the help of 
the fish mobsters 
other son, the "soft 
ie" Lenny (a vegetari- 
an who wants to 
"dress шр” as a dol- 
phin, voiced by Jack 
Black), the unlikely 
yam Oscar spins 
makes him the un- 
denwater — worlds 
heroic "Shark Slay- 
er," and turns his bor- 
ing life upside down! 


germane 


ood 


and bad 


z adult. 

The film is an- 
chored by delight- 
ful performances, 
led by Renee Zell- 
weger and Angeli- 
na Jolie. Zellweger 
delivers a charming 


turn as angelfish 


n 


Like your kind of lifestyle, 
| this one's got good 


DREAMWORKS’ latest animated film is visually sumptuous. 


But he soon realizes that life at the top of the 
reef is not what its cracked up to be. 

Like "Shrek" and, to some extent, "Find- 
ing Nemo," “Shark Tale's" production val- 
ues are topnotch (check out the eerie physi- 
cal similarities of actors and the characters 
they're “voicing”: Martin Scorsese's thick 
brows, De Niro's mole, Jolie's famous pout, 
Black's sneer), its humor dark and more 


A fusion of space, style and attitude. The Mardo3 5-Door exudes sexiness without so 
styling, as you experience its unparalleled handling ond surprising roominess. The new Mazda3 5-Door. Try it for size. Get 
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one?), while Jolie, 
in full femme fatale 
flourish, shines as 
the gold-digging 
Lola. 

But, the compar- 
isons end there. 
Genuine laughsare 
few and far be- 
tween. The film 
further wavers with its shameless prod- 
uct-placement advertising and half- 
baked pop culture digs that look forced 
and trite. And the lessons it preach- 


es—about harmony in diversity—dan- 


\ October 10,2008 + Sunday «Spm 
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gerously saunter into political incorrect- 
ness, with its appalling depiction of 
racial stereotypes. 
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LEUNG, Plays a writer of cheap 
erotic novels in "2046." 


By Nestor U. Torre. 


'ULIANNE Moore, one of film- 
от? leading thespic lights, 
stars in the gripping supernat- 
ural thriller, “The Forgotten.” She 
plays a grieving mother who's 
struggling to cope with the loss of 
her eight-year-old son. 

"The big twist is, when she sees her psychia- 
trist, he tells her that she has created eight. 
years of memories qf a son she's never had! 

Naturally Moore's character doubts her 
own sanity--unti she meets another patient 
who's had a similarly unnerving experience. 
So, she embarks on a mission to prove her 
son's existence. 


Psychotic breakdown 

Moore was tapped to play the pivotal role of 
the mother because of its challenging complexi- 
ту Director Joseph Ruben describes it as “a tour 
de force" role, requiring an actor who can deliver 
on the possibly that the character may have 
had a psychotic breakdown—but, at the same 
time, the audience identifies with her and is 
completely behind her. 


‘Cinderella’ at Dreamscape 


DUE to popular demand, “Cinderella” will be 
staged anew by Kids Act Philippines at the 
Dreamscape amusement center at Robinsons 
Galleria (Ortigas) on Oct. 9, 16 and 23 at 3 
and 4 p.m. 

‘The interactive musical play encourages young 
viewers to love reading, leaming and values forma 
tion, Both chidren and 
adits wil be enterained 
by the production’ combi- 
nation of vey acors, mu- 
ж, ses, commes and 
some oversized characters, 

Dreamscape also offers rides, game booths, 
party packages, field trips and other fun activ- 
ities for the whole family. Call 636-2911. 


‘Cradle 2 the Grave’ 

Jet Li and rap artist DMX's starrer, “Cradle 
2 the Grave," an explosive fusion of Eastern 
martial arts and Western street culture, will 
be shown on HBO at 9 p.m. on Oct. 9. 

МХ character is hired to steal a cache of 
priceless black diamonds from a vault. Afer the 
heist, however, his employer tums up dead and 
other people want a piece of the action. One of 
them is Jet Lis character, a Taiwanese govem- 
‘ment agent, with whom DMX comes to blows. 


“Ten Times Ten’ 
“Теп Times Ten a collection of 10-minute 


plays about love in ts many forms, will be present- 
eed on Nov 26 and 27 at Richard Tan's Nicoina 


“CINDERELLA AS 


MONTAGE 


MOORE. Portrays a grieving 
‘mother in "The Forgotten. 


Complex roles challenge top stars 


film's 2004 sequel. 


“Julianne has a quality that is so vivid and 
sympathetic that you can't help but connect 
with her. Since she's a real-life mother of two, 
you sense in her performance that she's tap- 
ping into ће unique bond that exists between. 
a mother and her child," Ruben observes. 
‘Moore herself was especially excited about 
doing the film because 1 like movies that are 
quick, entertaining, scary and fun. In addition, 
this one has a moving human element. The main 
issue is how we really fel about our children, 
‘our family. Thats what makes it truly engaging.” 


New starrer 

For his part, Ethan Hawke was "hooked" by 
his new starrer, “Before Sunset,” because it 
tells the timeless romantic story of two ques- 
tioning hearts and minds whose powerful 
bond defies time and space. 

"The sequel to the acclaimed 1995 fim “Before 
Sunrise” the fim also sam Julie Dephy as Hawke's 
soul mate. ls diretor is Richard Linklater 

‘Story: Nine years ago, wo strangers met by 
chance, spent night together in Vienna, and 
parted before sunrise. Now, in Paris, they're 
about to cross paths again, and will get the 
chance we all wish we had—to find out what 
might have been. The only problem is, they 


CAST OF 10-MINUTE PLAYS AT NICOTINA. (From left) Ces 
. Quesada, Adriana Agcaoili, Michael de Mesa and Ricky Davao. 


Rory Quintos and Mike Lopez, 


By Behn Cervantes. 


1 REESTABLISHED 

the UP Repertory Com- 

pony in 1973 as a way 

to bring back student 

organizations to the 

State University. By 

the early 7805 the 

group was already QUINTOS. 

running smoothly. Outstanding fimmaker. 
Different commit 

tees were chaired by young students. Because 

the group was so dynamic, there were many 

applicants each year. The different organiza- 

tional committees honed chem well. The tech- 

nical committee under Mike Lopez, now tech- 

nical director of the UP Theater, was especial- 

lystrong. 


Solid background 


Being a product of Philippine Science High School, 
Mike had a solid background. He was an enthusiastic 


mentor so i was no wonder he had а dedicated 
group who flowed his every тосол 

I would see them up in the rafters plotting the. 
light plan. 1 would demand to know if precau- 
onary measures were taken. A rather good- 
looking young girl їп the committe assured me 
they were. She was Aurora Quintos, Rory to all 


Quiet but efficient 

‘Rory was a quiet but efficient member of the 
production crew. She was bent on doing her 
best. She had no interest in acting. Because she 
was always in loose shirts and pants, her chum 
Nanette Logarta was thrilled fo see her in a 
dress, which she reluctantly donned fora pay. 

UP Rep was fortunate to have Mike and Rory, 
and even more lucky that they came at the time 
they did—and in such good company to! Their 
gang, made up of Мапече, Eric Pineda, Enrico San- 
tos, Jon Santos and Roldeo Endrinal, composed 
some ofthe bumper crop recited that year 

Rory showed few signs of directorial ambi- 
tion. Instead, she thoroughly enjoyed doing the 


Shark tales, good and bad ranna 


“The Punisher” 
D: Jonathan 
Hensleigh 
S: Tom Jane, John 
Travolta 


"The шег remake of 
Marvels comic book vigi- 
lante is slow and tedious. 
But, Jonathan 
Hendéigis version Б 
much bener than 1989s ЈАМЕ. Considerable 
ponderously dour Dolph acting chops. 


(тч 


BLANCHARD RYAN AND DANIEL 

‘TRAVIS. Topbill Chris Kentis’ “Open Water." 
Lundgren starrer This time, Tom Jane chiseled 
good looks and considerable acting chops bring vul- 


HAWKE AND DELPY.. 
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Reprise roles in “Before Sunrise" in the 1995 


have only a few hours to figure out if they be- 
long together. 

In a stimulating and revealing journey 
through Paris, the fated characters played by 
Hawke and Delphy explore the inner work 
ings of their hearts and minds, and rediscover 
their rare yet powerful love for the unexpect- 
ed, and for each other. 

Writer 

Finally, in “2046,” Tony Leung confronts 
another past—thissime, one that he has been. 
concealing. Leung plays a writer of cheap 
erotic novels, and writes a book titled 2046." 
In the novel, anyone taking a train bound for 
2046 has the chance to relive his lost memo- 
Ties. But nobody knows if this is true, because. 
nobody can leave 2046. 

Winner of the Best Actor prize at the 2000 
Cannes filmfest for his performance in "In the. 
Mood for Love,” Leung is regarded as the 


most distinguished actor of his generation in. 
the Hong Kong film industry 

He first worked with "2046" director Wong Kar 
Wai on Days of Being Wid,” and they have subse- 
quently collaborated on five more titles "Ashes of 
Time” “Chungking Express" “Happy Together” 
“Inthe Mood for Love,” and now "2046 


BEDIONES. Spécial 
‘exhibition game. 


then and now 


technical aspects of a production. So, when 1 did 
“Angkan,” а series produced by Maria V Mon- 
telibunos MVM Productions for ABS-CBN after 
Edsa 1, L asked her to be a production assistant. 
Lead stars Barbara Perez, Caridad Sanchez, Joc 
Torre, Daniel Fernando, Loly Mara, Lindo Obach, 
Naty Crame Rogers and Joonee Gamboa were 
impressed by Rorys professional dedication. 

She worked hard and continued with pro- 
duction work even after the series ended. 
Thereafter, when we would bump into each 
other, she would share her appreciation for 
working with the likes of Laurice Guillen and 
Lupita Aquino Kashiwahara. 

After living in the States for a few years, I 
was told thar Rory had directed her first film, 
“Basta't Kasama Kita," that was well received 
by both ritics and the industry. 

Soon afer she was to direct other critical- 
acclaimed films САлак," “Kailangan Kita") 
which were likewise popular with moviego- 
ers, thus establishing her as one of the better 
directors of the local movie industry. 


erably tothe tortured psyche of Frank Caste, an 
РВ! agent who finds his perfect world collapsing 
afier he winesss his entire family “massacred” be- 
fore his very ejesthe handiwork of mobster boss, 
Howard Saint, to avenge the death of his son, who 
was kiled in ап FBI sing operation that Castle 
headed. 

Professional henchmen that they are, 
Saint's underlings wipe out Castle's every liv- 
ing relative, run down his wife and kid, beat 
Frank to a pulp, and leave him for dead. Prob 
lem is, he survives to "demonstrate" his brand 
of justice and retribution! 


ever produced. 


| THE CULTURAL Center of the 
Philippines, in cooperation 
4 with the National Commission 
for Culture and the Arts’ Com- 
mittee for Dramatic Arts, pre- 
sents Ikatlong Tagpo: The 
2004 National Theater Festival 
on Nov. 7-20 at the CCR 

“Ikatlong Tagpo” (Third 
Scene) will feature more than 
35 productions and perfor- 
mances, new works and re- 
vivals, lecture series, work- 
shop, exhibits, publications 
and other related activities. 

“Ikatlong Tagpo” will show- 
case Philippine musical the- 
ater, featuring revues, chil- 
dren's musicals, opera, late- 
night cabaret and events high- 
lighting the achievement of Fil- 
ipino artists in musical theater. 

“Tkatlong Tagpo” kicks off 
with an open house on Nov. 7, 
ll am. to 6 pm, at CCP 
venues. Billed “Pasinaya,” the 
festival open house will offer 
free sneak previews of over 35 
productions. The public is in- 
уно “to see ай you can" on а 
first-come, first-served basis, 
free of charge. 


Gala events 
Gala events of the festival in- 
dude: “Hanas! Natatanging Tag- 
po Mula sa Musikangbayan,” (Vir- 
tuosty! Highlights from Peoples 
Musicals) on Now 14, 8 pm, 
“Buhay! Mga Himig at Awit ng 
Dulang Filipino” (Ае! 
Melodies and Songs from Philip- 
pine Theater) on Nox 12 and 13, 
8 pm; “Gilas! Pagdiriwang ng 
Opera Filipina Excellence! Philip- 
pine Opera Gala) on Now 14; 
“Tian Jin Children's Peking Opera 
“Troupe” on Nox 6 and 7, The Vi- 
enna Boys Choir back to back with 
the Loboc Children’s Choir on 
Nox 9,8 рл. at the Aliw Theater, 
and Philippine Ballet Theaters 
“Isang Bagong Bituin?” on Nov 18. 
Gala events will be held at the 
OCP Tanghalang Nicanor Abelar- 
do (Main Theater). 

“Ikatlong Tagpo" offers an 
array of children's musicals in 
“Tanghalang Bulilit,” festival 

„premieres in “Tanghal,” 
cabaret performances in “Hul- 
ing Hirit: Late Nite Cabaret,” 
singthroughs of works im 
progress in “Panday Awit," 
launches of CDs, VCDs and 

‚ books in “Hayag,” exhibits and 
tours in “Yaman: Musical Her- 
itage,” film screenings of musi- 
cals and opera, dialogue and 
interaction with musical the- 
ater artists in “Huntahan: Con- 
versations with Music Theater 

„ Artists,” caucuses and intema- 
tional meetings in “Pulong.” 

Festival participants include 


“NOLI” AND 
“FILL” Two of 
Ryan 
Cayabyab's 
acclaimed 
works. 


“RAMA AT SITA.” One of the most popular Filipino musicals 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2004 


National Theater : 
Festival at CCP | 


artists from Musicat, Peta, 
Gantimpala Theater Founda, ` 
ton, Tanghalang Pilipino, 
Philstage, UP College of Music, 
Philippine Opera Guild, the, 
Philippine Opera Company, 

ine Ballet Theater, UST 
i of Muse Ariss 
Inc, Kaliwat Theater Collec- 
e, Tanghalang Ateneo, 
Teatro Adarsari, Teatrong Mu- 
lat ng Pilipinas, Laguna Cultur- 
al Network, Loboc Children's 
Choir, Calbayog Arts and Cul- 
tural office of Calbayog City, 
Tanghalang Hulyo 23, Alyansa 
ine, Araw Theater Ensemble, 
Dulaang UR Barasaoin Kali- 
nangan Foundation Inc, Earth у 
Music Foundation, Cebu Ex- , 
perimental Music Theater 1 
Company, Cebu Pop Music En- 1 
semble, Children's and Teach- 
ers Theater of St. Scholastica's ` 
College (grade school unit), 
Cebu Independent Music The- 
ater Company and University ; 
of Cebu and Mindulani nc. 


Season 

The festival will have an as- $ 
sociate season in 2005 in dif- 
ferent areas of Luzon, Visayas 
and Mindanao featuring major 
theater groups of the region 
such as Sining Kambayoka En- 
semble of Marawi, Dap-Ayan 
Ti Kultura Iti Kordilyera, CBTG 
Bukawel Performing Arts of 
Sorsogon, Lusong Theater Net- 
work, University of San 
‘Agustin, Colegio Sagrado 
Corazon de Jesus, Silay Com- 
munity Theater Group, Cebu 
‘Theater Consortium, West Ne- 
gros College, Cebu Indepen- 
dent Music Theater Company 
and University of Cebu and 
Mindulani Inc. 

‘Move-over performances 
and festival events will also be 
held at the College of St. Ве- 
nilde, St. Scholastica's College, 
GSIS and Aliw Theaters. 

"Ikatlong Tagpo” aims to ad- г 
vance excellence and profession- 
alism in artistic skills, production 
systems, and technical proficen- 
cy in music theater, conserve, 
support and promote musical 
theater works and cultural activi- 
ties significant to Philippine cul- 
tural heritage and identity; bol- 
ster and broaden public partici- 
pation in Philippine music the- 
ater; stimulate the development 
of music theater arts аз а viable 
industry establish and strength- 
en linkages with local, regional 
and international organizations, 

Call 832-1125 loc. 1606- 
1607, 832-1125 loc. 1800- 
1806, or visit the festival web- 
site аг www.ulturaleen- 
tergouph/ntt. 


ig 


LEUNG. Plays a writer of cheap. 
erotic novels in "2046." 


Complex roles challenge top stars 


By Nestor U, Torre. 


ULIANNE Moore, one of film- 

Фоп? leading thespic lights, 

stars in the gripping supernat- 
ural thriller, “The Forgotten.” She 
plays a grieving mother who's 
struggling to cope with the loss of 
her eight-year-old son. 

“The big twist is, when she ses her psychia- 
rist, he tells her that she has created eight 
ears of memories ofa son she's never had! 

Naturally, Moore's character doubts her 
own sanity--until she meets another patient 
who's had a similarly unnerving experience. 
So, she embarks on a mission to prove her 
sons existence. 


Psychotic breakdown 

Moore was tapped to play the pivotal role of 
the mother because of ts challenging complexi- 
ту Director Joseph Ruben describes t as "a tour 
de force" role, requiring an actor who can deliver 
on the possibly that the character may have 
had a psychotic breaidown- but, at the same 
time, the audience identifies with her and is 
completely behind her. 


MOORE. Portraysa grieving 
mother in’ 
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ће Forgotten.” film's 2004 sequel. 


"Julianne has a quality that is so vivid and 
sympathetic that you can’t help but connect 
with her. Since she's real-life mother of two, 
you sense in her performance that she's tap- 
ping into the unique bond that exists between 
‘a mother and her child,” Ruben observes. 
Moore herself was especially excited about 
doing the film because “I like movies that are 
‘quick, entertaining, scary and fun. In addition, 
this one has a moving human element. The main 
issue is how we really feel about our children, 
our family That's what makes it uly engaging." 


New starrer 

For his pars, Ethan Hawke was "hooked" by 
his new starrer, “Before Sunset,” because it 
tells the timeless romantic story of two ques- 
tioning hearts and minds whose powerful 
bond defies time and space. 

The sequel to the acclaimed 1995 fim “Before 
Sunrise,” the fim also stars Julie Delpy as Hawke's 
soul mate. ts director is Richard Linklater 

Story: Nine years ago, two strangers met by 
chance, spent a night together in Vienna, and 
parted before sunrise. Now, in Paris, they're 
about to cross paths again, and will get 
chance we all wish ме had—to find out what 
might have been. The only problem is, they 


‘Cinderella’ at Dreamscape 


DUE to popular demand, “Cinderella” will be 
staged anew by Kids Act Philippines at the 
Dreamscape amusement center at Robinsons 
Galleria (Ortigas) on Oct. 9, 16 and 23 at 3 
and 4 p.m. 

‘The interacive musical play encourages young 
viewers to lave reading, leaming and values forma 
tion. Boh children and 
adults wil be enterzined 
bythe producionscombi- 
ration of fvely actors, mu- 
Жс, ses, costumes’ and 
some oversized characters 

Dreamscape also offers rides, game booths, 
party packages, field trips and other fun activ- 
йез for the whole family. Call 636-2911. 


‘Cradle 2 the Grave’ 

Jet Li and rap artist DMX starrer, “Cradle 
2 the Grave,” an explosive fusion of Eastern 
martial arts and Western street culture, will 
be shown on HBO at 9 p.m. on Oct. 9. 

DMXs character is hited to steal а cache of 
priceless black diamonds from a vault. After the 
heist, however, his employer turns up dead and 
other people want a piece of the action. One of 
them is Jet Lis character, a Taiwanese govem- 
ment agent, with whom DMX comes to blows. 


MONTAGE 


“Теп Times Ten’ 

"Ten Times Ten,” a collection of 10-minute 
plays about lovein its many forms, will Бе present- 
ed on Nov. 26 and 27 at Richard Tann's Nicotina 
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CAST OF 10-MINUTE PLAYS AT NICOTINA. (From left) Ces 
Michael de Mesa and Ricky Davao. 


Quesada, Adriana Age: 


Rory Quintos and Mike Lopez, 


By Behn Cervantes 


1 REESTABLISHED 
the UP Repertory Com- 
pany in 1973 as a way 
to bring back student 
organizations to the 
State University By 
the early ‘80s, the 
group was already QUINTOS. 

running smoothly. Outstanding fimmaker 

Different commit- 

tees were chaired by young students. Because 
the group was so dynamic, there were many 
applicants each year. The different organiza- 
tional committees honed them well. The tech 
nical committee under Mike Lopez, now tech- 
nical director of the UP Theater, was especial- 
ly strong. 


Solid background 
Being a produc of Philippine dence High School, 
Mi hal a solid background. He was an ens 


mentor so it was no wonder he had a dedicated 
group who followed his every insmucion. 

T would see them up in the rafters plotting the 
Бак plan. 1 would demand to know if precau- 
tionary measures were taken. A rather good- 
looking young girl in the committee assured me 
they were. She was Aurora Quintos, Rory to 


Quiet but efficient 

Rory was a quiet but efficient member of the 
producion crow. She was bent on doing her 
best. She had no interest in acting, Because she 
was always in lose shirts and pants, her chum 
Naneme Logana was thrilled to see her in a 
dress, which she reluctantly donned fora play 

UP Rep was forunate o love Mike and Rory 
ard even more lucky that they ате at the ime 
they didand in such good company too! Their 
әл, made up of Nance, Esc Pineda, Enrico San- 
tos, Jon Santos and Raldeo Endrinal, composed 
seme of the bumper crop rented tha year 

Rory showed few signs of directorial ambi- 
tion, Instead, she thoroughly enjoyed doing the 


Shark tales, good and bad к=к 


“The Punisher” 
р: Jonathan Ё 
Hensleigh 
S: Tom Jane, John 
Travolta 


The latest remake of i: 
Marvels comicbook vigi- i 
Tarne is slow and tedious, 

But, Jonathan 
Наа version 

much beer than 19895 JANE. Considerable 
ponderously dour Dolph acting chops. 


"mm y 


м 


BLANCHARD RYAN AND DANIEL. 
‘TRAVIS. Topbill Chris Kentis’ “Open Water.” 


Lundgren starrer This time, Tom Janes chiseled 
коой looks and considerable acting chops bring vul- 


HAWKE AND DELPY. 


Reprise roles in "Before Sunrise” in the 1995 


have only a few hours to figure out if they be- 
Jong together. 

In ‘a stimulating and revealing journey 
through Paris, the fated characters played by 
Hawke and Delphy explore the inner work- 
ings oftheir hearts and minds, and rediscover 
their rare yet powerful love for the unexpect- 
ed, and for each other. 


Writer 

Finally, in “2046,” Tony Leung confronts 
another past—this time, one that he has been 
concealing. Leung plays а writer of cheap 
erotic novels, and writes a book titled "2046." 
In the novel, anyone taking a train bound for 
2046 has the chance to relive his lost memo- 
Ties. But nobody knows if this is true, because 
nobody can leave 2046. 
the Best Actor prize at the 2000 
fest for his performance in “In the 
Mood for Love,” Leung is regarded as the 
‘most distinguished actor of his generation in 
the Hong Kong film industry. 

Не first worked with "2046" director Wong Kar 
Wai on “Days of Being Wild,” and they have subse- 

iles Ashes of 

Time” “Chungking Express,” "Happy Together” 
“In the Mood for Love,” and now, "2046." 


BEDIONES. Special 
exhibition game. 


JET Li and DMX in “Cradle 2 the Grave." 


then and now 


technical aspects of a production. So. when 1 did 
“Angkan,” a series produced by Marin V Mon- 
telibano's MVM Productions for ABS-CBN afier 
Edsa 1, I asked her to be a production assistant 
Lezd stars Barbara Perez, Caridad Sanchez, Joc! 
"Torre, Daniel Fernando, Loly Mara, Lindo Obach, 
Naty Crame Rogers and Joonce Gamboa were. 
Rorys professional dedication. 
ked hard and continued with pro- 
duction work even after the series ended. 
Ther when we would bump into each 
other, she would share her appreciation for 
working with the likes of Laurice Guillen and 
Lupita Aquino Kashiwahara. 

After living in the States for a few ye 
was told that Rory had directed her first film, 
“Basta't Каза: 
by both eriti 

Soon after, she 
ly-acetaimed films Алак,” "Kailangan Kita") 
which were likewise popular with movieyo- 
ers, thus establishing her as one of the better 
directors of the local movie industry. 


тпегййу to the tortured psyche of Prank Castle, an 
ex Fl agent who finds his perfec work collapsing 
after he witnesses his entire family "massud" be- 
fore his very eyesthe handiwork of mobster bass, 
Howard Saint, to avenge the death of his son, who 
was kilod in an FBI sing operation that Castle 
headed. 

Professional henchmen that they are, 
Saint's underlings wipe out Castle's every liv- 
ing relative, run down his wife and kid, beat 
Frank toa pulp, and leave him for dead. Prob- 
lem is, he survives to "demonstrate" his brand 
of justice and retribution! 


“RAMA AT SITA.” One of the most popular Fil 


ever produced. 
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National Theater 
Festival at CCP 


THE CULTURAL Center of the 
Philippines, im cooperation 
with the National Commission 
for Culture and the Arts’ Com- 
mittee for Dramatic Arts, pre- 
sents Ikatlong Tagpo: The 
2004 National Theater Festival 
on Nov. 7-20 atthe ССР 

“Ikatlong Тавро” (Third 
Scene) will feature more than 
35 productions and perfor- 
manes, new works and re- 
vivals, lecture series, work- 
shop, exhibits, publications 
and other related activities. 

“Ikatlong Tagpo” will show- 
case Philippine musical the- 
ater, featuring revues, chil- 
dren's musicals, opera, late- 
night cabaret and events high- 
lighting the achievement of Fil- 
ipino artists in musical theater, 

“Ikatlong Tagpo” kicks off 
with an open house on Nov. 7, 
Шат. to 6 pm, at CCP 
venues. Billed “Pasinaya,” the 
festival open house will offer 
free sneak previews of over 35 
productions. The public is in- 
Vited “to see all you can" on a 
firsteome, first-served basis, 
free of charge. 


Gala events 

Gala events of the festival in- 
dude: “Hanas! Natatanging Tag- 
po Mula sa Mustkangbayan,” (Vr 
tuosiy! Highlights from Peoples 
Musicals) on Nox 14, 8 pm, 
"Bubay! Mga Himig at Awit ng 
Dulang Filipino” — (Ale! 
Melodies and Songs from Philip- 
pine Theater) on Nov 12 and 13, 
8 pan; "Gilas! Pagdiriwang ng 
Opera Filipina (Excellence! Philip- 
pine Opera Gala) on Now 14; 
“Tian Jin Children's Peking Opera 
“Troupe” on Nov 6 and 7, The Vi- 
enna Boys Choir backto back with 
the Loboc Children’s Choir on 
Now 9, 8 p.m. at the Aliw Theater, 
and Philippine Ballet Theaters 
“isang Bagong Bituin” on Nov 18. 
Gala events will be held at the 
ССР Tanghalang Nicanor Abelar- 
do (Main Theater). 

“Ikatlong Tagpo” offers an 
апау of children's musicals in 
“Tanghalang Bulilit,” festival 
premieres іп — "Tanghal" 


cabaret performances іп "Hul- 


ing Hirit: Late Nite Cabar 
singthroughs of works i 
progress „in “Panday Awit, 
launches of CDs, VCDs and 
books in “Hayag,” exhibits and 
tours in “Yaman: Musical Her- 
itage," film screenings of musi- 
cals and opera, dialogue and 
interaction with musical the- 
ater artists in “Huntahan: Con- 
versations with Music Theater 
Artists,” caucuses and intema- 
tional meetings in “Pulong.” 
Festival participants include 


“NOLI” AND 
“FILL” Two of 
Ryan 
 Cayabyab's 
‘acclaimed 
works. 


апыз from Musicat, Peta, 
Gantimpala Theater Found: 
tion, Tanghalang Pilipino, 
Philstage, UP College of Music, 
Philippine Opera Guild, the, 
Philippine Opera Compa 
Philippine Ballet Theater, UST 
Conservatory of Music, Artists 
Inc, Kaliwat Theater Сойес- 
tive, Tanghalang Ateneo, 
Teatro Adarsari, Teatrong Mu- 
lat ng Pilipinas, Laguna Cultur- 
al Network, Loboc Children's 
Choir, Calbayog Arts and Cul- 
tural office of Calbayog City, 
Tanghalang Hulyo 23, Alyansa 
Inc, Araw Theater Ensemble, 
Dulaang Uh Barasaoin Kali- 
nangan Foundation Inc., Earth 
Music Foundation, Cebu Ex- 
perimental Music Theater 
Company, Cebu Pop Musie En- 
semble, Children's and Teach- 
ers Theater of St. Scholastica's 
College (grade schoo! unit), 
Cebu Independent Music The- 
ater Company and University 
of Cebu and Mindulani Inc. 


Season 

The festival will have an as- 
sociate season in 2005 in dif- 
Terent areas of Luzon, Visayas 
and Mindanao featuring major. 
theater groups of the region 
such as Sining Kambayoka En- 
semble of Marawi, Dap-Ayan 
Ti Kultura ti Kordilyera, CBTG 
Bukawel Performing Arts of 
Sorsogon, Lusong Theater Net- 
work, University of San 
Agustin, Colegio Sagrado 
Corazon de Jesus, Silay Com- 
munity Theater Group, Cebu 
‘Theater Consortium, West Ne- 
gros College, Cebu Indepen- 
dent Music Theater Company 
and University of Cebu and 
Mindulani Inc. 

Move-over performances 
and festival events will also be 
held at the College of St. Be- 
nilde, St, Scholastia's College, 
GSIS and Aliw Theater 

“Ikatlong Tagpo” aims to ad- 
vance excellence and profession- 
абет in artistic skills, production 
systems, and technical proficien- 
qy in music theater; conserve, 
support and promote musical 
theater works and cultural activi- 
Чез significant to Philippine cul- 
tural heritage and identity; bol- 
ster and broaden public partici- 
pation in Philippine music the- 
ater; stimulate the development 
of music theater arts as а viable 
industry establish and strength- 
en linkages with local, regional 
and international organizations. 

Call 832-1125 loc. 1606- 
1607, 832-1125 loc. 1800- 
1806, or visit the festival web- 
site at wwweulturaleen- 
tergovph/ntt. 
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By Remy Umerez 


RONNIE Ricketts never says no to a chal- 
lenge. 

When approached by E-Plus in cooperation 
with ABC-5 to host a new game show, Ronnie 
welcomed the idea right away. 

“1 like the concept because it is some- 
thing wholesome and clean, which my 
own children can watch. In films, I always 
drive a point. 1 am against smoking and 
drinking because 1 am a health buff, and I 
want people to be conscious about their 
health, too. 


Contestants 

“Itis the same thing with the game show. I 
will try to impart to the contestants that it is 
mot the winning that is important. 1 want 
them to be good sports, although wala na- 
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Ronnie and Mariz Ricketts host new game show 


THERICKETTS. Never say no to challenges. 


mang uuwing luhaan sa aming games,” he 


says 

"The 30-minute show, "Fans Day, Fun Day" 
starts on an upbeat note as contestants dis: 
play their terpsichorean talents in a dance 
showdown. 

Ronnie is joined by his wife Mariz, who is 
excited about the outcome of their new en- 
deavor. This marks the first time for the cou- 
pleto host a show together. 

Providing the laughs are Dinky Doo and Pa- 
tricia Ysmael. Some of the interesting games. 
featured are: 

“Tawa ng Tawa,” a non-stop laughter for- 
mula using a giant cube and funny instruc- 
tions. 

“Bulag-Bola” requires shooting ‘hoops in 
“headless chicken" fashion, complete with 
blindfold. 

А fun version of Jack and Stone,” a tradi- 


xm 


tional favorite 

“Aero-Ball,” a new craze involving jump 
ball or basketball. 

“Catch a Prize" will test how quick a contes- 
tant's reflexes are as he gathers prize scrolls in 
a windy room. 


Giant jigsaw puzzle 

“Tara Lets" leads you to the other side of a 
giant jigsaw puzzle. You win by answering 
some tricky questio 

“Meron Kwenta” is а quick math quiz with 
atwist. 

"We made sure the games are simple, al- 
though the questions сап be tricky. The four 
games that will click most will be featured 
regularly.” Ronnie shares. 

“The newest game in town hits TV sets from 
Monday to Friday at 11:30 in the morning on 


‘Cinderella’ at Dreamscape «^: 


Garden Pavilion, Roxas Ым, Pasay City: Series, “Camivale” Episode 

The presentation stars Michael de Mesa, pm, "tpock Видио" Oct 12, 1030pm, Cami- Oct. П at 3 рл, “Funny Gizl” Оа. 12 at 12:15 
Ricky Davao, Bodjie Pascua, Alma Concepcion, vale” Episode 2, ‘Mer the Ball Б Over” Oc 13 at 11 pm, “Sudden Terror The Hijacking of School Bus 
Richard Signey Evelyn Cabayan, Miguel pn, “Minority Report" Oc: 14 at 2 pm, “Pavilion of No. 17.” Oct. 13 at 6:30 a.m, А Death in the Fam- 
Е a il Зу^ Oc. 14at 5:30 pm, "Meeting Venus” Oct. 15 

lucer Bibsy Салай so invigorat- Cinemax, Oct. 9 at 7:15 pm, “Changing at 8:15 am., "Bom on the Fourth of July” 

ed by er new vene hatte plans o holî a 10. — a е 2 
minute playwriting competition next year, to be 
followed by a festival of 10-minute Filipino plays. | 242442244244422 ГҮГҮГҮТҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮ 
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l'Msy Ox П at 4 Lanes" Оа. 10 at 3:45 pom. "Batman Returns.” 


‘Minsan Pa’ 

Jomari Yana and Ara Mina sar in Jeffrey Jeans 
“Minsan Pa" which sars is regubr run on Nov 24 

Jomari had to take a crash course in diving, 
and leam how to speak Visayan, Japanese and 
Korean for his role as a tour guide. Ara plays a 
conservative preschool teacher engaged to an 
advertising executive, played by Christian 
‘Vasque, in his first non-sexy role. 


The f is in the finds 


cinemas/ cinemas! 


CUSTOMER SERVICE HOTLINE : 886-7515 
SHARK TALE 

THE PUNISHER 

WIMBLEDON 

OPEN WATER 

RESIDENT EVIL 

FENG SHUI 

THE BOURNE SUPREMACY 


Movies are subject to change without prior notice. 
ped and managed by Ayala Land, nc Another rela innovation 
үтүтүүүтүтүтүүүтүтүтүүүтүгү+үүүчүтүтүтүтүтүтүтүтүтү 


Paolo plays badminton 

Paolo Bediones played an exhibition game 
of badminton with Daisy Reyes last Oct. 2 at 
the first Partners Cup 2004 invitational tour- 
nament, participated in by business partners 
of Robinsons Land Corp. at the Asuncion Bad- 
minton Center in San Juan, MM. 

‘At least 250 players participated in six cate- 
gorios of the toumament, which offered hand- 
‘some prizes, trophies and medals to the winners. 


Movies on TV 


(On HBO Оз. 9аї 2:15 am. Anil Lavigne: Thy and 
Shut Me Up Tou Oc. 10 at 815 pm, HBO Orginal 


ГҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮҮ 
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Fallin’ Teri De Sario Simply Jessie Rex Smith Of All The Things Dennis Lambert 
You Should Know By Now Angela Вой! Getting To Know Each Other Gerard Kenny 
Just Tell Me You Love Me England Dan & John Ford Coley Maybe This Time Michael Martin Murphy 
Don't Give Up On Us David Soul Half Crazy Johnny Gill Take A Look Inside My Heart David Benoit 
Hiding Inside Myself Kenny Rankin Sweet Baby Stanley Clarke & George Duke 
Smile Again The Manhattan Transfer If I'm Not In Love Kathy Тгосоїї 
Is It Okay If I Call You Mine Paul McCrane | Wish That I Was Making Love To You Alessi Brothers 
It Might Be You Stephen Bishop 


Nakakakilig from top to bottom! 


Catch the FALLIN' ALBUM SHOWCASE featuring Passage / Oct. 16 and 30 - Enchanted Kingdom 
Oct. 23 - Alabang Town Center (Corte De Las Palmas) | Nov. 3 - Glorietta Activity Center / Nov.13 - Hard Rock Cafe | 7 pm 


UN ESAE E: А Enchanted agi R Gil 
سلح چ‎ Adis ingdom. 27, — RECORDBARS Music & VIDEO 
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Follow-up album is an unequivocal success 


By Noelani Torre 


ONTRARY to their own 
: NOKIA moniker, there are more 
WWw.nokia.com.ph. 5 3 CONNECTING PEOPLE than a few grains of the 
5 E sweet stuff in Sugarfree's sopho- 
more album "Dramachine" (EMD. 
A follow-up to their highly success- 
ful debut, "Sa Wakas,” this 12-song 
disc explores the same emotional 
territory in the same expected gui- 
tar and melody-driven style—but 
there are enough differences be- 
tween the two to keep things inter- 
esting. 
In "Dramachine" we can still hear the 
melancholy-tinged romance that so charmed 
fans and critics alike in the first album, butthe 
sadness here has been tempered by humor 
and a philosophica! acceptance that is no less 
affecting. 

20035 Best New Artist and Album of the 
Year Winner at NU 1077s Rock Awards, Sugar- 
free has been enjoying a very busy year—and 
its bound to get busier now that their newest. 
release has been hailed as an unequivocal 
success. It's quite impressive, in fact, that they 
were able to record something as accom- 
plished as this album in a relatively short 
time, and hot on the heels of the first. 


Pressure 

The fact that "Sa Wakas" has done so well 
must have added to the pressure, After all, i's 
the second album that tells people whether a 
group has follow-through capabilities. With 
“Dramachine,” Ebe Dancel (vocals, guitars), 
Jal Taguibao (bass), and Mitch Singson 
(drums) have shown us that Sugarfee is much 
more than a one-trick pony. 

The album's first single, “Sinta,” has be- 
‘come a mainstay in practically every radio 
| station's playlist in the past few weeks, a tes- 

tament to the band's widespread appeal. The 
album is generally radio-friendly, and some of 
the other songs here are probably going to hit 
the airwaves sori as well. 

‘This knack for crafting highly listenable 
songs is one of the band's greatest strengths. 

It only the melodies that are catchy; in 
ir best songs, the lyrics also reverberate 
with an engaging honesty that draws listeners, 
in and elicits their empathy. 


Musical talent 

Of course, the other big factor in ensuring. 
listener enjoyment is the band's musical tal- 
ent. Dancel’s smooth vocals dominate, but 
Taguibao and Singson are no mere accompa- 
nists. They infuse their songs with a rock fla- 
vor that energizes the heavily introspective 
subject matter. 

The album's illustrious production 
team—former Eraserheads Buddy Zabala and 
Raimund Marasigan—also contributed to the 
‘more polished and technical-ized feel of "Dra- 
machine.” 

Our favorites in the tracklist would include 
“Hari ng Sablay” and the ttle track. The for- 
mer is а ruefully self-deprecating number 
with an infectious chorus, and the latter takes 
а wry look at life's tearful dramas—"Di nya 
lang napapansin../ Umaandar ang kanyang 
dramachine"—which is more or less what the 
album is about. 

The Sugarfree of "Dramachine" sound even 
better than that of “Sa Wakas.” If this trend 
continues, their third album wili really be 
something to look forward to. 


NOKIA] 


Stand out with those amazing Tricolor Lights . Gre 
of your new Nokia 3220! , 


Steal the scene with the flashing Tricolor ys of the new Nokia 3220, 
that blink in rhythm to your ringtone! 


* Customizable: User Interface Themes 
GSM Tri-band ео (EGSM) 
65,536-colors: high: resolution 

e Integrated :УбА: Camera with 


sas ВЫ 


specications are subject (o change without novice. As an assurance of quality, purchase on fom Authorized мока Dealers . Reach Out and Stand Out 
For Inquiries, call the Nokia Careline at (02) 886-1234, Жаш 


SUGARFREE. Explores the same emotional 
territory. 
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AY Special 


By Nestor U. Torre 


ESPITE a particularly hectic 
D work schedule last Sept. 24, 
we made it a point to be 
present at the blessing of Mowel- 
fund's new mini-theater, preview 
room and multi-purpose hall. We 
were glad we did because the occa- 
sion turned out to be the first pub- 
lic appearance of film icon Fernan- 
do Poe Jr. after his presidential bid. 
"The movie industry leaders present were 
honored when FPJ arrived. They were 
pleased to see that he appeared to have ful- 
Ty recovered from the contentious cam- 
paign and elections, and was back in tip-top 
form. 


New trend 

Before Ronnie arrived, his wife Susan 
Roces sat at our table, and she and Film De- 
velopment Council head Laurice Guillen 
talked about the new trend of digital film- 
making. 

Susan was interested in the equipment 
involved, and Laurice shared some 
specifics, When Ronnie joined us, Susan 
filled him in on what we were talking about, 
and he also expressed keen interest in the 
new technology. 

Before long, Mother Lily and other produc- 
ers joined our table, and the pros and cons of 
digital filmmaking were thoroughly dis- 
cussed. 

Beyond the movie shop talk, however, the 
event was made even more special by Ron- 
nie and Susan's appearance. Their film col- 
leagues were happy to see that filmdom’s 
first couple appeared to hold no grudge 
against movie people (including some of 
us) who didn’t fully support FPJ'S presiden- 
tial bid in last Mays extremely fractious 
ро. 


Strength of character 
Our admiration for Ronnie and Susan's 
strength of character increased significantly 


е эё 
POE WITH MOWELFUND HEAD BOOTS 
 ANSON-ROA. Renewed sense 
‘of involvement and leadership. 


because we knew how difficult it would be for 
anybody to not just recover from but also 
transcend the disappointments and perhaps 
the perceived betrayals of the presidential 
campaign. 


Time does heal all wounds, but we sensed RSS 


that Ronnie and Susan have gone beyond sim- 
ple psychological healing, toa renewed sense 
of involvement and leadership in the Filipino 
movie industry. 


Low point 
‘That comes right in the nick of time, be- 
cause the industry isin great need of help 
nits leaders at this exceedingly low point 
history Ronnie and Susan can do a lotto 
help galvanize the movie industry's efforts to 
pull itself out of the slump that local movies 
Bave been in for the past ive years. 
Principally, the Poes can work to unite our 
sometimes contentious movie leaders and 
Workers. Aside from vivifying the industry, 
Ronnie and Susan can also appeal to the 
кима 


It's not just a Credit Card 
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Your Challenge: 


How to best complement the change of season 
"with a change of look т your home. — 


Our Solution: 


A downpour of furnishing options at prices that will keep the 
sunshine in your home. 


Furnishing Solutions 
by Ethan Allen 


Enjoy a 20% discount* on all items off the floor 
from September 10 to October 10, 2004 


——M—— Ne 
e: 


Tel: 6248887 Fax: 6348738 + Open on Tuesday - Saturday 10AM -TPM Sunday 1PM - 6PM 
“full discounts applicable on cash purchases ony 


Amemberof citigroup™ 


Shell Citibank Gold MasterCard. 2 
Shell Citibank Classic MasterCard 


Free fuel. Free First Year Annual Fees.* 


Apply for a Shell Citibank MasterCard and get P500 worth of free fuel for 
Classic and P1,000 worth of free fuel for Gold from participating Shell stations. 
Promo Period extended until October 24, 2004, See flyers for details. 


„рту нса Permit но. 3728, series of 2004 


Plus, enjoy all the standard benefits of a Shell Citibank MasterCard: 

+ 2% rebate for fuel purchases at participating Shell stations and 0.5% rebate on 
all other purchases. No limits on the rebates you can earn! 

+ Free 24-hour towing and roadside assistance from Wheelers Club 


Get more mileage out of your Credit Card. Apply for a Shell Citibank MasterCard now. 
Call 423-3000 or visit www.citibank.com.ph for online applications. 


The Shell Citibank Gold MasterCard - fully loaded with value! 
+ FREE Personal Coffeemaker if your application gets approved by 
September 30, 2004. Per Ti NCR Permit Na. 3290, senes of 2004 


. Get an exclusive offer from Northwest Airlines. Visit www.nwa.com.ph 
CSS AD иие am September 1 to December 31, 2004. Per DIT МСЯ Permit No, 3298, series of 204 


. Special discounts and privileges on shopping and dining with Citibank World 
Privileges in over 16,000 merchants in 60 countries 
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‘Hopes and Fears’ walks ` 
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the emotional middle road 


By Noelani Torre 


WE are not the first to say this and, no 
doubt, we won't be the last, but the 
music of the new band, Keane, really 
does sound like Coldplay's. That's not 
necessarily a bad thing—after all, the 
latter has also been compared to Ra- 
diohead. But, in Keane's case, the 
comparison is not always favorable. 

Tes unfortunate that they're breaking 
‘out into the scene at this particular time, 
because recently there's been а verita- 
ble avalanche of Coldplay wannabes 
(Starsailor, anyone?). For many criti 
Keane is just one of many bands looking 
to profit from riding the currently lucra- 
tive sensitive rocker wave. 


Question 

Setting all this aside, however, the 
question would be: Is this much-hyped 
‘band any good? Well, theres no deny- 
ing that they sound good—soaring vo- 
cals, weeping ivories, and tuneful 
tunes—but, something always seems 
to be missing. And no, its nota guitar 
(the absence of which is, unpromising- 
y the band's most unique characteris- 
ЧО), but the one thing necessary for 
true success soul! 

Keane's debut album, "Hopes and 
Fears,” is a pretty thing that walks the 
emotional middle road, and is a high- 
ly pleasant listening experience. Be- 
neath all the admittedly tasty ear can- 
dy, however, is—nothing in particu- 
Jar. It may look and sound like a duck, 
but its no flesh and blood creature. 
‘And the heart it claims to wear on its 
sleeve doesn't seem to be beating. 

This may sound harsh, but we 
‘came to this conclusion after more 
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KEANE. There's no dem) 


than а few repeated listens to the 11- 
song disk. 

We were quite impressed when we 
firstlistened to "Hopes and Fears.” Af- 
ter all, what's not to like? Vocalist 
Tom ‘Chaplin sings like your 
quintessential angelic schoolboy, pi- 
anist Tim Rice-Oxley plays with jus 
the right degree of melancholy, and 
drummer Richard Hughes does а 
good enough grounding job. We 
arent saying that these guys arent 
talented. Far from it. 

Neither are we saying that you can 
only convey emotion through wailing 
and gnashing of teeth. Cool and sub- 
tle can do the job more effectively, but 
there's a big difference between the 
chilled out but compelling anguish of 
Radiohead's “Street Spirit (Fade 
Ош)" (“Cracked eggs, dead birds 
Scream as they fight for life") and 
Keane's well-intentioned but unsatis- 
fying “Everything Changes" (You're 
gone from here/ Soon you will disap- 
pear/ Fading into beautiful light’). 

Comparisons are unfortunately in- 
evitable, especially since Keane's 


they sound good. 


background bears some resemblance 
to its predecessors and contempo- 
raries (mainly white, middle-class, 
and British), And though the band 
takes great pains to point out that 
there's something unusual about 
them (the no-guitar thing), it doesn’t 
really make much of a difference. 


Flawless 

Still, the production is flawless, the 
sentiments are universal enough to 
appeal to anyone, and the songs are 
зо hook-infested (check out the hit 
single, “Somewhere Only We Know”) 
hat youll find yourself humming 
along even if you don't want to. This 
may be enough to satisfy most people 
(and judging by the sales and the au- 
dience reaction, it is), but were not 

I still be hot after 
the next big thing comes along. 

If we're been a little hard on them, 
its because we hate to see talent go to 
waste. So, les hope Keane finds 
where their heart is—before their 
newly-won fans discover that its 
been missing all along. 
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PASAHE? 


By Rito P. Asilo 


ONE of the jaring images 
youll see in Clodualdo del 
Mundo Jr's poignant docu- 
mentary, “Maid in Singapore,” 
witch is scheduled for exhibi- 
tion at the 9th Pusan Interna- 
tional Film Festival in Korea 
this week, is that of а poster 
containing mug shots of smil- 
ing Pinays raring to find em- 
ploymentin the Lion City. 

Tn that prosperous city-state 
alone, as Del Mundo notes in 
the beginning of the film, there are 70,000 
Filipino women who work as domestic 
helpers (DH). 

For the bulk of its running time, "Maid in 
Singapore" examines the paths той by three 
‘women, Myla Mejia, Victoria Abril and Nativi- 
dad "Bing" Diaz, who are forced by dire ci 
cumstances to leave their poverty-stricken 
families in the Philippines to work as maids in 
‘amore progressive, foreign land. 


Beauty contest 

The father of 25-year-old Myla passed 
away when she was nine years old. She start- 
ей working at an early age го help support 
seven siblings. Her stint as a maid in Singa- 
pore opened up opportunities that her home- 
land couldn't give her. She joined—and 
‘won—a beauty contest, and soon found love. 

Victoria, 29, left the Philippines nine years 
ago as a tourist. When she arrived in Singa- 
роге, she applied asa DH and ended up work- 
ing for a Chinese couple. But, her male em- 
ployer couldn't keep his hands to himself. She 
was transferred to another employer to tend 
to a terminally ill cancer patient who, in mo- 
ments of extreme pain, would berate her. 

‘Abril recalled: "I couldn't stand the insults. 
Growing up poor is not a matter of choice, 1 
was born into it. 1 didn't want to leave my 
family to serve strangers.” 

During one lucid moment, the sick woman 
apologized and expressed her frustration at 
not being able to sce her children grow up. 
When the woman died, Vicky was sent to a 
British family, who treated her well. Afer five 
years, her kind employers returned to Eng- 


Cooked to 


FOOD trends have changed drastically over 

the years, as people have gotten busier and 

now have less time to cook good and healthy 
ls for themselves. 

A few years back, my mom Nora told me to 
look into making cooked and frozen foods. She 
fek it was the trend of the future. She was right. 
in San Francisco, 1 noticed they had everything, 
sandwiches, pizza pockets and chicken cor- 
‘don bleu, frozen and simply popped into the mi- 
crowave. 

Today, in the Philippines, groceries are 
loaded with frozen and ready-to-eat dishes. 
You can even get canned шат like sisig, adobo 
and laing. 


New venture 

My brother Bong has joined the bandwag- 
on and come up with something of his own. 
Backgrounder: when BD or Bong likes some- 
thing, he can eat the same dish continuously 
for months. Once, he tripped on the boneless 
bangus of Bangus Restaurant and had it with 
adobong kangkong and rice. Thats where the 
idea for his new venture came from. 

From this, Daza Delights was born. This isa 
steamed boneless bangus cooked to perfec- 
tion, topped with a variety of sauces, frozen, 
then sent off to various groceries all over the 
country and soon abroad. 

"The very first bangus sauce was a creation of 


Anson-Roa. 


‘moviegoing public to resumepatronizing Fil- 
ipino films. 

Alotof work needs to be done in both these. 
areas, so the Poes’ renewed involvement as 
industry leaders is most welcome, Some re- 
formist initiatives have already been рш in 


DELMUNDO. Timely 
reminder. 


‘Maid in Singapore’ 
is touching and compelling 


land for good, but left her a 
parting gift—$$5,0001 


Adulterous husband 

Bing, 47, on the other 
hand, had to leave Zamboan- 
ga after her adulterous hus- 
band deserted her and their 
four kids. With only P80 in 
her pocket, she сате to 
Manila to work as a maid on 
a P150 salary for nine years. 

Her daily routine as an all 
around maid in Singapore is 
tedious. With a bitter smile, 
she wistfully said: "Ive been working non- 
stop for almost 20 years, but I have not saved 
a cent. I feel so helpless. I don't know what the 
future has in store for me because the Philip- 
pines has not gotten better.” 

Myla, Vicky and Bing are just three of the 
hundreds of thousands of Filipinos who leave. 
the Philippines to work in foreign lands, be- 
cause their country couldn't provide better 
lives for them and their families 

The film's narrative is aided by Balag: 
tasan-type poetry that moves, touches, and 
occasionally pokes fun at the social ills of 
ош “beleaguered country—although, we 
have to admit that our attention wavered 
when those scenes became gratingly repeti 
tive, 


Unforgettable films 

Del Mundo, who wrote the screenplays of 
unforgettable films like “Kisapmata,” 
"Maynila..Sa Mga Kuko ng Liwanag 
“Bayaning Third World" and “Batch '81," 
spins his relevant yarn with objective de. 
tachment, and keeps things untinged by 
sentiment despite the subject matter being 
fodder for melodrama, thus making the 
viewing experience more involving. He lets 
his subjects and their tales do the talking 

"n less efficient, more manipulative hands, 
these women's lives would have easily turned 
into mushy, against-the-odds survival stores 
rather than the searing and touching social 
commentaries that they are. Del Mundo's doc 
mentary is a timely albeit scathing reminder. 
то а government that needs to get its act to 
gether for the sake ofits people. 


perfection 
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my mom Nora—Bangus with Ala Viscaima 
sauce, made with olive ой, garlic, tomato sauce. 
fresh red bell peppers, olives and spices. 

My contribution is the Curry sauce, Nina's 
the Teriyaki sauce. Other sauces are Salsı 
Verde and En Tocho, both regular and spicy. 


Really good meal 

At home, when 1 have hunger pangs, it isso 
easy to prepare. А few minutes on the micro 
and, with some rice or bread, you're on your 
Way to a really good snack or meal! 

Want to try something new, convenient, 
healthy and really good? Check out Bong 
Daza Delights Boneless Bangus 

Happy eating! 

(Can be found at Rustan's Supermarket 
Shopwise Outlets, Cash and Carry, Unimatt 
Landmark, Makati Supermarket, One Stop 
Mini Mart in BF Sucat, etc.) 

Any new tips? Email me at 
daza@shaw.ca 


sandy 


FPJ (far right) and Susan (second from left) with Ng Meng Tam, Lily Monteverde and Boots. 


FPJ is back in harness seau 


place by the Film Development Council and 
the Film Academy of the Philippines, but Ron- 
mie and Susan's help would still be a very 
valuable contribution to the local film indus- 
trys current efforts to reform and redeem it- 
self. Welcome back! 
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Radio assaults listeners’ 2, E gare ae 
ears and sensibilities озо ето. Gye 


a Proudly Presents 


By Amadis Ma. Guerrero. Kung minsan nakakain ito,” “Hot na hot ka па 
ba?" And so forth. 
“ARE we happy with what we listen to over 
the radio? s Broadcaster 
This was the kickoff question Ed Cabagnot, — "Ang lyrics, ‘pag walang sinasabi, insulto 
head ofthe Cultural Center ofthe Philippines para sa akin,” fumed a member of the audi 
Film Division, tossed to the audience, pre- ence, who tured out to bea broadcaster from 
dominantly students, during the recent ССР Cavite. "The media has a moral responsibility- 
“Sining Taktakan" forum on radio. They should respect the real owners (isten- 
‘The panelists of the Forum on the airwaves ers) ofthe airwaves.” 
were Emylou Gaite a.k.a, Nicole Hyala of Love байе said that when she first joined Love 
Radio (which is known for its naughty songs Radio, “I was shocked at the green jokes. I felt 
and commentaries) singer Grace Nono, Eric bad. But, | was told that there was nothing 
Maliwat, station manager of d2AS-AM: and wrong with words like libog, kili-kili, puwit. 


Lourd de Veyra of Radioactive Sago Project. А member of the audience said that he was С BEFORE ANO AFTER 
ы listening to Love Radio one day with his fami DISTANT SHORES 

Questions He was enjoying the program, until the broad TMIN LOVE AGAIN 

Discussion centered on ‘radio programs, caster laughingly burst ош, “Happy birthday, SAUTISNT TIO con 
their content, music, lyrics, comments and Pareng... huwag ka nang magpakan-t dyan!" К ILOVEYOU 
jokes, Then, there are the novelty songs ча ce, dent ТИЕ wia YOU Look тононт 
hindi magandang pakinggan,” as Irene Obli- Student 
gacion Rada of the CCP раце A student asked, “Have you thought about the WHEN YOURE ook 

“Lets be realistic,” Maliwat said. "They're hits effect ofthis on kids?" To which Gaite replied, j С EARLY MORNNO RAIN 


because maganda ang tono, you can dance to “That offensive statement has been downgraded 
them. Flipinos can relate to them, kahit hindî already Makinig kayo sa broadcast.” 

gc kalalim ang tics.” A few days later, however, while having 
Пе sexual innuendo dubleenendre lunch at а Cubao reaurat, | beard hal TAVE DREAMED 
ofhitsongs also came under scrutiny. Wehear statement again over the radio. Where is the A ОО YOU 

phrases like "Jumbo hot dog, kaya mo ba ito? KBP radio watchdog group in all this? 1 pA E 


Transforming ... . „ше 


So, even though Cannom used corrective. 
‘make-up to soften the actors features, a more 
subtle approach was needed for the rest of the 
face. ч 1 { sareei Gere 3a Coy 


E S October 15, 2004 
Iy paine ro cover up the men's dark skin. Most | ^ i Friday at 8:00pm 
of such applications look unnatural or painted si 
ie ER s А 4j EAT ALL YOU CAN 
"Cannom explains: "When you apply a light OPEN BAR 
color to dark skin, it usually turns gray. To === > 
Compensare for that, we had to create some- WAYANS MAKEOVER. Bigger challenge 7 CALL 893-4661 TO 64 
thing new, а mixture that we sprayed on the to cover up dark skin. 
skin to fight the gray. time. Cannom recalls, “It freaked me out be- 
x cause there was nothing of Marlon there. It un- 
First coat nerved me, Ive never had that reaction be- 


“After applying а first coat of my product to fore—so, [know it had to be prety good. 
seal the skin, we put the new mixture over Then, the Wayan brothers met the film's fi- 
that, and were able со get a really light tone. nancial backers, who were similarly bowled 

“Оп top of that, we spattered some fine over. They marveled at how completely the 
freckles and tiny reddish spots to break it ира two actors had transformed themselves into 
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bit, and achieve a realistic-looking skin one.” white girls—with a lot of help from the pro- cay DT пера 
ее | ABSCBN GRAPH Md 
standing a foot away from Marlon, who wore moviegoers will be similarly amazed and be- i. L = a = = 


his contact lenses, make-up and wig for thefirst mused once 


nite Chicks" opens in town! 
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Reality Videoke with Ms. Pops Fernandez 
and John “Sweet” Lapuz 


MAMAYANG 9 PM NA! 


— 


Iba taye 


-— 


isse PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ^ е 


АА.) “SATURDAYSpecial п. чето 
Transforming black actors into ‘White Chicks’ 


ByNestor U. Torre Wayans were playing WAS  featcould be pulled off. had to go through to completely 
young women in their new film, Ме asked around, and got the transform themselves, from black 

WHEN we wrote some weeks аво "White Chicks,” some readers lowdown on the gruelling make- males to white females: 

that comics Marlon and Shawn wondered how the “impossible” up and prosthetic process they Producer Lee R. Mayers started 


MARLON AND SHAWN WAYANS. Before and after the gruelling 
‘make-up and prosthetic process. 


the whole process by surveying young, attractive blondes. How to 
past cross-dressing films and con- pull that "impossible" feat off? 
шей that what “White Chicks” ^ Mayers firmed up his moves 
жаз bent оп accomplishing had chances by hiring special effects 
never been done before. make-up artists Greg Cannon 
(who won an Oscar for "Mrs. 
No gender change. Doubtfire”) and Keith Vander- 
Oh, some decades ago, there laan. 
was a move about a waite man Together, they came up with a 
who passed for black, in order to new design approach, creating 
understand how black people and testing different types of 
thought and felt. But the ans. prosthetic devices before sting 
formation" wasn't very convinc- on those used in the film. 
imp and there war bo gender =, 
change involved I7 First challenge 
3 Р When teame to men pretend- Cannon's first challenge was to 
Р 7 ing to be women, there were soften the Wayans sharp, mascu- 
1S MOBILE VIDEO > = more examples, like Tony Curtis line features without creating flat, 
= ıd Jack Lemmon in “Some Like lifeless faces. Once that problem. 
iz Robin Williams in “Mrs. had been surmounted, he was con- 
Doubtfire,” and Dustin Hoffman fronted with another dilemma: 
puse in “Tootsie.” But, the male stars АШ the — beauty-enhancing 
4th Lovel Shangri-la Plaza Mall, Tel. Nos. 6 a X Greeribelt 3 (new 1. СА. (Between Rustans and National Bookstore }. ended up looking like middle- make-up tricks women tradition- 
+ Westgate Auto Row, Filinvest, Alabang. Tel. 5 Ayala Center, Makati aged matrons. ally use have the opposite effect. 
+ Glorietta 3 Appliance Fair ( Oa. The special challenge in when applied to men—they end 
Ah OTH ug с hire Chicks” was that the up looking like drag queens! 
Wayans brothers had to pass for “RANSFORMINGIAGS 


FREE ADMISSION tomorrow at 12 noon! 
LIVE at the ALIW THEATER, ССР Complex 
and at the QUIRINO GRANDSTAND! 


a ^ Jam and celebrate with 
the biggest stars and the best recording artists 


" A "m ever assembled in a must-see musical extravaganza! 
m ER 9, cM: ч 


А thanksgiving celebration dedicated to all of YOU * 
4 for making GMA the most awarded 
Land the NUMBER ONE broadcasting network in the tand. $ 
` Be there early and ier же colorful te ing event with che cast of Mulawin and SOP Gigsters 
9 АМ AT THE QUIRINO GRANDSTAND. : 


Plus fun, games and surprises galore! 
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Palace vows passage of tax measures 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. and Michelle V. Remo sures and allow National Power ment," Recto said in an interview 
м Corp. to impose a more market- with reporters. 

MALACANANG yesterday assured foreign investors that based power rates. The govern То address the national gov- 

CURRENCIES President Macapagal-Arroyo was aggressively pushing for ment does not want a credit ernments gaping budget deficit, 

the passage of at least two tax revenue measures before downgrade because it would only which stood at P199.9 billion last 


PESO-DOLLAR RATE гения. make debt servicing more bur- year, and йз ballooning debt, 


mos “densome. Which has already reached P3.3‏ وه ت 
E aa a RS "The Department of Finance al- trillion as of the first half, the Ar‏ 
ment in response о amanan tax agenda, Buni to So downplayed threats ofa possi- тозо administration's economic‏ 
Pedir watcher Standard аа ae er er end is hoping о ble credierating downgrade, say- team has lined up eight major‏ 
Poors comment EDE не Аг а. о от Не ЫШ ing the proposed revenueen- measures that are expected to‏ 
Train era але cad the neal atten ot hancement measures of the Ar generate about P80 billon in ad-‏ 
meant го address the fiscal crisis government employees фас "OYO administration were keep, ditional revenue a year.‏ 
meant address the Васа cs Ае {hat ing it in the right direction of These are the increase in the‏ 
A woul improve revenues and CX ering full-blown fiscal criss. excise tax on petroleum, the in-‏ کی XIII pra‏ 
ged молота. ец. ^ EP the cameramen “Finance Undersecretary Br dexaton to inflation of the excise‏ 
затна OCTOBER peraunceHorgKeng OR gency of these matters and а noted a “renewed sense of urgen- БСО НЙ the governments eco. tax on cigarettes and alcohol, ra-‏ 
mts OBO, gency of these matters апа а nored a renewed sense WET. omicteamwaswellawareofthe  tionalzation of fiscal incentives,‏ 
STOCK MARKET wr amd рана, wi,” said believed thatthe Presidents new BERG) of was making Some grating ofa tx amnesty impe‏ 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye. mandate has not yet translated Рос on eff sce ment -‏ 
Shares close 0.34% lower peu LEE e шы шып рет‏ 
pm] SHARE prices eee н mens Gores: "They (S&P) did not say any- ment agencies, increase in the‏ 
кая 3 а of a possible ‘hing that should surprise us be. value-added tax rare, imposiion‏ 
tower yesterday on Fr nn БЁР amed of а PoE caus the problems they pointed of franchise ах on telecommuni-‏ 
Profi king after Ра, Багна плашат МП тюе р aun ithe неста ОШ are also the ones already е. cation companies, and the shift‏ 
oll prices hit new highs overnight managers are working with implement its tax reform mea- №8 Addressed by the govem- from netto gross income tax‏ 
and the peso slipped near to‏ 
Tecord tows, dealers sald.‏ 


aaae my, Corruption raps filed vs 2 ex-BIR employees 


warning of a sovereign ratings 


downgrade tor the Philippines unless it swiftly passes required fiscal re- Ву Michelle V. Remo Aside from the couple, RIPS also sume that the assets were illegal- match the income of the Simpao 
forms also weighed on sentiment. a с 4 
“The Philippine Stock Exchange composite index fell 6.21 points to ВЫ ахаа Чаа yenna que oe пај Speen 
арн Y BAL THE REVENUE Integrity Protec- accountant, Ricardo Ocampo Suba. Bonoan said that record ob- BIR in 1972, and was earning only 
Ur Usha ча чна еа tm rer EN tion Service (RIPS) kas filed cor- “The total assets owned by the tained by RIPS showed that the P3000 a year The wife, on the oth- 
Tre broader al ahares nen as ВО б тше 12828. а. ruption charges against rwo for. couple are disproportionate to Simpao couple had acquired 115 er hand, stared as а revenue 
hope” s mer employees of the Bureau of their known or declared sources hectaresofland in Pampanga worth seizure agent of the BIR in 1967 
алдай, = 1.68 bilion shares worth P1.09 bilion after 1.59 bition Мега! Revenue after discover of income,” Finance Undersecre- P10 milion, and vehicles and hous- with an annual salary of P3,108. 
shares worth P2.11 billon on Thursday. ing that they possessed unde- tary and RIP head Emmanuel . es in Union Village and Tierra Bela _ The Simpao couple and their ac- 
Meses oranda speculative second- and third-iners and cared and unexplained wealth. Bonoan said in a statement. He Homes in Quezon Ciy witha com- countant were the lares charged 
took profit on selected blue chips," sald Lawrence de Leon of Accord RIPS, a unit of the Department added thatthe wealth wasnotde- bined value ofatleastP1S million. мі corruption by RIPS, which 
Capital Equities. of Finance tasked rogo after cor. cared in the couples statements According о the «atement of have already fled several comp 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone rose P15 to P1,485 ив affiliate  ruptemployees or officials of rev- of assets and liabilities (SAL), RIPS, the three children of the tion cases against a number of BIR 
Pilipino Telephone Corp. fel five centavos to P2.70 and rival Globe Tele-enue-generating government which are required of govern- Simpao couple also acquired real and BOC employees alleged of 
com lost P20 to P1,115. ‘agencies, charged before the Of mentemployees and officials. properties registered in their having committed corruption. 
Top-traded Digital Telecommunications Philippines rose 4centavos се of the Ombudsman Jose Ce- Вопоап also said the SALs of names even when they were not RIPS was established in De- 
atP 1.62. sar Ocampo Simpao and his wife the Simpao couple did not men- yet of legal age. RIPS failed to  cember 2003 through the is- 
Bank of the Philippine Islands fell a peso to P48 while shopping mall Elena Gesmundo Simpao. The tion that they borrowed money give the value of the properties of suance of EO 259, as the govern- 
‘operator SM Prime Holdings was down 10 centavos to P6.70. Ayala male Simpao was a former chief from any financial institution to the Simpao children, but said it ment saw the need to give more 
Corp. was down 20 centavos at P6.40. AFP revenue offices, while the latter justify the acquisition of proper- was substantial. teeth to its effort to curb corrup- 
was a former revenue Ties. It was therefore fair to аз RIPS said the wealth did not tion in government, 


What makes a CEO? 
The ability to make the right decision. 


The BMW 5 Series with BMW Service Inclusive: 5-year service coverage for P30,000. 


Being the top executive at a fast-paced corporation requires the ability to make the right decisions. And no decision can be more astute 
than purchasing the BMW 5 Series with BMW Service Inclusive". 


* 5 years ог 60,000km service coverage * change of engine ой (not including top-ups) * servicelreplacement of air filters, microfilters, brake fluid 
* brake pad replacement, front and rear + brake disc replacement, front and rear = windscreen wiper blades as part of inspection service 
* vehicle check and standard services. 


This offer is valid from October 1 to November 30, 2004 only. Visit your authorized BMW dealer today. 
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Raid 


‘THREE officials of this cute administration 
of Gloriaetta recently failed to get into—of 
all places—an unfinished, unoccupied 
building. 

The event suddenly became big news. 
Ie was even worthy of media statements 
from the Palace, written in a tone usually 
reserved for matters of national security 
or presidential diet, whichever is more 
serious. 

‘The building is the controversial Naia 
‘Terminal 3. 

This is the object of several cases be- 
tween the Philippine government and the 
contractors, namely, the local group Piat- 
co and the German state-owned firm Fra- 
port. 

‘The terminal has yet to be finished. 

Front page reports in national dailies 
revealed that the guards at the terminal 
‘would not let the three big shots in, even 
if they looked like tourists. 

That's the bignews! 

BUT before their surprise visit, where 
they were instead surprised, another 
event actually took place thousands of 
kilometers way—in Germany. 

Officers of the Bundeskriminalamt (ВКА), 
the criminal investigation agency in that 
‘country, paid surprise visits to the offices of 
several companies in three cities. 

According to reports in the German 
publication Der Spiegel, those German 
companies served as “consultants” to the 
Naia Terminal 3 project. 

We all know that the German govern- 
ment would not just lay to rest the Naia 3 
issue. It is investigating Fraport for al- 
leged corruption in its airport terminal 
project in the Philippines. This was the 
reason behind those raids. 

‘And the prosecutor in the case in Ger- 
many wanted to secure proof of whether 
Fraport made, er, “payments” to former 
Philippine government officials. 

Can you guess who they were? 


ANYWAY, what the German BKA did were 
really just ordinary “police raids” of the 
offices of those consultants. You know 
what? They succeeded! They got in. 

Here, top officials of this cute adminis- 
tration could not even get into the termi- 
nal for an “ocular” inspection. Yet their 
failure became a high profile media 
event. 

I really don't know what they hoped to 
accomplish with a mere ocular inspec- 
Чоп, Lalso don't know what they actually 


НЕЕ, 
БА, 


know about the technical aspects of the 
project. 

‘Speculation thus erupted, after an ab- 
solute government “failure” became big 
news, this cute administration may be up 
to something. 

Well, a well-known business figure is 

said to be brokering а multimillion-peso 
settlement of the Naia Terminal 3 cases. 
In the process, of course, he makes big 
bucks. 
TO OPERATE the terminal, however, this 
cute administration has to invest about 
$100 million more, on top of what it will 
have to pay the contractors Piatco and 
Fraport. 

Such a figure came up in the report of 
the Japanese consulting firm Pacific Con 
sultants, which this cute administration 
hired to evaluate the unfinished termi- 
nal. 

The Japanese consultants, according to 
my sources in this cute administration, 
found a total of 42 defects in the building. 
Both big and small! 

А good example may be the back-up gener- 
ator. The original plate is missing. The plate 
should show the generator's capacity, as guar- 
anteed by the manufacturer. 

Interestingly, as against the rated ca- 
pacity, the “new” plate showed a much 
higher capacity. But then again, could it 
have been only an honest mistake by the 
contractors? 


ANOTHER honest mistake was probably 
made in the terminal's jetways, the tubes 
connected to the aircraft to load and un- 
load passengers. 

The Japanese consultants, based on my 
info, found that the contractors put, well, 
“used” tires on the jetways. You 
know—recap! 

Moreover, if this cute administration 
takes over the terminal, it will have to 
deal with the boutique concessionaires.. 

‘These poor concessionaires already 
paid for their reservation, while the ter- 
minal was still under construction. 

Nobody knows exactly how much those 
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people shelled out, but the total can easi- 
Ty run to the millions of pesos. 

‘To top it all, they were mostly “friends” 

of the family that claimed majority own- 
ership of Piatco. 1 just don't know if they 
arestill friends. 
AND that, ladies and gentlemen, is the 
problem. itis all about money. As much as 
this cute administration wants to open 
the terminal, it must also consider the 
cost. 

After all, all of us taxpayers will pay for 
allofitt 

Look, in the case against the Philippine 
government before the international set- 
tement body in the United States, the 
German firm Fraport is asking for $650 
million. 

That amount, to this cute administra 
tion, is way above the original contract of 
$300 million, when it was first approved 
by the administration of Kuya Eddie. 

How Fraport managed to almost dou- 
ble the amount in the original contract, 
nobody figured out yet. 


IN HEARINGS held by the previous Sen- 
ate on the project, nevertheless, a lawyer 
of Piatco admitted that he could not de- 
fend certain “payments” claimed by Piat- 
co. 

Among them were the "payments" to а 
certain Liongson, which were booked as 
fees to the man as... well, "media consul- 
tant" 

They only totaled about $2 million. 

Documents submitted to the Senate al- 
so showed that, at one time, the “media 
consultant” asked for payment from Piat- 
co fora certain government “approval.” 

How that relates to the work of a media 

consultant, none of the senators at that 
time could explain. 
REPORTEDLY, a document of the money 
trail which Piatco paid to Liongson for be- 
ing a media consultant, was submitted to 
the senators. 

It showed that Piatco actually deposit- 
ed a not-too-small amount in a bank in 
Hong Kong, the one known here as HSBC. 

The money was deposited to an ac- 
count under the name of a certain JSR” 
о, that's not Jose S. Pidal. The similar- 
ity in initials was purely coincidence. In- 
teresting, sure, bur still just a coinci 
dence! 

The account happened to belong to a 
company called Jet Stream Pacific. 


Great Prints. Great Deals. 


0/ . ; А 5 ; 
Up to 50 % discount on selected HP Laserjet and Business Inkjet printers 
Just trade in any old or used printer. 
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Plus 12 months 0% interest on selected Compaq Presario Notebooks 
and HP Pavilion PCs. : 


Visit the HP booth at the COMDDAP Expo Manila 2004 о} NBC Tent, 
Fort Bonifacio Global City, Taguig on October 7, 8 and 9,2004. 
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DISCLOSURES 


A.SORIANO Corp.'s 
over 15 milion 
Shares were bought 
by its wholly owned 
subsidiary Anscor 
Consolidated Corp. A 
PEG os ar SOUTH PEAK 
PRIME "Gaming orn х CoU 
Philippines Inc. wil NN Senredro, Laguna 
2 hold iis annual 
URRENGIES) stockholders’ meet- 
ARENIS ing on Oct. 28, 11 
Qetoterê, 2004 Ewo Dollar Pem ат. at the Acacia 
County un Equivalent Equivalent Eandem Function Room of 
UntedStaes polar оз 10000 58290 Manila Mandarin 
dpa Lj 000789 сюн 05088 “Oriental Ное, 
йез Kingdom Pound 1490000 178200 1004004 Makati City. Oniy 
Hong kona Dotar 01090 010800 72258 stockholders of 
Serger Franc 08009 019108 44500 record as of Sept. 28 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINE Stock 
Exchange Баз ар- 
proved International 
Exchange Banks debut 
trading on Dec. 3 after 
an initial public offer- 
ing lated next month. 
In an offering cireu- 
lar yesterday, the PSE 
said Bank's РО will 
start on Nov. 10 and 
end on Nov. 23. Itis of- 
fering 442835 mil- 
lion primary common 
shares or 15 to 25 рег 
cent of #5 postIPO 
capital at a price range 
of P16 t0 P19 each. 
The offering will al- 
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Bactidol at Convergys’ Health and Fitness Week 


IN INDUSTRIES where communication 
plays a vital role, voice care should not 
just be par. ofthe job rather an essential 
part of one's daily life. This is especially 
true for those who work in call centers 
who rely heavily on their voices to propel 
them and their company to success. 

Ever in pursuit of actively advocating 


its Empowering Voices campaign, Hexe- 
tidine Bactidol, the only oral antiseptic 
recognized by ENT experts recently 
joined one of the leading сай centers in 
the country, Convergys, in its Health and 
Fitness Week where seminars and lec. 
tures on fitness, role of antioxidants; 
stress management, voice management 


and oral healthcare were conducted. 

In support of Convergys’ weeklong 
health and fitness campaign, Hexetidine 
Bactidol samples were given away to 
help the call center agents take care of 
their prized tools in communication, 
their voices. 

‘Since call center agents use their voi 


ез to effectively do their jobs, keeping it 
in optimum condition is a must. But 
aside from natural home care measures 
that they practice, using an oral antisep- 
tic helps maximize the potential for suc- 
cess oftheir voices. Not only does Hexeti- 
dine Bactidol help cure sore throat, it al- 
sokeeps the throat healthy and sooth the. 


tired vocal muscles. 

Its recent visit at Convergys in the 
Philippines is but the first in the series of 
call center tours that Hexetidine Bactidol 
will be having. Thus it can be assured 
that there will be more healthy, empow- 
ered voices in the country's booming call 
center industry. 


lay Republic of tho Philippines 

( Î | Department of Labor and Employment 

J} NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS COMMISSION 
Quezon City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO RE-BID. 


тка National Labor Relations Commission (NLRC) ls ining al interested 
олу registred вла persons, natural or juridical, wih core competence nthe 
iler of negated and огеле оттай system and solutions. to apply for 
Sig and subit Bid proposal for the NLRC Cosa Management Sytem А ЯС- 

CMS pisc. 
"The projet for he design, development and instalation of computer-based 
solution and network systems (rci to supply с hardware, pefgherals and 
) sl would store, process 


^ 
"ile о auinorized usars aine. 

"The approved budget for the contract in he amount of TH Nine Milion One 
Hundred Two Thousand (P30.102,000 00) pesos, eschrdng the cost of intret. 
‘Soci и sourced tom tne E- Govommant Fund (Sec €8, General Provisions, 
КА S206] The winning Bsr s expected lo complet tho project in eight (5) 
mori rom nates t proceed. 

"Al interese partes re invited о submit thair Letter of nent (LON to. and 
procu те iat of рыу and short iting requirements tom, бе Bids and Awards 
nies (BAC) - Secreiariat, Bidding documents, Including the terms ol refer 
ico ial to mode avaiable oriy o ekle bidders For any ошту. contact Emidio 
E Sans. BAC Secreiarat Head, lal no. 7817871: ax No. 7407733; eal ad- 
Ке а урп or (йотам com. 

"Al tidders shal be subjected o ойрону and short procedure approved 
bythe BAC. 

"Ina determination ofthe wining bidder shai be based onthe Highest Ralad 
ва upon aveunten of he ethnical proposal using he "quay sed evaluation 
есйп orscadur and he Highest Raled Responsive BI т accordance wit he 
provision of RA. 0184 (Government Procurement Reform Ас) and ts knplement- 
fra tes. 

"Schedule of bidding actives are as lows: 
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+ роп payment at the NLRC Cashier, O Fr PPSTA Bulking 4, cor. P Florensia 
ОС in eash or cashier checks, payable о e NERC, ol a non-elund- 
tia amuni of Five Thousand Pesos Only (Php 500000) 

NLRC reserves, fr jstfabe reasons: he right rect any or al Bits de- 
азе (lure of bidding. reote 19 award ina contract, cr accat те ofr most 
отърва lo ге government taza assumes no obligalion whaisoever 1o cort- 
poresteindennily bers or expenses ncured nthe prepacason of bits Pro- 
ресе Didara ме required to солот and observe та provisions of Republ 
Жа 9164 and ts implemening res 
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Republic of we Priores 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
East Avenue, Diliman, Quezon CRY 
Tel Nos. (632) 20.0401 (832) 20-448 
mal sesami to com ез se peer qn _ 
NOTICE 

Please gelin touch wih he Members Assistance Center, Soca Securty Systm 
(sss), East Avenue, Dinan, Quezon Cty orat any SSS ойе nearest you | 
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LG Electronics introduces new image 
enhancement chip ‘XD Engine’ 


DIGITAL leader LG Electronics reinvents home 
‘entertainment with the introduction of its rev- 
olutionary XD Engine technology. The XD En- 
gine is the future's revolution in picture quality, 
а unique LG Electronics picture enhancement 
technology to create digital reality. With the XD 
Engine pictures has a more advanced image 
processing Base Coordinator to deliver 
brighter images, displaying pictures that are 
more accurate, brighter and no less than per- 
fect. 

‘The XD Engine also enhances the Real Cine- 
ma feature of the Plasma TV to avoid distor- 
tion, while Pixel Works transforms an analog 
image with low resolution into a high resolu- 
tion HD image. 

“The Super Detailer that the XD Engine sup- 
ports will detect and realize the most proper 
shade ratio by analyzing the image brightness 
continuously. The optimized shade ratio en- 
ables the distinction between the boundaries of 
images and maximizes the brighmess, and 
therefore provides a higher detailed and more 
precise image. 

With the XD Engine, the Noise Buster filters 
ош the "noise" of an image with a digital comb 
fiter, while emphasizing only the image sig- 


‘And of course, True Color technology is fur- 
ther enhanced with the XD Engine to express 
lifelike and natural colors more vividly, pro- 
ducing images so real, you might feel like 
you're being dragged into the screen. 

Experience the XD Engine technology with 
LG's Plasma TV, DLP Projection TV's, LCD TV 
and the high-end Flatron models 

1G Wireless Home Cinema System 

A picture may be worth a thousand words, 
but LG ups the ante by creating an audio sys- 
tem that could match visual perfection. The LG 
DVD Home Cinema System is a unique multi- 
functional home entertainment system in one 
slim and easy package, with five speakers and a 
subwoofer to provide an unparalleled 5.1 
channel surround sound. . 

Stylish and sleek, the LG Wireless Home Ci 
ema's speakers deliver crisp and interference 
free sound even whet placed 10 meters apart. 
Using a 2.4 GHZ digital wireless transmitter 
with 1,6000 times/sec frequently hopping, the 
system eliminates messy and dangling wires in 
home theaters set ups to fit any location, allow- 
ing users to create the ultimate cinema experi- 
ence right at their very living rooms. 

The Wireless Home Cinema System has 


equipped with progressive scan and digital 
tuning. Е 

"These wireless breakthroughs from LG Elec- 
tronics are available in two models: the LH- 
WS100A and DA-W6100A. 

LG Electronics Philippines was established 
їп 1988 as the digital leader in Home Appli- 
ances and Display Devices by introducing 
breakthrough and cutting edge products in the 
Electronics, Information and Communications. 
products arena with annual sales of P 2.5 Bil- 
Гоп and employing more than 200 highly mo- 
tivated and skilled individuals 

As a major player in the Electronics, Infor- 
mation and Communications produets arena, 
The LG Digital Display and Multimedia pro- 
vides core technologies for highly advanced 
digital products and is a world leader in Digital 
Display products including plasma TVs, LCD. 
Туз and monitors, and digital high-definition 
‘Televisions (HDTV) and its Digital Appliances. 
is a global leader and leading innovator in 
‘Washing Machines, Refrigerators, Microwave 
Ovens and Airconditioners. 

LG Electronics Goal is to enable the int 
gent networking of digital products that will 
make consumers’ lives easier than ever. For 


nals, It removes the image noise completely by 
analyzing the data from both time and space 
changes, preventing the overlapping of screens 
or blurred sereens. 


picture, 
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Memo tie-up with HSBC ^ ^ 
Cli 


BUILD your work to weekend wardrobe tis fal sea- 

‘son with Memo's incredible treat exclusively with HSBC 
credit card. Enjoy P250 off on regular tem when you pre- 
sent the Memo discount voucher to any participating Memo 
boutiques located at Glorietta 3, SM North Edsa. The Shop Green- 

ils, SM Pampanga, SM Megamall Festival Май, SM Southmall and SM Cebu. 
‘Ofer vaid through Oct. 30. Get updated trends in casual work wear аз Memo un- 
elis a whole пен range of looks this autumn season. This fall collection focuses 
оп vintage inspired prints, cable knits and the latest cropped pants. lis casual ati- 
tude spels success and confidence for the contemporary men and women. 


Lourdes School QC hosts OktuBEERit! 

THE LOURDES School of Quezon СУ (L50C) Batch "B2. in cooperation wth the 
LSOC Aum Association, мес al aura, students, and ends of Lourdes 
‘School OC tots own Oktoberfest celebration dubbed ORuBEERI on Oct. 23, 
Saturday, 7 p. t the LSOC High School Grounds along Apo Steet. Sta. Mesa 
‘Heights, Quezon City. Now on its second year, OKtuBEERit! promises a night of 
Jamming and partying. On stage are bands featuring past and present Lourde- 
Sian. Admission fee в oniy PS0. For more information please contact Abby ol the 
LSQCAA ofice at 781-6475 or 0919-5094628 огечтай sqcaa@edsamalicom ph 


Parkinsons support group meeting 
THE PARKINSON'S Support Group of the Pippin Foundation inc (PSP) in 
with Servier Philippines Inc wil hold a meeting on Oct. 10 at the Au- 
torium of he Cathedral Heights Видео (South Tower), 14th Foor, St Lukes 
Medical Center, 279 E. Rodriguez 5: Avenue, Quezon Cy During the meeting, 
there vil be a lecture on e “Urologic Findings in Parkinsons Disease.” Ques- 
tions wil be entertained by the lecturers. For inquiries cal the Movement Disorder 
Center at (02727-5552 or 723-0301 loc. 3101 (оок for Beng or Mezzarie). 


PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 


Invitation to Bid 


The assets, consisting of two (2) parcels of land are being offered 
for Public Bidding in two (2) separate lots, on an "as-is, where-is" 
basis. Said assets formerly belong to Prime White Cement 
Corporation (PWCC) located at Brgy. Sta. Lucia, San Fernando, 


Pampanga. 
LotNo. Particulars 


1 Land (330 sq.m., TCT No. 
574187) 


Land (350 sq.m., TCT No. 
574188) 


Bids will be received, opened and tabulated in the presence of bidders 
on October 29, 2004 at 3:00 p.m. at the PMO Conference Room, 6th 
Floor, PMO Bldg. 104 Gamboa St, Legaspi Village, Makati City. Interested 
parties may request for a duly authenticated copy of the Asset Specific 
Bidding Rules (ASBR), Asset Specific Bidding Form (ASBF) together 
with the Asset Specific Catalogue for a nominal fee of P500.00. 


For more information, please call Ms. Melinda В. Cortez of the PMO 
Marketing Department at telephone numbers 892-2145 or 818-4733. 


multi-format compatibility 
dio, jpeg viewer, mp3, CD digital audio, Kodak 

CD recordable/rewritable, 
RW/+RW, Windows Media Audio and 


Indicative Price 


Р 165,000 


P 175,000 


DVD video/au- more information резе log on to 
wwvelge.com.ph or call the LG Customer Infor- 
mation Center at 640-2525, Text Service: 


0917-824-2525, 0920-900-2525 


DVD- 


COLGATE SUPPORTS ‘MGA MUNTING NGITI” 

“Mga Munting М is based on the diatric dentists, the local government, 
WHO Basic Package of Oral Care teachers, barangay health workers, 
(POC), consisting of (1) Oral Urgent — NGOs and multinationals. Colgate-Pal- 
‘reament- OUT, (2) Atraumalic. mollve Philipines supports the AFT 
Restorative Treatment -ART (3) Arrest — component In photo are Dr Elen Vil- 
at Caries Technique- ACT (4) Afford- — lanueua,oral health coordinator of Li- 
able Ристе Toothpaste- AFT and (5) pa; Dr, Noel Vallesteros, PPOS! presi- 
Oral Heath Promotion (OHP). Thein- dent, DrAngel Bong David I, proes- 
tegrated holistic approach of this pro- sional relations manager Colgate Pal- 
gram aims to address the basic oral  molive Phils, Hon. Vima Santos-Reo- 
health needs ofall Filipino children by to, Mayor of Lipa City; and Dr. Cata 
the interdisciplinary cooperation of pe- Manuel of Colgate Palmolive his. 


Stay ultra fit 
with Ultra Light 


IT PAYS to maintain a good diet, exercise and а 
healthy lifestyle. Some set goals to stay motivat- 
ed. Others change their eating and even work 
habits just to make a fimess program succeed. 

But it was the influx of quick fixes that sparked 
ой serious health buffs to seek help from a wide 
range of products made available. From diet, to 
low calorie to sugar/fat free, many proved most 
willing to try these healthful alternatives to keep. 
those extra pounds for good. Even then, it was 
the low carbohydrate diet that generated a con- 
siderable impact not only in the United States, 
but in the other parts of the world. 

Revered by famous celebrities, the low carb 
dier is said to bea simple plan to losing weight In 
this scheme, carbohydrate intake is limited to 
less than 40 gms daily, thus prompting the body 
то use fat and protein for energy that eventually 
leads to weight loss. The popularity of low carb 
also found its way into beers. Toppling the 
growth of light beer, low carb beer carries the 
“real” taste of regular beer. Carefully processed 
to lessen the amount of carbohydrates, it proved 
‘most appealing to health conscious who want to 
stay fit and sil enjoy a nice cold bee 

Lonestar Ultra is a low carb beer that boasts of 
75 percen: fewer carbohydrates than regular 
beer and 23 percent less carb than light beer Un- 
doubtedly, the choice beer of avid low carb fol- 
lowers and socially ative men and women, Lon- 
estar Ultra carries the satisfying taste of their fa- 
vorite brew but does not any way affect their 
physique. So, get Ultra fit with Lonestar Ultra. 
Light 
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TBWA\SMP chosen 2003 | 
Philippine Agency of the Year 


indeed а very significant win for a 
young agency like ours. Being that, 
and Best in Creative and Market Per- 
formance bespeak of TBWAS commit- 
‘ment to excellent creative work that 
builds a larger share ofthe future for 
our Clients. These awards are a trib- 
ute to our talented, passionate people 
as well as our clients and our suppli 
er-partners,” said Tong Puno, TB- 
WANSMP managing partner. 

‘The Agency of the Year competi- 
tions was established in 1997 by 4As- 
Philippines, an association of 68 ad- 
vertising agencies founded in 1977. 
The award has evolved into the most 
coveted award for Philippine adver- 
tising agencies. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2004 


and recognition that TBWAs work 
garnered in local and international 
creative festivals like the Philippine 
Advertising Congress, Creative Guild, 
‘One Show, New York Festival, Asia Pa- 
cific Adfest, Cannes, Media Advertis- 
ing awards and London Internation- 
al 

"The Agency won the Bestin Market 
Performance award on the strength of 
successful marketing case studies for 
two clients, Nissan's XTrail sports util- 
ity vehicle and Janssen Pharmaceuti- 
саз Nizoral anti-fungal cream, which 
‘were brought to market leadership iı 
their respective product categories in 
2003. 

"The Agency of the Year award is 


‘TBWA\Santiago Mangada Puno was 
adjudged Agency of the Year for 2003 
by the Association of Accredited Ad- 
vertiging Agencies of the Philippines 
(4As-P) in its Agency of the Year 
awards night on Sept. 16. 

Aside from bagging the plum Agen- 
cy of the Year award, the 3-year old 
TBWA agency won in two major cate: 
gories of the AOY competition, Bestin 
Creative and Best in Market Perfor- 
mance. 

‘The Best in Creative award was in 
recognition of the Agency's creative 
work judged by a panel consisting of 
head creatives form major local agen- 
cies, The creative competition also 
took into consideration the awards 


SHOWN are (from left): Man 


uel Vilafania, Melvin Mangada, Tong Puno, Billy Samson, Jimmy Santiago 


FINE tastes and a discriminating eye 
are the mark of the Globe Platinum 
shopper, a refined individual who in- 


sistson timeless eleganceand superior Тһе СІ 
craftsmanship. From September 3 to vate Lux 
5, 2004, Globe Platinum members 

жеге treated to an exclusive shopping the еее 


extravaganza at Rustan's, one of the 
country's premier department stores. 
Rustan's flagship store in Makati 
was transformed into a private bou- 
tique where Platinum members and 
their guests had sole access to Rustan's 
luxury watches, jewelry fashion and 
home merchandise, all at very privi- 
leged prices. Dedicated store atten- 
dant were on hand to assist Globe 
Platinum members as they leisurely 
perused the collection and made their 
purchases, And after long day of lux- 


next priv 
Shangri 


subsequer 


TERIYAKI BOY NAMED MOST OUTSTANDING JAPANESE RESTAURANT mou 


Teriyaki Boy Restaurant, he frst fast casual excellence in product quality and consumer services. 
Japanese Restaurant, bagged the Most Outstanding Photo shows president and CEO Bryan Tiu (áth from 
Japanese Restaurant award in the 15th Annual Na- — lef) with CUP officials, proudly receiving the award. 
tional Consumer Awards (Anca) held recently atthe Ina span of three years, seven Teriyaki Boy Restau- 
Le Pavilon. Organized by the Consumers Union ot rants have opened all over the country, the latest of 
the Philippines (CUP), the award gives recognition to which Б found in Global ity Market Market. 


Smile Train captures Filipino smiles 


‘Train's motto. PBM is the local part- 
ner of Smile Train in the Philip- 
pines.PBM is the oldest charity insti- 
tution in the Philippines that gives 
free medical, surgical and rehabili 
tation treatment to children born 
with cleft lip/palate. All charity 
works are made possible through 
tie-ups with volunteer organiza- 
tions and individuals including 
medical consultants, doctors, hospi- 
tals and donors who unselfishly pro- 
vide financial and professional ser- 


4,000 (excluding taxes and adjust- 


HAS the train arrived for a visit to 
bring smile and hope to disfigured 
children? 

‘Smile Train USA is not actually a 
train but an international children’s 
charity foundation dedicated to 
helping millions of children world- 
wide who suffer from cleft 
lip/palate. Since 2002, the charity 
institution has given back smiles to 
the faces of 537 Filipino children. 
This also means 537 families are 
now leading normal lives. 


geons in selected hospitals in the 
NCR. 

Unlike other charity organiza- 
tions that sends medical teams to 
developing countries, Smile Train 
empowers local doctors through 
free training, equipment and finan- 
cial assistance. For this, Smile Train 
developed and gave free virtual 
surgery software that teaches sur- 
geon how to perform cleft surgery in 
a fraction of the time it used to take. 

These children are given not just. 


MOST OUTSTANDI 
Philflex, the leading player 
Industry was awarded by 


The medical and surgical opera- a new smile «but a second chance on vices for free. eons Coupe pe) as 
tions and post operation speech life. With every smile, we bring For more information on Smile уре سیا‎ анна) 
therapy were undertaken by Smile hope and dignity. "Changing the Train visit their website ас ing its 11th Annual Asia-Pacific Excellen 


Train through their accredited sur- world -one smile at a time” is Smile wwwsmilerrain.org. 


Platinum indulgence at Rustan’s 


urious shopping, the Platinum crowd 
relaxed and indulged in complimenta- 
Ty cups of designer brew. 


many exclusive shopping events for 


September 24 to 26 at Rustan's 
abang and Cebu will be announced 
The Pi 


and class. Existing Globe subscribers. 
with a minimum monthly usage of 


ments) for the last twelve months and 


with good credit standing are auto- 
‘matically qualified for Globe Platinum 


ing Electrical Wires and and Cables Brand dur- 


‘Awards held at the AFP Theater, Camp Aguinal- 


lobe Platinum-Rustan's Pri- 
шу Viewing is the first of 


med Platinum set, with the 
ate viewing scheduled from 


la Tower. Viewing dates in Al- 


tly. 


MOTHER and daughter bond over shoes 
and Globe Platinum. 


latinum lifestyle is replete 
trappings of sophistication 


membership, as are new subscribers of 
а G-Plan or fully consumable G-Flex 
Plan at P5,000, P7,000, or P10,000. 
Enter the world of Globe Platinum and 
gain exclusive access го а Ше of ele- 
gance and luxury. 


ING ELECTRICAL WIRES AND CABLES BRAND. 
inthe wire and cable do, Quezon City. Photo shows Phillex execu- 
sia-Pacitic tives Leonardo de Jesus Jr, SVP (6th from lett); 
the Most Outstand- Desmond Sia, VP (4th from left Robert King, 
area sales manager (3rd from left) and Manny 
Padit, institutional sales manager (7th from 
left) receiving the award from Арас. 


BSI TP | ESTOS а, SOY | 


YoductFILES 


| Jasmine 
| Trio Mealat 
McDonald's 


MCDONALDS thirst- 
‘quencting and lip- 

‘smacking triumvirate is 
пон available at al Mo- 
Donalds stores in time 
PUR {forthe arrival to the country of American idol finalist Jasmine Trias. Dubbed as | 
the Jasmine Trio Meal, this special meal includes Royal Tru- Strawberry Poat, 


THE CELEBRITY PLACE? GAZEBO FORMALLY OPENS 


One Asia Development Corps upscale Asia's senior sales manager, Bernie 
projectin Diliman OC, The Celebrity Aurelio. Rivera Land Corp's vice 
Place, formally opened its gazebo for chair, Victor Manarang, One Asia's 
unit бигегъ use. Present curing the — president Evelyn Solis, One Asia's 
ribbon-cutting ceremony are (rom vice president for sales and marketing 
lef): Sophia Nuñez, One Asia's project and Edgar Llanes, One Asia's vice 
manager; Evelyn Geronimo, One president for operations. 


Montalban to develop 400 
hectares for homeless 


BELIEVING that Filipinos de 
serve to have homes of their own 
in their homeland, Mayor Pedro 
“Ping” Cuerpo announced that 
this eastern municipality is de- 
veloping 400 hectares of land for 
the homeless 

‘Under the municipality's own 
Unified Housing and Economic 
Enterprise Development Pro- 
gram, which has already allocat 
fd to more than 3,000 homeless 
families in Montalban, the 400- 
ha housing development project 
is envisioned to accommodate 
thousands of families. 

“This resettlement (400-ha) 
will more oF less accommodate 
from 20 to 30 thousand families 
from blighted and crowded ur- 
ban areas in Metro Manila,” the 
local chief executive, otherwise 
known as The Builder to his con- 
stituents being a civil engineer 
said. 

The projected resettlement 
site in Mount Balagbag, San 
Isidro, Montalban, Rizal is a gen- 
Чу undulating terrain, perfect 


place to start a new, better living. 

“qe offers no less than a cool, 
scenic, highly accessible place of 
abode, owing to йз chosen loca- 
tion in San Isidro,” the mayor 
said and “so with basic social ser- 
vices.” 

Mt. Balabag is some 15 kilo- 
meters away from the town prop- 
er, or a 30-minute drive. Of Rizal 
Provinces total land area of 
130,822 hectares, Montalban 
has the biggest land area of 
31,280 hectares. Montalban is al- 
зо” highly accessible either 
through Marikina City, San Ma- 
teo (via Batasan Road) and 
Litex/Payatas Rd. in Quezon City, 
which shares Montalban's west- 
ern side boundary. Home to hos- 
pitable and courteous people, 
Montalban takes pride in the 
том famous Avilon Zoo, which is 
visited by students on field trips 
or study tours and other histori- 
cal sites like е Pamintuan Cave, 
which is perceived to be the place 
of refuge of the Katipuneros dur- 
ing the Spanish times. 


1 


large fries and an exclusive Jasmine Trias CD featuring McDonald's love ko 
"Io" signature song. lobe sold for only P65 at ай McDonald's stores. McDon- 
ds is the workîs leading food service retailer with more than 30,000 local 
McDonald's restaurants serving 47 milion customers each day in more than 
100 countries ай over the world. There are over 240 MeDonalds restaurants n. 
he Philippines and is currenty expanding. 


Arefreshing brew from URC 
WITH the constant. 

struggle to relax 
and escape the 
pressure ot a high- 
fy-driven world, C2 
Green Tea comes as 
an invigorating re- 
Tiet in a handy bot- 
tle. C2 Cool & Clean 
isa refreshing. 
non-carbonated 
эле green tea-based beverage. And because it's made with delicate- 
iy brewed tea leaves of the Camellia Sinensis plant, you can be sure 
that you're getting the healthy chemicals thal make green tea to- 
days choice drink. Specially brewed by Universal Robina Corpora- 
tion, C2 comes in five varieties: C2 Plain Green Tea; Green Tea 
Lemon; Green Tea Peach; Green Tea Apple; Black tea-based Lemon 
iced Tea brings you an old favorite in a refreshing new brew. 


The best gift 


for your feet 
GIVE the best gift for your 
feet with the best pedicure 
instruments, which can 
only come trom German 
brand Titania. It offers пай | 
files with rough or fine 
changeable stainless steel 
heads for the different tex- 
tures of your feet. Titania 
beauty care products is ex- 
elusivey distributed by FII 
Star Distributors Corporation and is available at the Landmark, Sta. 
Lucia East Grand Май, Crossings Department Stores, and selected 
Watsons and PCX branches nationwide. 


FTH AVENUE PLACE RIBBON-CUTTING 

(let) is Kay Tinga, wife of Taguig 
Mayor Sigtrido Tinga, with RLC- 
High Rise Division General Man- 
адет Danilo Ignacio. Interested in- 
vestors may call RLC at 636-0888 
or text 0922-8380888. 


RLCFI 
Robinsons Land Corporation 
(RLC) launches the model units of 
Fifth Avenue Place ina ribbon- 

cutting ceremony al its site in Sth 
Avenue cor. 21st Drive, Fort Boni- 
facio Global City, Taguig. In photo 


AJINOMOTO PHILS JOINS BSU'S ACTIVITIES 


As part ol tho celebration 
ої Nutrition Month, Aj 
nomoto Philippines Cor 
poration (АРС) joined 
Benguet State Unversity 
(BSU) nits various nu- 
rion eatedacuviies. 
Ajinomoto sponsored 
Nitrigame, an exciting 
Quiz game which threw 
questions on basic food 
апа nutrtion. The winner 
ofthe game is Anthony 
Cayat, Sth year BS Agr 
cuire student of BSU. AJ 
bags forthe winners. Sho 
Ajinomoto Cooking Plaza, 
BSU: prot. Leny Baliwang. 
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marketing events officer of Smart Communications. Witnessing tha event are 
(standing from left) Czarina Пого and Alexandra Paras of Neotrado. 
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ANTELTAGATTAY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL STOCKHOLDERS” MEETING 
‘October 28,2004 

Doar Stockholders: 
Please be advised that the Annual 
Meeting of Antel Tagaytay 
it Corporation will bo held on 
29,2004 at 2:00 PM. at Unit 2301 Antel 
Corporate Center, 121 Valero Street, Salcsdo 
Vilage, Makati Ciy. 
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EMPLOYMENT 


OPPORTUNITIES Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission 


AS 
Hagawaran ng Tgnayang Panlabas 
Department of Foreign Affairs 


DEPARTMENT ORDER NO. 22-04 
SUBJECT : Amendment to Department Order No. 07-00 
(Revised Consolidated Schedule of Service 
Fees) 
Department Order No. 07-00, dated 08 May 2000, which 
is the Revised Consolidated Schedule of Service Fees, 
does not cover appropriate visa fees for restricted nationals 
Ў j, as listed in Foreign 
Service Circular No. 446-01, dated 14 December 2001 
їп view thereof, Department Order No. 07-00 is hereby 
amended to include the following visa fees for restricted 
aliens: 
9 (a) Temporary Visitor Visa for Restricted Aliens 
Single Entry valid for three (3) months 
(prescribed under 0.0. 07-00) 
‘Multiple Entry valid for six (6) months – USS 80.00 
Multiple Entry valid for one (1) year — USS 120.00 
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“The следа tor Prequalicaton, Bd Evaluation, Анала ol Contact and Post-qualiicaionshallbe governed by 
те ADB бывшая For Procurement ol Cv Works andlor ВА No 9184. 

Tha accomplished pre-quliieaon ала bd dceumonis shal bo submited 1o the Pasig Rivor Rehabilitation 
‘commision. ZF. MWSS Eng'g В. Ою Ва. Quoron Ciy. Та Nos: 43-3444 and 433.3440, Fax No: S2 
tS Ema prc Quiasys com п wo (2) зарано send onviopes containing thee (3) copes each ol he pro- 
аиста on or belare 12:00 NN, October 29,2004 Congrogaton lor S40 тирес shal бо 
Sa chico of Engr балы Г Caparas, Ното and Homeste одно Uni, 4F Pasig Ciy Hal. Caruncho 


PHARMACIST 639-4558 
E - US$ 40.00 
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This order amends Department Order No. 07-00 and shall 
be published once a week for two consecutive weeks in two 
newspapers of general circulation in the Philippines and 
shall become effective fifteen days after the last 
publication. 


Pasay City, Sep. 16, 2004 


(Sgd.) ALBERTO 6. ROMULO 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs. 
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JOBMarket 


‘ONLINE 


var us ar 
www.jobmarketonline.com 


Ае. Pass Giy on October 22,2004 900а А Ро, да Conleionca shal ва ha on ino same day a 11:00 
{im al io Session Fat, SF Раво Cy Hal. Tho dato of зе opening shat be announced later. 

Interested contactors aro ode sulmit a Letter of Application and secure a compte sot of pre-qualticaton 
ее tom October 4, 2004 to October 15,2004 athe PARC. upon paymant ol a nonrefundable loo 
тима Thousand Pesos (Pro 120000. 

“The PARC inerAgeocy Bid and Ана Comma eserves the igh to reject алу ог al ds wihout ating 
ny reason waive minor иен or асері such bes wich ha bo me most advantageous to ha Govermmant 
{The Gezen of ine PARC iner-Agoncy ВАС shall be ала апа Binding upon approval ol na PARC Board of 
Сотто эла ADB. 

For futher иботайов, раво сопа ВАС Secretariat lo Ms. Amelia V. Gamay at Tol. Nos 439-3447 and. 
pen 


(ое) BINGLE H.B. GUTIERREZ 
Enocutve reci 


More Classified Ads on Page B4 


225} HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND 


`` 8° Floor Pacific Center Bldg, San Miguel Avenue 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


INVITATION TO BID è 


The Home Development Mutual Fund (HDMF) Bidding Committe shall conduct a public bidding for the sale of thie following acquired residential properties on October 27, WEDNESDAY, 2:00 PM at 8* Flr Pacific Center Bldg, San 
Miguel Avenue Ortigas Center, Pasig City. 
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GENERAL GUIDELINES 
Interested parties are required to secure copies of: (a) INSTRUCTION TO BIDDERS and (by BID FORMS from he Acquired Asset Management, #* Fir Pacific Center Bldg San Miguel Avenue Onigas Center. Pasig City. 
Sealed propos а be reseed at the Acquired Asset Management, B Пе Pacific Center Bldg, San Miguel Avenue Onigas, Pasig СНУ staring 800 sm. not eran 2:00 pm. immediately afenhich, he said 
proposals shal be opened inte presence of atending bidders. 
Bach bid proposal Мый be accon panied by a DEPOSIT in CASH or CERTIFIED CASHIER S/ MANAGER'S CHECK issued in Metro Manila, payable to the Home Development Mutual Fund (HDMF) inan amount equivalent lo 
a least TEN PERCENT (1096) of he oul bid price. 
Properties shall be sold un an "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS" and the winning bidder shall take possession of the property without seeking assistance from the HDMF. 
All bidders are advised о visivinspect the properties for bidmg before posting their bid proposals. 
ibe baler who submited the bon offer rmes to push through wth the purchase of ihe prope for which he/she BIDDED during and afier the biking, his/her deposi shall be FORFEITED and failure of bidding shall be declared. 
А awards by ihe Bidding Contes shale subject t0 the approval / confirmation of te VP-NCR Housing Operations, Not Secor Manager — Acquired Asset Management, North Sector 


HDMF RESERVES ТНЕ RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY INFORMALITY THEREIN OR ACCEPT SUCH BIDS AS MAY BE CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO TIHE FUND. THE DECISION 
OF THE FUND IS FINAL AND BINDING. 


ACQUIRED ASSET MANAGEMENT Tel No: 634-8344 / 634-83-91 / 6375431 
porou noem ae 
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Message of Thanks 3 


THE FAMILY OF THE LATE 


Memorial Park. 
Mortuary 
Viewing Chapels 
Crematory 


LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
CREMATORY SERVICES 
‘ON CALL 24 HOURS A DAY 
1199 ban ama ane Kan DC 
Santon ie Асы 
ЕСН 


104 


years 


Message of Thanks Б 


We, the family of the late 


BENJAMIN О. MORENTE 
„October 5, 1924 — August 31, 2004 Fu VAL. Me hee Gos 


wish to convey our heartfelt gratitude and sincere 
appreciation to our relatives, friends and all those who OF JOLO, SULU and QUEZON CITY 


expressed their condolences, sent flowers, offered prayers 
and Masses, and who, in countless ways, comforted us in 
our time of grief. 


Wishes to thank all our Friends, Relatives and Colleagues 


For visiting us and being with us in our time of sorro 

For praying with us and foras... 

For the Mass cards and messages of sympathy and condolence 
For the beautiful flowers to express compassion... 

For joining us in our nightly vigils... 

For attending the masses and funeral rites... 

For thinking of us in our hour of grief... 

For all that you have done to console our hearts. 


Our Sincerest Gratitude. 


May God grant you blessings for your 
thoughtfulness and generosity. 


EEA 


es xi 
DR. RAFAEL І. JIMENEZ <. 


of Mary Johnston Hospital; 
Dasol,Pangasinan and Pasay City. 

Has passed away on October 5, 2004 at the age of 55. Members of 
his endearing family: brothers and sisters: Arsenio Jr. and Merle 
Hemedes; Evelyn and Rey Trinidad; Imelda and Alan Paredes; Lydia 
and Jessie Alfonso; Robert and Boots Liceralde; and Shirley and 
Pansak Boonpongsa; nephews and nieces: Alfie & Lyn, Jay & Roma, 


ر 


Whoever finds his 
“Iie Will lose il, 2, 


Our Dearly Beloved 
Mommy 


AQUINO LAYA | 


“2. Peacefully joined her Creator at the age of 71 


Pam and Mikey; Len, Jing & Eugene, Ja and Andre; Jorel, Je-Ann and 
Justin; PV and Nikki; and Carl; grandchildren: Justin, Jaime, Isabel, 
‘Alyssa, Alyanna, Gabby and Arianne, request the pious readers to 
join them in prayers for the repose of the soul of their dearly beloved. 
His remains lie in state at Santuario de San Antonio Mortuary 
Chapel, Forbes Park, Makati City. 
Interment will be on Sunday, October 10, 2004 at 3:00 p.m. at 


Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque City. 


A modern classic columbarium 


ELYSIUM Gardens Columbarium, 
а modern classical design 
columbarium which is conve. 
miently located at. 277 E. 
Rodriguez Sr. Ave. Quezon City, 
within the Cathedral Heights com- 
pound bounded by Trinity College. 
and St. Luke's Medical Center. 
Construction is on its full swing 
and is ahead of schedule in its ас 
complishment. 

‘The Columbarium will have a 
Solarium Building which will fea- 
ture indoor vaults/crypts where. 
natural sunlight passes trough is 
glass walls, and a Memorial Plaza 


that will accommodate outdoor 
vaults where the serene garden 
type setting isin harmony with na- 
fire and an ecumenical chapel that 
can be used for memorial services, 
"The Columbarium is designed 
to satisfy the growing demand of 
meaningful memorials that can 
house our dearly departed ones 
"This project is jointly under- 
taken by BOT Infra & 
Development Corp. and the Ca- 
thedral of St. Mary and St, John. 
For more inquiries call 723-6494/ 
723-7651/723-6335. 


CENTER FOR HEALTH DEVELOPMENT 
METRO MANILA 
Wettaroville Compound, Bgy. Addition Hills 
Mandaluyong City 
Tol. # 535-4521 or 535-4529 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
CHD-MM BAC-ITB NO. 2004-03 

The Department of Health-Centor for Health Development-Metro 
Manila (CHD-MM) invites al interested G-EPS registered biddersisuppli- 
ersimanufacturersdlstributore to apply for eligbity and to bid for ће 
‘supply of Environmental Supple. 

Bidding documents can be secured from BAC Secrolaia at the Sup- 
ply Section, СНО-ММ, Acacia Lane, Wellaevile Compound, Brgy. Addi- 
{ion Hits, Mandaluyong City, telephone number 535-4542 upon payment 
ol a non-retundabie feo of FIVE THOUSAND PESOS (P5,000.00) 

“The Approved Budget for the sald Пете Is FOUR MILLION FIVE 
HUNDRED THOUSAND PESOS (P4,500,000.00). 

The BAC reserves the right to accept or reject any or ай bids and to 
‘annul the bidding process anytime prior to the award of contract, without 
thereby incurring any Павии to th bidder or bidders or any 
‘obligation to Inform the allected bidder or bidders of he grounds for the 
CHO-MM's action. 


(504) GERARDO V. BAYUGO, MD, MPH, CESO Ii 
Director IV, CHD-MM 


SIGUR 


PON Octobar o 8 162004) 


sake ill id it 
STU 


REGINALDO ROSAURO SAPALICIO 


Her loving children Lizza & Rodel Lapuz, Ning Wallner, 
Noemi & Bobby Narvaez, Monette & Michael Sandner, 
Kathrina Laya, her sister Julieta Aquino, her brothers Lito 
& Setang Aquino, Romy & Baby Aquino, Clemen Aquino, 
her grandchildren, request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal rest and everlasting happiness. 


Her remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapels, 
12б. Araneta Ave., Quezon City. 


Interment will be announced later. 


Re 
] 


Devoted Husband, Loving Father 
And Grandfather 
-A Good Мап 


Went home to his Creator on October 5, 2004 at the age of 74. 


His beloved wife Noning; daughters and sons-in-law Randy and Vito Aruta, 
Ocha (Bong) and Tito Coronel, Pie and Peter Wilken; grandchildren Jayvi, Arvi, Bea, 
Patricia, Paolo, Selena and Jack Perry; brother and sisters request your prayers for his eternal peace. 


His remains Не in state at La Funeraria Paz in Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque. 


Interment will be on Tuesday, October 12, 2004, at the Manila Memorial Park, Sucat 
after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 


(UB MAYNILAD WATER SERVICES, Inc. 
GIF MWSI Bldg, MWSS Complex 
Katipunan Road, Balara, Quezon CI, Philippines 1100 
"Tel Nos 4359-90, 920-5521 loc. 3500, 3615, 616 


INVITATION TO BID 


тһе Maynilad Water Services, Inc. is inviting qualified 
suppliers to participate In the Sealed Bidding for the supply and 
staggered delivery of: 


8,905 MT ^ Polyacrulamide (PAM) Anionic Polymer 
(Granular Form), per ANSUAWWA B 453-96 


Bid Documents can be secured at the MWSI-Purchasing 
Department, Basement, MWSI Building, MWSS Compound, 
Katipunan Road, Balara, Quezon City, al а non-refundable fee 
ol P2,000.00 per sat. Bid documents willbe issued to interested 
bidders from October 13, 2004 up to October 20, 2004. 


Bid Proposal shall be accepted until 2:00 pm of October 
25,2004. 

For inquiries, please call the Purchasing Department, clo 
Clarissa Joy S. Gomez or Virgie Salvador at Tel. No. 435-3366 
o 436-0719. 

(Sgd.) IGNACIO B. GIMENEZ 


'SAVP, Corporate Logistics 


Thailand Campus 


Learn from the world's foremost authority in gemology| 

70+ year history of excellence in education 
‘over 300,000 students worldwide 
Gain professionalism with gems 
From the world’s foremost authority 
Colored Stones Diploma Program 
starts January 10, 2004 
GIA Thailand Campus 
Bisco Tower-12 Fic, 56/12 Sub Rd., Bangrak, Bangkok Thailand 


"Tel: (662) 237-9575 / 77 Fax: (662) 236-9829 
ginthai@kse.th.com hailand.com. 
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FIFTEEN years ago the medical journal 
Lancet included a brief article theoriz- 
ing that dogs could detect tumors by lit- 
erally sniffing them out. The authors of 
the original piece based their hypothe- 
sis on a story told by one of their pa- 
tients, whose dog had detected a malig- 
nant lesion on her skin. 

‘Since then, several other stories with 
similar themes have been told, al- 
though the veracity of these claims was 
never scientifically tested. Until Car- 
olyn Willis of Amersham Hospital in 
England, along with colleagues from 
the organization Heating Dogs for Deaf 
People and the Institute of Health Sci- 
ences, decided to find out once and for 
all whether or not it was possible. 

"Willis et al. were careful to point out 
that they were not trying to assess how 
useful dogs would be as another means 
of detecting cancer. They simply want- 
ed to find out if dogs could be trained to 
differentiate between people with can- 
cerand healthy individuals. 

Their promising results appear in the 
Sept. 25 issue of the British Medical 
Journal 

Six dogs were trained to distinguish 
patients with bladder cancer from 


You'll be unforgettable. 
Imagine you giving her passion-filled hours. it's вазу once you've discovered 
the fast and sure way to improve erection. Ask your doctor how to "live it up". 


Bayer HealthCare @9....... 
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Can sniffing dogs lie? 


Discover 


Massie 
Santos Ballon 


healthy individuals. One dog was a 
labrador, four were part cocker spaniel, 
and one маза mongrel. 

‘The dogs were pets of those who 
trained them.-No effort was made to 
use dogs trained to sniff specific scents 
such as those in bombs or drugs. 

Researchers have long theorized that 
dogs can sniff out cancer because of tu- 
mor-related volatile compounds, which 
give off a distinct odor, although not 
necessarily in large amounts enough for 
humans to notice. With the dog's excep- 
tionally keen sense of smell, however, 
the faint odor might be as strong as am- 
monia shoved under one's nose. 

For their study, Willis etal. decided to 
work with people who had bladder can- 
cer, in part because urine is easier to 
collect and store. 

Urine samples were collected from 
over 100 volunteers, a third of whom 


were in varying stages of carcinoma of 
the bladder. 

Half of фе samples were used to train 
the dogs to identify the odors associated 
with bladder cancer, using activities like 
hide-and-seek. Researchers moved on to. 
more difficult activities where vials of 
urine from patients with bladder cancer, 
healthy people, and those with condi 
tions such as diabetes were placed in a 
row several inches apart. 

With such range of odors for the dogs 
to choose from, the researchers hoped 
to give proof that when the dogs cor- 
rectly identified a sample from a cancer 
patient, it was not mere guesswork. 


No cheating 

Once training was complete, the dogs 
were made to identify cancer samples in 
nine separate tests. The people who la- 
beled the samples were kept separate 
from those who laid out the samples, 
and they were in turn kept separate from 
the trainers and the dogs to make sure 
none ofthe participants could cheat. 

А total of 22 samples out of 54 were 
correctly identified by the dogs during 
the testing sessions. This represents a41 
percent success rate, which is far better 


LIVE IT UP! 


than the expected 14 percent success 
Tate if the dogs had simply guessed. 

The four cocker spaniel mixed-breeds 
each correctly identified at least four 
samples, while the mongrel only identi- 
fied one sample correctly. ("But we still 
love him," his trainer told Reuters later) 

Because two of the dogs lived several 
hours away from the main testing site, 
they were trained and tested with dried 
samples. Researchers found that in gen- 
eral these two dogs—one of them the 
mongrel—did not do as well at correct- 
ly identifying the bladder cancer sam- 
ples. Researchers attributed this in part 
to the theory that volatile odors might 
decrease over time. 

The study is like reading monthly 
chapters in a serialized novel: you want 
to know more but you have to wait to 
know what happens next. The results 
show that dogs can be trained to recog- 
nize odors emanating from cancers, but 
it also raises questions about the train- 
ing methods, the breed of the dog, and 
the chemical composition of each can- 
cers distinctive odor. 

"We await the next study, and maybe 
this time they'l include pictures of the. 


Coffee 
addicts 
take 
note 


WASHINGTON—As 
little аз one cup of 
coffee a day can pro- 
duce caffeine addic- 
tion, researchers at 
Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity in Baltimore 
said last week. 

affeine is the 
world's most com- 
monly used stimu- 
lant, and its cheap 
and readily available 
so people can main- 
tain their use of caf- 
eine quite easily" 
said Roland Griffiths, 
a professor of psychi- 
апу and neuro- 
science who led a re- 
view of 170 years 
worth of studies on 
caffeine. 

“The latest re- 
search demonstrates, 
however, that when 
people don't get their 
usual dose they can 
suffer a range of 
withdrawal symp- 
toms, including 
headache, fatigue 
and difficulty con 
centrating. They may 
even feel like they 
have the flu with 

` nausea and muscle 
pain." 


Mental disorder 
Griffiths and col 
leagues are pressing 
for caffeine addiction. 
to be included in the 
Diagnostic and Statis- 
tical Manual of Men- 
tal Disorders, consid- 
ered the bible of men- 
tal disorders, as well 
as other references. 
He and Laura Ju- 
liano of American 
University in Wash. 
ington looked at 57 
experimental studies 
and nine surveys to 
validate what апу 
coffee drinker could 
have told them: miss- 
ing that daily cup 
causes (шше, 
grumpiness and of- 
ten severe headache. 
Griffiths and Ju. 
liano said it was pos 
sible to free oneself 
of caffeine addiction, 
“We teach а sys- 
tematic method of 
gradually reducing 
caffeine consump- 
tion overtime by sub- 
stituting decaffeinat- 
ed or noncaffeinated 
products, Using such 
a method allows peo- 
ple to reduce or elim. 
inate — withdrawal 
symptoms," Griffiths 
said. Reuters. 
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Is it still safe to take anti-arthritis pills? 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


THE POPULARLY prescribed anti-arthritic 
drug rofecoxib (Vioxx) was voluntarily pulled 
‘out from the market last week by its manufac- 
turer, Merck Sharpe and Dohme (MSD). The 
decision was based on new data from a clini- 
cal trial which had to be stopped prematurely 
because there were significantly more people 
developing heart attacks, strokes and other 
cardiovascular events among those who took 
25 mg daily of rofecoxib. 
The APPROVe (Adenomatous Polyp Pre- 
vention on Vioxx) trial 
was actually designed 


MEDICAL о evaluate the drug's 
effiacy in preventing 
FILES the recurrence of col- 


orectal polyps in pa- 
tients with a history of colorectal adenomas. 

Colorectal polyps are feared to deteriorate 
into cancer. 

During the trial the risk of cardiovascular 
complications was noted after 18 months of 
treatment among patients taking rofecoxib. 

1 salute MSD for йз responsible act of volun- 
tarily withdrawing its product. Its better late 
than never, but for the thousands of patients 
worldwide whose heart attacks and strokes 
might have been triggered by rofecoxib, the 
company will have alot of explaining to do on. 
why it took them years to decide on this pullout. 
‘The risk for its cardiovascular complications has 
been quite apparent since four years ago. 


Early reports 

їп an editorial in the Philippine Journal of 
Internal Medicine that I wrote in March 2001 
and ina separate commentary published inthe 
Pakistan Journal of Medical Sciences in April 
2001, I stated: "The emerging and unresolved 
concern is that cardiovascular adverse events 
may increase with highly selective COX-2 in- 
hibitors. Such concern needs to be further vali- 
dated by additional adequately designed phar- 
macologic and clinical studies.” 

Му main contention was the chance finding 
їп the Vioxx Gastrointestinal Outcomes Re- 
search (Vigor) trial which showed that the rel- 


ative risk of thrombotic (due to blood clot) car- 
diovascular events (heart attack, unstable 
angina, cardiac thrombus, resuscitated cardiac 
arrest, sudden or unexplained death, ischemic 
stroke and transient ischemic attacks) with ro- 
fecoxib was 238 times higher than with 
naproxen, another medicine for arthritis. 

‘This result was consistent with the lack of 
anti-platelet effect in rofecoxib. 

recall being invited then to lecture before 
several medical conventions in Asia regarding 
this issue. But it fizzled out soon after, until in- 
temationally noted doctors Debabrata 
Mukherjee, Steven E. Nissen and Eric J. Topol 
from the Cleveland Clinic in Ohio published 
their paper in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association several months later with 
basically the same conclusion that had. 

They said: “The available data raise a cau- 
tionary flag about the risk of cardiovascular 
events with COX2 inhibitors. Further 
prospective trial evaluation may characterize 
and determine the magnitude of the risk.” 
Low incidence 

‘Admittedly, the incidence of these cardio- 
vascular complications was relatively low, but 
for the victims who suffered the complica- 
tions, this passive neglect could be unforgiv- 
able and | could imagine thousands of 
lawyers worldwide representing these vic- 
tims, fling claims against MSD. 

А new finding which might have compelled 


MSD to withdraw Vioxx was that previously it 
was the higher dose (50 mg) that was associated 


with higher cardiovascular risk. The 
halted APPROVE trial used only 25 mg of Vioxx. 

But in fairness to Vioxx, the cardiovascular 
risk was only noted after 18 months of contin- 
uuously taking the drug. 

Т don't think those who have taken Vioxx 
intermittently or only as needed to relieve 
arthritis symptoms should lose sleep over 
having been placed at risk in developing a 
heartattackor stroke. 


о ae 

Now the big question is whether the prob- 
lem of increased cardiovascular risk is limited 
only to Vioxx or are other anti arthritic medi- 
cations also suspect. 

Available data suggest that such risk is spe- 
cific to Vioxx. 

Та fact, COX-2 inhibitors the class of drugs 
rofecoxib belongs to—might play a beneficial 
role in preventing heart attack and atheroscle- 
rosis, or the of blood vessels. 

СОХ-2 inhibitors might act similarly as the 
cholesterol lowering statins by stabilizing the 
atherosclerotic plaque and preventing it from 
rupturing, which could trigger blood clotting 
inside the artery. 

So those taking these other anti-arthritic 
pills like celecoxib, meloxicam, valdecoxib and 
naproxen need not worry as long as they're 
taking itas prescribed by their doctors. 


INGELHEIM, Germany—With 
the recent announcement by 
Merck & Со. recalling one of 
the most commonly prescribed 
arthritis medications, Vioxx, 
due to cardiac side-effects, mil- 
lions of arthritis patients 
worldwide will be working 
‘with their healthcare providers 
to review their treatment. 

Boehringer Ingelheim said 
this development isnot related 
to meloxicam (Mobic). К is a 
nonsteroidal anti-inflammato- 
ry drug (NSAID) and а selec- 
tive COX2 inhibitor, indicated 
for the symptomatic treatment 
of painful osteoarthritis, 
rheumatoid arthritis and anky- 
losing spondylitis. COX2 
refers to some chemicals in the 
body that cause pain and in- 
flammation. 


Structurally different 

Differences in the profiles of 
meloxicam over other selective. 
COX2 inhibitors are explained 
by the fact that meloxicam is 
structurally different from oth- 
ег COX-2 inhibitors and works 
by exploiting a greater degree 
of flexibility at the apex of the. 
COX2 channel. Mobic has 
been used by more than 70 
million patients in 100 coun- 
tries worldwide since first in- 
troduced in 1995. 

The low overall, gastroin- 
testinal and cardiovascular 
risk of adverse events was con- 
firmed in а meta-analysis of 48. 
linical and observational 
studies of 117,755 patients 


Meloxicam offered 
as alternative arthritis 
treatment option 


treated with meloxicam and 
traditional painkillers. This 
analysis demonstrated а favor- 
able gastro-intestinal risk pro- 
file for meloxicam with no 
dication of excess risk in over- 
all cardiovascular, renal and 
hepatic toxicity compared to 
non-COX-2 selective NSAIDS. 


Alternatives available 

“Patients may be concemed by 
the withdrawal of a drug they 
have been using for some time 
because of a painful condition. 
We are sorry that the withdrawal 
was necessary, but would like to 
reassure patients that there are 
alternatives available such as 
Mobic, which continues to be a 
treatment option for millions of 
osteoarthritis, and rheumatoid 
arthritis patients worldwide,” 
said Dz Andreas Bamer, member 
of the Boehringer Ingelheim 
board of managers. He is respon- 
sible for research, development 
and medicine. “In light of the re- 
‘cent news, patents should work 
with their physicians to discuss 
treatment options in their arthri- 
tis therapy” he said. 

Boehringer Ingelheim is one. 
of the worlds 20 leading phar- 
‘maceutical companies. It oper- 
ates globally with 152 affiliates 
in 45 countries and more ап 
34,000 employees. Since it was 
Founded in 1885, the company 
has been engaged in research- 
ing, developing, manufacturing 
and marketing novel products 
of high therapeutic value for hu- 
‘man and veterinary medicine. 


CHICAGO—A widely publi- 
ized study that has already 
linked hormone replacement 
therapy to an increased risk of 
stroke, heart attack and some 
cancers also uncovered a blood 
dot hazard, researchers re- 
ported on Tuesday. 

The study, called the Wom- 
en's Health Initiative, found 
that women taking estrogen 
plus progestin at the strength 
‘once commonly in use had a 
doubled risk of venous blood 
clots, which can travel to the 
Jungs and cause death, 

‘The blood clot data, report- 
ей by researchers at the Uni- 


Study bares blood clot risk 
in hormone therapy 


“The implications of these 
findings may be important for 
the use of postmenopausal hor- 
mone therapy in the treatment 


versity of Vermont in Colch- 
ester, came from the study that 
involved 16,608 post- 
menopausal women between 
the ages of 50 and 79 recruited 
from 1993 through 1998. 

Some women received the hor- 
mone drug while others got an. 
inert placebo. 

The study found that the 
blood clot risk was highest for 
those who were overweight, and 
that a genetic disposition for 
clots as well as advancing age al- 
so increased the risk. Taking as- 
pirin to thin the blood did not 
‘counteract the problem, it said. 


of menopausal symptoms 
among younger post- 
menopausal women,” the re- 
searchers concluded. 

‘The American College of Ob- 
stetricians and Gynecologists 
said recently that more research 
is needed into whether hor- 
mone replacement therapy may 
be safer for younger women. 

"The US Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration now recommends 
that women seeking relief from 
menopausal symptoms should 
use such drugs at the lowest ef- 
fective dose and for the short- 
estime necessary. Reuters 


Questions from int’l elementary math fests 


LAST week we looked at the stellar perfor- 
mance of our local delegations to two intema- 
tional math contests this year, both of them 
coached by the Mathematics Trainers Guild 
(MTG). In response to requests from readers 
who want to get a glimpse of actual contest 
problems, let us look at some questions which 
appeared in these contests. Remember that 
ош participants are only upper elementary ог 
first year high school students. 

From the 2004 Po Leung Kuk 8th Primary 
Math World Team Competition, Hong Kong: 

"There are nine fractions between !/s and 
1/2 such that the difference between any two 
successive fractions is constant. Find the sum 
ofthese eleven fractions.” 

“In the following equation, each letter rep- 
resents а distinct digit: 7(ABCXYZ) = 6(XYZ- 
АВС). A and X are not equal to zero. Find the 

digit number ABCKYZ." 

"In a rectangle made up of 2004 x 4002 
square units, how many square units can a di 
agonal line pass through?" 


Thailand contest 

From the 2003 Thailand 1st Elementary 
Mathematics International Contest (individu- 
al competition): 

"M sold some apples and received an 
amount of money. If М had sold 10 more ap- 
ples for the same amount of money, the price. 
of one apple would be 2 baht less than the 
original price. If M had sold 10 fewer apples 
for the same amount of money, the price of 
‘one apple would be 4 baht more than the orig- 
inal price. How many apples did M sell? What. 
was the price of one apple?" 

"City Pis 625 kilometers from City Q. M de- 
parted from City P at 5:30 a.m., traveling at 


100 kph, and arrived at City Q. 15 
terM ей, N departed from City Q and arrived 
at City P traveling at 80 kph. At what time did 
Mand N meet?" 

"Find all 2-digit numbers such that when 
the number is divided by the sum of is digit, 
the quotient is 4 with a remainder of 3." 

“There are 20 red marbjes, 30 white mar- 
bles, and some blue marbles in a box. If you 
draw one marble from the box, the probability 
or chance of drawing one blue marble is 9/11. 
How many blue marbles are there in the box?” 

"А boat is 50 km away from the port. The 
boat is leaky, so water flows into the boat at 
the rate of 2 tons per S minutes. If there were 
90 tons of water in the boat, the boat would 
sink. If there is a pump in the boat, pumping 
‘out 12 tons of water per hour, what should be 
the minimum speed of the boat (in kph) to 
keep the boat from sinking?” 

“A, В, and C worked together and received 
a total wage of 52,400 baht. A received 125 
percent of B's wage, but 90 percent of C's 
wage. Who received more: B or С? What is the 
difference between the wages of B and С?” 


‘Team contest 

In the team competition, here are some 
questions: 

"On quadrilateral ABCD, points M, №, В 
and О are located on AB, BC, CD and DA, re- 


50 clubs form alliance against diabetes 


‘THE PHILIPPINES is now in the top 10 
list of countries with the most number 
of diabetes cases. That's according to 
the World Health Organization. 

Six to seven million Filipinos are now 
diabetics, and another six to seven mil- 
lion аге stil clueless about it, even. 
though they have the disease. 

But vigilant diabetics decided to fight 
the disease head on. 

Fifty diabetic clubs recently agreed 
to form an alliance that will strengthen 
the fight against diabetes. A resolution 
signing among members of the Diabetic. 
Clubs Alliance of the Philippines at the 
Villamor Clubhouse in Pasay City for- 
malized this joining of hands, aimed аг 


curbing diabetes. With the theme “Em- 
powering the Diabetics,” diabetics hope 
to further strengthen the campaign 
against diabetes through public aware- 
ness and education. 

The resolution is part of Operation 
Diabetes, a project of the Association of 
Municipal Health Officers of the Philip- 
pines (Amhop), supported by Herbcare 
Corp., maker of Charantia Ampalaya 
Food Supplement. 


Urgent need 

Herbcare president Lito Abelarde 
said there is an urgent need for diabet- 
ics and health care professionals to be 
united in the fight against diabetes, to 


enable them to learn from one another 
and share experience in diabetes care, 
prevention and management. 

Herbeare has supported the creation of 
76 diabetics cbs ай over the country and 
some 100 new cubs ae sll being formed. 

Diabetes is a lifelong disease which is 
not fatal, but could be burdensome to 
the patient and their loved ones, physi- 
cally, emotionally and financially. 


Need for support. 

With the alarming growth in diabetes. 
cases, ће need for support and саге 
from the family of diabetics is extreme- 
ly important. 

Diabetics may also reach ош to their 


fellow diabetics through clubs or sup- 
port groups which will give them the 
to share experiences of liv 
ing with diabetes. Families of diabetics 
may also join such groups to increase 
their awareness on caring for their 
loved one. Knowing that they are not 
alone in their fight somehow helps lift a 
diabetics spirit. 
Diabetics who wish to bring their 


blood sugar levels down can also bene- | 


ft from taking natural herbal food sup- 
plements such as Charantia Ampalaya 
tea, which has been tested and recom- 
mended by diabetics. 

For more information on Operation 
Diabetes, сай 802-2222. 


Drinking tea enables your good vibes to spring out 


GOOD vibes are actually scientifically 
explainable. They can be interpreted as 
alpha brain waves—that state of mind 
when you're alert and relaxed at once. 
Beta waves make you alert and excited; 
theta waves occur during light sleep, 
while delta in deep sleep. When your 
brain's on alpha mode, you're in tune 
with the throb of the universe because 
there's no mental turbulence, there's no 
noise. You're one with all. And it mani- 
Бензен ба ак outwardly 
Some people get on alpha mode by prac- 
icing meditation—being silent and stil for 


^ Di 


ong periods of time. Others get it through 
communing with naure, by appreciating 
ез essence of all living things. 

"Then there's another way to release 
those alpha brainwaves, and is by tak- 
ing a magic potion. Yes, you can literally 
drink it up, and good vibes spring 
straight out of you. That magic potion is 
that drink you call tea. 

Теа contains a very special ingredient 
called Theanine. Its a free amino acid 
that's found exclusively in tea plants. 

“Theanine creates a sense of relaxation 
about half an hour after ingestion. It 


penetrates the nervous system in two 
ways: it influences an inhibitory neuro- 
‘transmitter that relaxes you, while also 
tickles the production level of two other 
neurotransmitter called dopamine and 
serotonin. These are the sources of all 
things that put you in а good mood, 
make you feel happy and buoyant, 
sharpen your memory, and even im- 
prove your learning ability. 

When you take that cup of tea it's an 
act of affirmation that you'd rather 
much be calm and confident in a natu- 
ral, gentle way; that you really prefer 


the kind of glow that emanates through 
every pore of your being, They cll it 
natural beauty, the kind that never 
fades. And that's the theanine style. 


"We always miss and seek the company "| 


бое ease soe fol wih hse 
precious in waves. They're just so 
Bee о Чал, such a pj 10 hang 
around with. And more important, being 
‘with them makes you hope their good vibes 
‘would somehow rub off оп you. So what 
bener way to bask in their good vibes than 
over a cup of tea like Lipton Yellow Label 
тало helpyoubejas ike hem too. 


spectively. The ratios of distance are as fol- 
lows: AM: MB = 3: 5; BN: NC = 1:3; CP: PD = 
4:5; DQ:QA = 1:8. What is the ratio of the 
area of MBNPDQ to the area of ABCD?” 

“How many trailing zeros are there in the 
product of 1x 2x 3x 4x 5x ... 2003? (Exam- 
ple: 10200000 has five trailing zeros)" 

“An uncovered tank of water has the capac- 
ity 43.12 cubic meters. The inner diameter of 
the tank is 2.8 meters. The walls and the base 
ofthe tank have a uniform thickness of 10 cm. 
If it costs 80 baht per square meter to paint 
the bank, calculate the сох of painting the to- 
tal surface area." 

"There are three numbers: 3945, 4686, and 
5598. When they are divided by x, the re- 
‘mainder is the same for each. What is the sum. 
of the x and the common remainder?" 

“in a box of 12 different colored crayons, 
опе of them is black. In how many different 
‘ways can the teacher give these crayons to a 
student so that the student receives at least 
опе black? Note that a student may receive 
from 1 to 12crayons.” 

“How many seven-digit numbers contain 
the digit at least once?” 

“The area of quadrilateral ABCD is 6174 
square cm. Points E and Fare the mid 
AB and CD, while G and Н are the points on. 
ВС and AD respectively, such that CG = 268 
and AH = 2HD. What is the area of EGFH?" 

"Alloy M is composed of 95 percent 
bronze, 4 percent tin, and 1 percent zine, Al- 
loy N is composed of bronze and tin only. If 
alloy M is mixed with alloy N in equal pro- 
portion, a new alloy is formed, which has 86 
percent bronze, 13.6 percent tin, and 04 
Percent zinc. What is the percentage of 
bronze in alloy N?" 


Smokers more 
likely to snore, 
says study 


WASHINGTON—A study of 15,555 
men and women in five Scandinavian. 
countries found that people who 
smoke are more likely to snore, even if 
they have quit smoking. 

The study, published in the October 
edition of the American Journal of 
Respiratory and Critical Care, found 
that tobacco use contributed 17.1 per- 
cent to the risk of frequent snoring in 
people 25 to 54 years of age, com- 
pared 10 4.3 percent for obesity and 
2.2 percent for passive smoking 

‘According to researchers, this is the 
first time that passive smoke was 
linked to increased risk of snoring. 

"The research was done on people in 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Estonia 
and Iceland. AFP 
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Peso falls to near record low of 56.43 


Intra-day drop due to ratings agency warning, rising oil prices, traders say 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


cal program drew flak from investors 
during a recent global roadshow. 

‘The local currency opened at 56.42 
and hit the intra-day low of 56.435 be- 
fore closing at 56.34. Despite the bearish 
trading against the greenback in the 
morning, the local currency closed even 
slightly stronger than Thursday's finish 
(of 56.37 to the dollar. 

‘About $178 million changed hands at 
the spot foreign exchange market Philip- 
pine Dealing System. 

‘Traders said the early morning weak- 
mess was brought about by jitters over 


THE PESO yesteróay fell to 56.435 
against the US dollar before recovering 
inthe afternoon trade. 

‘This developed shortly after the credit 
ratings agency Standard & Poors 
warned the government about its fragile 
fiscal position, while global oil prices 
continued to surge. 

The markets sentiment was also 
weakened by the recent resignation of 
the Philippines investor relations officer 
Cora Guidote after the government’ fis- 


the rise in global oil prices to $52 per bar- 
rel, as well as S&P' latest report, which 
warned of heightened risks to the Philip- 
pines’ credit ratings due to lagging fiscal 
reforms and rising vulnerability to the 
uptrend in global interest rates. 

S&P currently places the country's 
long-term foreign currency credit rating 
at BB or non-investment grade with a 
“stable” outlook, which was maintained 
during its last rating in July this year. 

The BB rating is defined as having 
“substantial credit risk, particularly as a 
result of adverse economic change over 


time, but business or financial altema- 
tives may be available to allow financial 
‘commitments to be met.” 

The credit rating firm said the next 
two to three months would be crucial in 
determining the country’s near-term fis 
cal outlook, as well as the new admini 
trations capacity to initiate and imple- 
ment reform. 

But traders said the peso recovered in 
the aftemoon trade due to remittances 
from overseas Filipino workers ahead ofthe 
weekend. They likewise cited some "offset. 
ting” factors such ds the general rebound of 


‘other currencies in the region which bene- 
fited the peso later during the day. 

The market was also adversely affect- 
ed by the resignation of Guidote, who re- 
portedly came under fire during a recent. 
global roadshow held in Asia, Europe 
and the United States. 

Banking sources said Guidote, who 
was personally disappointed over the 
terms of a recent $1-billion global bond 
offering by the government, felt she 
could no longer function effectively after 
some investors raised the same issue 
during the roadshow. 


Electronics 
exports up 
9.3% to $16B 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


ELECTRONICS and semiconductor exports 
went up 9.3 percent in the first eight months 
to $16.8 billion from $15.4 billion in the same 
period in 2003, according to a group of indus- 
uy firms. 

‘Arthur Young, president of the Semicon- 
ductor and Electronics Industries of the 
Philippines Inc., said the exports rose despite 
slackening of demand in the third quarter. 

"We are seeing a potential uptick [of de- 
mand] in the fourth quarter and we are fo- 
cused on achieving our target of 10-percent 
growth for the year” Young said during a 
press briefing, 

The sector accounted for $22 billion or 68 
percent of the country’s total export earnings 
in 2003. 

Young said electronics exports in August al- 
so yielded $2.2 billion in receipts, an increase. 
of 12 percent over the previous month's re- 
ceipts of about $1.97 billion. 

“Globally, the industry's growth was fairly 
fiat and tended to go downward, but the 
country had the right mix of products (that 
enabled it to post such growth), Young said. 

He added that major companies like Texas 
Instruments, Continental Temic and Philips 
Electronics also moved to expand their орега- 
tions. 

“While the industry is not growing world- 
wide, Asia is still a major attraction globally" 
he said. 

According to Young, the expected softening 
of the world market in 2006 had advanced to 
mid-2005, but there were opportunities for 
the country to post double digit growth next 
year despite this development. 

Industry officials explained that locally, de- 
mand for automotive-telated products, flat 
panel displays and wireless phones were driv- 
ing the continued growth of the market, 


No shortage 
| Е 2M in rice supply 
bi i ; SA уст, says NFA 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


Ew. 


SESS 


THE NATIONAL Food Authority yesterday re- 
ported chat the country had enough supply of. 
Tice sufficient at least for the next 50 days, 

According to NFA Administrator Gregorio 
тап, the rice supply stands at 1.35 million metric 
tons, This would be enough to feed the country 
for the next 50 days, based on the national aver- 
age daily requirement of 27,000 metric tons. 

"But Tan said that the country’s national rice 
inventory “will be beefed up by the main crop. 
harvest that started last month." 

"Of this inventory, the NFA holds 382,000 
metric tons and the private sector holds 
308,800 metric tons,” Tan explained. 

“Tan said that the current price of palay (un. 
milled rice) and rice at the МЕА retail stores are. 
9.60 per kilo, and P17.50 per kilo, respectively. 

“Prevailing prices of palay have been on a 
downward trend, due to the onset of the har. 
vest season which comes by the last quarter,” 
he said. 

As of the last week of September, the NFA 
had already bought a total of 86,638 bags of 
palay under its grains procurement program. 
"The agency is hoping to buy 5.7 million bags 
until December and has a budget of P4 billion 
this year. 

“Rice now sells at an average price of 
19.12 per kilo," said Tan. "Special or fancy 
rice are being sold at about P22.” 

Тап also said that the agency s distribution 
of government rice is heaviest in Manila with 
a daily average of 907 metric tons, followed 
by Bulacan with 382 metric tons, and Cebu 
with 330 metric tons. 

Despite high production yields this first 
semester, the Philippines would still import 
more than 900,000 metric tons of rice from 
other Asian countries to fill up the buffer 
stocks för the entire year. 


Only a few chances left to enjoy the view. 


Heed this last call to experience magnificence in its truest sense. Imagine: outside. 
а spectacular view of the Manila Golf Club in Forbes Park and the Makati Skyline. And 
Inside, a luxurious enclave that exudes a warm yet modern ambience designed by 
Martha Orosa. Tina Periquet and Anton Mendoza. 


FAIRWAYS TOWER 


‘long McKinley Rood 


Nestled at the most prestigious crest of the Bonifacio Global City along 
McKinley R 


44, the 28-storey Fairways Tower raises the benchmark of luxury living to 
а higher level. No surprise then that only a few units are left for the taking. 


Construction on full-swing! 


General Contractor: ЕЕГ 
HLURB License to Sell No. 09083 


[P PHILTOWN 


So hurry! Call us at 8300455 to 57 or 0917-8536539 
or visit us at our site office this weekend. 
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t's true. Much has already been 

said about the so-called death 

of Manila's nightlife scene in 
the earlier parts of this decade. 

As the previous setting for a debauched 
cycle of endless late Rights and early morn- 
ings, the city's bars and clubs were home to 
trendy hedonists, nocturnal coolsters, and 
generally interesting things who simply 
wanted to have a good time. Unfortunatel 
the demise of these establishments, one a 
ter the other, has made the citizens of the. 


night into orphans and has relegated ће + 


‘chemical— and/or alcohol-induced haze to 
the past. But why did it have to end this 
way? To borrow from political strategist 

165 the economy, stupid!" 


ГА 


Orisit really? 


“Do you wanna see something 
swell?” 

Away from imaginary tiaras and monster 
tantrums, door whores and list fascists, and 
seeing and being seen, a new kind of noctur- 
nal scene emerged. Like reality TV, it was 
thoroughly accessible, dressed down, and 
yes, it took place inside your house. Perhaps 
aside effect of being clubbed to death in the 
late '90s, more and more people decided to, 
well, just stay home. Whether one was get- 
ting tanked with liquor from the conve- 
nience store or getting high with other sub- 
stances, the casa became the backdrop to 
many do-it-yourself parties. Likewise, nu- 
merous family-oriented grill restaurants 
sprouted across the metropolis, offering fun 
in the form of P25 beers and bottomless 
sisig. 


‘Areas such as Eastwood and Greenbelt soon 
became destinations for young people who fi- 
nally got bored playing Jenga and drinking gin 
pom. Admittedly, che vibe was still more casual 
than posh—okay more posh than cash in 
Greenbelt—a sign it seems that things are 
shaking up once again forthe party set. 

As in fashion—where hemlines, references, 
and the like—experience a resurgence on a 
cyclical basis, Manila's night Ме is no different. 
Remember, however, that when things do соте 
back, they can't exactly be the same as before. 


“Havel met you before?" 

Lets take a close ook. First, big-name in- 
ternational DJs still make Manila a pitstop, 
uniting the glitterati with the gutteratti un- 
der one phat groove. But despite that, only a 


daring few dance their asses off to the excel- 
lent music. The rest merely scope each other 
ош, stare at the DJ, or wait for their peaks to 
fit: Nex, it has also become apparent that a 
night out now is not abou the music, but 
about sex, not that its a bad thing. Last, along 
with conventional club music, other genres 
have also risen to prominence, giving the fick- 
Je public more options. Among these new 
crews, though, its r&b/hiphop that seems to 
be taking over Manil, not to mention, the 
world. And clubbing doesn't have a lock on 
the night Ме choices ether. These days, one 
can go пиз in a karaoke place, sip moceaci- 
поз, or sweat it ош by playing sports. Indeed, 
funis back but in a new way. 

Everybody's got great stories to tell after a 
highly enjoyable night out. Lately, however, 
they ай seem to inevitably end with the line "It 
feels so different now" f you care to see that as 
a sign of evolution, maybe that’s not so bad. 
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: А nightie less ordinary 
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Tals Diaz г 80 
TWAS a Saturday afternoon, and already 
IE: energy was o thick, 1 could tame & 

like candy 

Beelzebub had surely possessed my mobile 
phone, as it would not stop quivering and bel- 
lowing with text messages from restless city 
rogues who could not wait for the sun to set 
and for night to blanket the ciry. One text mes- 
sage was an invitation for an early intimate 
party with marathon screenings of Fat Boy 
Slim's gig in Brighton Beach, Underworld’s 
transcontinental performances, and The 
Chemical Brothers’ set 'til the rising sun in 
Japan, Yet another SMS had proposed a love- 
ly little idea of getting tanked on Tanduay and 
tequila to spike the afternoon solemnity in an- 
ticipation of the coming nocturnal revelry. 
What was the catalyst of such uncontainable 
exhilaration? The city was getting heady over 
some early Halloween treat that night—Hed 
Kandi had flown into town, and suddenly ev- 
eryone had contracted an aching sweet tooth. 
“True enough, as Le Pavillon’s gates opened 
that night, the party-hungry denizens were 
besieged with shimmering lights, mesmeriz- 
ing graphies onstage and breezy, feel-good 
‘ANIGHTLIFE/CS 


South Spa 


Heaven Goes First Class 


Visit us, and we promise to pamper you and 
renew your weary mind; body and spirit with 
ine-up of world-class services. 


MENU OF SERVICES Shiatsu Massage + Swedish Mosoge + 
Reflexology * Foot Theropy * сор Massage + Fociol Mossoge * 
Double Massoge + Twin Massage + BODY TREATMENTS * Soll Glow 
+ Mud Treatment 


HOME SERVICE AVAILABLE (1:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.) 
Exclusively for Ayala - Alabang Residents 
Call or Text -0917-9614666 


Ground Flor, Kingswood Arcade 
Pasong Tomo cor Vito Cruz Ext, Makati City 
Tel. Nos. 895-4420; 895-4029; 
Telefax: 895-4782 


There’s an upsurge in the party scene 
once again—or haven’t you noticed? 


TAAL 


A Perfect Place... 
for Meetings, Weddings & Lifes Celebrations 
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30 Years and Going Strong 


Text, Starts New PBA Season with a Bang! 


Phone Pals Yancy de Ocampo, Niño бең. 
join TNT muse Anne Curtis and Régine 


‘brought color to the PBA Opening 


Asia's first play-for-pay 
league is back! Tak ‘N Text 
welcomed the opening of the 
30" Philippine Basketball 
Association (PBA) Season 
after a long hiatus last 
October 3 at the Araneta 
Coliseum. The tên teams were 
presented to the public, 
together with their lovely 
muses. PBA Commissioner 
Noli Eala welcomed the 
thousands in attendance and 
the countless others who 
tuned in to catch the Opening 
Ceremonies of the Gran 
Matador PBA Philippine Cup. 

The colorful opening saw 
butterfies and metamorphosis 
аз the underlying theme, as 
the PBA embarks on the next 
phase of its existence. "Asia's 
Songbird” Regine Velasquez 


and 
entertained the PBAS loyal 
fans within the Big Dome, as 
anticipation built for the main 
game. 


business as defending All- 
Filipino champions Так 'N 
Text squared off 
pioneer San Miguel in the lone 
game of the evening. Perhaps 
inspired by the presence of 
team muse Anne Curtis and 
Regine Velasquez, the Phone 
Pals bucked foul trouble from 
reigning 
Taulava. 
scoring from their regulars, 
Talk 'N Text also leaned on a 
clutch performance from Mark 
Таап down the stretch. Telan 
had 9 of his 20 points in the 
fourth -quarter as the Phone 


ders warmed UP 
the crows before 


‘he main game 


rockers Bamboo Pals outlasted the Beermen 
93-89, a fine way of starting 
this promising season. 

The PBA is a staple to 
millions in this basketball 
crazy nation. Так ‘N Text is 
glad to welcome back the 
PBA to the fold. As this 
season unfolds over the 
course of the next, few 
months, you can be sure that 
Talk 'N Text wil be ever- 
present to cater to the needs 
of the millions of PBA fans 
across the Philippines. 

To get alerts on PBA 
scores, Schedules. & news, 
text PBA ON to 204. 


was soon time for 


ith league 


league MVP Asi 
Getting balanced 


Dorian Peña and 
Asi Taulav 
ceremonial 


‘Asia's Songbird meets The Rock, 
Asi Taulava 


PBA himen Busy En афо and 
аи Eala doelared 
е HBA Games open iin? 


drives through traffic 


Photos by Jun De Leon 


О DARE is not always an 

| easy thing to do. You will 
get flack for swimming 

against the tide, your intentions тт Yap 
to fuel positive change will be 

deemed ignoble and people will — "Not every'safe place is sensible. With 

perceive you as a threat. the ever-evolving circus that has become 


REST COPY AVAILABLE 


today, sensibili 
the wine 
says Pepsi girl 
book, Dare. 
‘There isa gr 
who despite il 
dare, break the 
dards for this 4 
come, "They b 
choose to live tl 


al 
e 


uess who's 
aving a baby? 


Im Yap tant—he computes whether I'm 
ps by Steve Tirona safe or not. But with ай the travel- 

ing, I guess my cycle got screwed 
М six weeks preg- up (pun not intended) —t guess it 
һап!” Tessa Prieto- W3 а hormonal imbalance. 
Valdes told me over үм #9 home. my al waited, 


p late. So I just waited and waited. 
phone while we were Bur three weeks isa little long.” 
ussing our outfits be- „So Tessa took a pregnancy test, 
hopping to an event, She was in Tagaytay one week- z 
[e DBE paying for thi for end when she did it. "Two lines" 5 i 
some time,” the Sea Princess , “When we found out, we were i & Monday 
ined to me that this has been both jumping for joy!” Tessa said, N 

f her most ardent wishes her face lighting up even more. я 


fever she does her weekly de- 

in Baclaran Church. “Ask и -— > =p 

е world and youll get tl Im “Tm technically at high risk be- Pati 
рру about this blessinp—1 cause Ive had a miscarriage = igeles City 
even have to kneel down twice." Her doctor Annebelle is: a er jn 
rawi in the asi." ‘Aherrrera warned her. $ Cuin ы Or 10, Жа, Batis sl Reset 

| did not expectthe situation 50 now that the scene royalty Ў Tend Габа Odob 10, 20100 ал. Bab Herencia 


Her hubby Dennis would al- is infanticipating, these are the 
tease her, “But you're so old doctor's house rules: 
Ну" To which she would an- 1. No more belly dancing 


back, “Hey, ifMadonna hada 2. No more flamenco 5 : ы 
at 42, so can I!" 3. No more yoga until three Life is A Series of Events”; 


sa has always wanted to months | « BATIS ASUL CATERERS 
another girl, after her other 4. No more biking and run- 3 TOR 
Bryan 19, Tyrone 9, and An- ning—only walking and swimming. i 

her youngest at. 5 No alcohol 


6. Stay away from fatty foods 2 k 1 б 3 
honeymoon Despite al that, Tessa gushes 3 j а 
signer Rajo Laurel wants about her state, “its amazing Ў à 1 ы 1 


thing else for his fashion how you can be an instrument in 
slash gay icon, “You should creating new life." 

atleast one gay son!” “Now that Tm 41, Гуе never 
how did this all happen? been so fit in my life. Ies really 
h Tessa and Dennis left to about defying your age, if you're 
[рые in the Olympics as fit, youll feel better.” 

f the Swatch team, theyde- о what will Tessa and Dennis 
to take a little side trip and name their soon-to-be-born ba- 
а mini honeymoon in the by? "Athena if shes a girl and 
Adonis if he's a guy—because our 
baby was made in Greece." 


rousing music and drinks that extend to 
Halloween's trick and treats! 


{This OCTOBER Rock v Rol nies at he 
a § Stars wit a толоо festival of ive, 
i e T 
Ë. coutrys best performers. Walch the Batte А 
С UB Bands and свеза Otoberlest wih 
i 


OCTOBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


STARMALL EDSA-SHAW. METROPOLIS STAR STARMALL LAS PIÑAS 
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ie 
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E esus t Lar Movement 
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Е 2004 о Crass hel 
Е EA tom Aon на 
da Bat of he Bands 
4 Open to all amateur bands 
} OKTOBERFEST 2004 composed of 4 lo 8 members, TRICK OR TREAT te 
STAR PASIKLABAN atleast 18 years old. Music may Spm, Activity Hub, 2nd Level 
i Сене чагу from rock, alternative, pop. 
85 даса озо 
ивана зу 
ан AT GALAW 
Р я x 
ee Мше» 7 
3 Tam зт 
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is knowing when to chase and when to change the backdrops of their i i uLWDE GK OR TREAT 
г bungling your knees, lives.” Says the scene's reigning в HMM AND COSTUME PARTY 
ue Торе in her new So, ignore the dinosaurs who block your k y: 3 
pah anid oniy ber o well meaning elders 
| wing number of individuals who shower you with wisdom. Never look К И For Event Detail; Plesee C 
e uphill battle, choose to down on those who are younger and less io ex 
Ep etr eed атап. MEmorous 
eneraion and the ones to never ending process called evolution LV ee str 
lieve in something deeply, Ме encourage you to live life. We dare 7; d 
eir dreams, and know how you to dare, 724-4992 850-3845 
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“Class” 


is in 


session. 


S 


Margarita Delgado 
Shows how to throw ап 


“In honor of a 
did the country proud 


ШЇ! 


Brings family entertainment to a new 
experience in Pampanga and North 
of Metro Manila 


Thousands of famiios donning NET 25 toes in various 
giors trooped to the first wo logs of NET 25 On Tour, a 


Bren Guiao Convention Conter in Pampanga and the 
Ninoy Aquino Stadium in Pasay City wore swarmed with 
Onihusiastic individuals, who witnessed the musical and 
Cultural performances collaboratively staged by NET 25 
elebntios and the local talents of the respective regions. 


The Pampanga celebration had а jampacked audience of 
6.000 which overflowed to the nearby Sports Complex while 


the Ninoy Aquino fostiviies had 7,000 people who enjoyed 
the package of wholosomo entertainment 


00 in the morning, droves came rushing in the 

ome coming from the motorcade and some from 
tho NET 25 sückenng campaign hold in stratogic aroas 
within tho vicinity. 


People Rocked around the booth displays of exhibitors who 
fared food. appliances, food supplements, accessories 
foxporionce to t 


band members 
“The electntying roadshow prosontations was part of NET 
25's campaign to offer om попі опет program 
напон to ks ever-growing viewership. And for sure; moro 
in the coming month as NET 25 On Tour rolls out 
"^ Cavito, Rizal, Laguna, Batangas, Bulacan 


f^ — SATURDAY, 
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ONE drug that 
brings people. 
together: music. 


A nightlife less ordinary 


From page C3 house music. 1 admit 1 was quite 
shocked, although pleasantly so, 
that for once people had not 
hung around the periphery of 
the dance floor with about as 
much energy as a Dorie column. 
Early on, they assaulted the 
dance space, passed around the 
booze, in ecstatic expression of 
the one drug that brings people 
gether: music. 


Recent history 

Т must confess that 1 had be- 
come jaded about what 1 labeled 
the so-called Manila party scene. 

d it wasn't because of the quali- 
of music that we were treated 
to—for in the past few years, we 
had been blessed with such stellar, 
world-class talents as John Dig 
weed, Seb Fontaine, Paul Van Dyk, 
Armand Van Helden and Sasha. 

Oh yes, DJ Sasha .. once had 
the fortune of snagging an exclu- 
sive interview with Sasha а few 
hours before his set. However, 
that mind-blowing interview 
never saw print, only because 1 
was extremely disappointed at 
how the “party” unfolded. When 
Sasha took over the turntable 
that night, I couldn't believe how 
parying could be such sweet 
Sorrow, | was shocked that peo- 
ple just stood around, nursing 
their beers as they surveyed the 
dance floor, engaged in... people 
watching. | was even more dis- 
tressed seeing kids standing in 
front of the DJ booth taking 
Sasha's pictures with their new. 
fangled cell phones. And рег. 
haps 1 was a bit too pushy for ac- 
tually going up to some chicks 
and saying, “Sayaw! Sayaw!” But 
they pointed at their four-inch 
stilettos and said, "Masakit kasi 
eh..." So I asked myself, why go to 
these big parties аг all? Organiz- 
ers pay good money to uplift the 
Manila nightlife scene, only to 
cater to guests who are too self- 
conscious to simply cut loose and 
have fun? Or, to touch on a touchy 
subject—are people just too de- 
pendent on a hit ofe just to be able 
10 enjoy the music? In big cities 
like London, people would pay as 
much as £20 (that’s about 
P2,000) just to watch these Dis 
"til the last record is spun. So real- 
ty, should you throw a party if you 
think you're the most interesting 
person there, to paraphrase Mick- 
ey Friedman? 

So there really was a lull ... 
and thus was birthed a whole 
new era in the Manila nightlife 
story, which was the bar culture. 
Here was a chance for people to 
dress up, go out, spend way too 
much money on a bottle of beer, 
and once again, go people 
watching. 


Love the nightlife 

These days, however, there 
seems to be an upsurge in the 
party scene once again. А big 
factor, 1 believe, is the group 
Bigfish who, in the past few 


years, have not wavered in ro- 
mancing Manila with world- 
class parties and DJs, perhaps 
with the idealistic notion that a 
collective crowd's attitude 
could evolve. | think they 
proved it, too, with their last 
few partes, ‘including God 
skitchen's progressive trance 
trip last August and last Satur- 
day's happy house concocted by 
Hed Kandi. (Incidentally, this 
Manila stint was their next big 
gig after their contract with El 
Divino in Ibiza expired last 
September) Hed Kandi's resi- 
dent DJ Andy Norman said he 
hada fabulous time. 

So what was it about Hed 
Kandi that got people in full rev- 
elry mode? Tuck Cheah, or DJ 
TC, one of the bigwigs behind 
BigFish, had some insight on 
this phenomenon. In spite of his 
humble demeanor, TC has an 
impressive resumé that covers 
two decades of organizing par- 
ties in Sydney, Singapore and 
London. Says TC: "Hed Kandi is 
musie that people can relate to; 
irs commercial music. There isa 
good marker for Hed Kan 
di—from London to Bogota, 
Ibiza to Sydney, people know 
the music because it has market- 
ed itself very well." TC doesn’t 
believe theres a deficiency in 
the Filipino party culture, for it's 
really about bringing in music 
that people can connect with. 
The solution, he believes, is mu- 
sic education. “People do want 
to dance but [think there should 
be more channels for music edu- 
cation in the different genres of 
electronica.” The party scene of 
many cities around the world 
eventually evolved into happen- 
ing hubs because of indepen 
dent college radio stations that 
educated listeners with progres- 
Sive, trance, house and tribal 
beats. Thus, what it really is, за 
cycle of various elements that 
starts off with the fundamentals 
of good music. 

A tip of the hat to BigFish for 
keeping the faith. The group is 
keenly aware of the importance 
of putting value into the experi- 
ence: from sound quality to con- 
ducive partying interiors, down 
to the little details that make a 
difference, like the shower of 
conferti that falls on the crowd 
as the music soars to rapturous 
levels 

And what about die-hard be- 
Hievers who feel that, once again, 
Manila is on the cusp ofa reinvig- 
rated night life? 1 think a friend 
put it best, on the hangover Sun- 
day 1 dubbed as Hed Achey, 
when he said: “Everyone should 
just stop worrying about what 

other people think.” Which is 10 
say, strip yourself of inhibitions 
and social dictates. Partying is an 
ап, after all. And with ar being a 
high degree of self-expression, it 
is essential that one must simply 
let go! 
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Tused to be enjoyed only in Singapore, 
but now Filipinos will have a chance to 
iscover the newest way to get that nat- 
ural high. Believe itor not, when in the old- 
еп times you could only bathe yourself in 
water, now you can lave in nitrogen, and 
you сап do it away from the privacy of your 
own home. (Fine, you can use chocolate 
syrup and whipped cream, too, but you can. 
hardly do that in public) 

How to get that nitrogen fix? Its easy! Just. 
don your finest for a typical gimmick night; 
get ready to dance and, instead of facing the 
usual smoke and fog machines, the mecha- 
nism will blast out N and when it hits you, you 
will feel a sudden rush of well-being. Imagine 
that, 

The country’s first-ever Nitrogen Shower 
Party will waft through your skin at Club Halo 
this coming Friday, Oct. 15, with no less than. 
famous DJ Ricky Stone on the decks. He is fly- 
ing in after a series of successful gigs across 
continents to wow Filipinos yet again. 

АШ can say is: Guys, breathe in. 


Saturday, October 9 


‘Wear red if you don't want to be caught by 
the Fashion Police at Kokun's opening of the. 
new club, Government. The first chumps of 
house music will be heard at the stroke of 10 
p.m., or maybe a little later than that, as party 
animals are usually fashionably late. Еп, аз 
long as you're in style, whatever floats your 
boat. There is an entrance fee thats quite rea- 
sonable. See you tonight as the new Govern- 
ment is revealed, along Makati Avenue: 
Watch out for the steady trail of party heads, 
that usually is a certain sign. 


Sunday, October 10 


The land of BS (Beer, Bach, Brahms, 
Beethoven and Birkenstock) is celebrating its 
month, and one of the events is a very inter- 
esting presentation tonight. Music from the 
Middle Ages and the Renaissance Period will 
be performed by the talented Concert Ensem- 
ble Armacord at the RCBC Plaza. For details, 
сай 845-1324 or log on to wwnwgermany- 
philippines.com 


Monday, October 11 


Can big bucks purchase talent? Or can fan- 
cy jewelry buy creativity? Judge for yourself 
when you've seen the works of pretty boy 
Alexandre Charriol. The name sounds famil- 
iar because, indeed, he is the heir to the jewel- 
ту magnate Philippe Charriol. “Encounters” 
will present the younger Charriols vibrant 
and quite interesting works at the Ayala Mu- 
seum today and you don't need a bracelet ora 
watch to getin. 


Tuesday, October 12 


Issey Miyake is launching its new fragrance 
formen, and if the previous cologne is any in- 
dication of what this one is going to be, the 
women will love it for sure. Personally I just 
Jove Miyake for men so 1 can't wait to smell 
this new scent. The cap will be uncovered for 
the first маёз at 6:30 p.m., Liberty State Inc. 
Reposo Street, Makati City 


Wednesday, October 13 


For artlovers, Antonio Leano's recent 
works are on display at the Art Center, 4th lev 
el, SM Megamall. For more information, dial 
722-9205. 


Thursday, October 14 


Опе of the most intriguing people 1 have 
ever met, Tony Perez is truly a jack-of-all- 
trades, Now he has a solo exhibit going on, 
featuring still lifes in acrylic, oil, pastels, pen, 
ink and poster colors. “Odes to the Triple God- 
dess,” at the Magnet Gallery Paseo de Roxas, 
comer Sedeno Street, Makati City. Ring up 
817-7895 for details. 


Friday, October 15 


Ricky Stone is back from а long absence, 
wowing other Asian countries and just basi- 
cally making noise all over. This talented Brit 
Di is not only ranked in DJ Mag, he has also 
gained a superb following inthe years he has 
been spinning the decks. Come listen to his 
music at ће first-ever Nitrogen Shower Party 
Club Halo tonight, 10-56. Get your legs ready 
for some serious dancing. Club Halo is located 
atthe Mile Long Compound, Amorsolo Street, 
Makati City. 


The Word for the Bored: 

"Tm always described as 'cocksure' or with 
a swagger’ and that bears no resemblance to 
who I fee! like inside. 1 feel plagued by insecu- 
шу" 

—Ben Affleck 


“all style and по 


substance can 
seriously damage 
your image” 


Bathing in nitrogei 


E‏ سس 


SATURDAY 


GE 


fLemon-aide 
| emer 
Giselle Segovia. i7 
Want to get that 
nitrogen fix? Get into 
the bubble world and 
find the answer at Club 
Halo this coming 
Friday, Oct. 15 


coming to Mar 


FOAM party! Foam party! DJ Ricky Stone 
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I1DREAMED I left Manila. 


Dreams are often ambiguous. At best, 
they retain a semblance of reality infused 
with humor and the sepia tint of neglected 
memories, and we wake comforted by the 
certainty that they mean nothing. At worst, 
they masquerade as heralds of divine por- 
tent, mashed with the random ingredients 
ofstrange imagery, unsettling sexuality, and 
alien symbolism, which seem to require at 
tention and scrutiny at a level uncommon in 
the wee hours of the morning. We awake, 
befuddled and bewildered, scratching our 
heads as if attempting to excavate the previ- 
ous night's dream stuf, either nestled deep 
within the ruins of 


Martin Valdes |... 


concrete titans towering above a charcoal 
skyline, the absence of two twin brothers 
just as physical as their once-imposing 
presence. Itis a face that is terribly scarred 
and perfectly beautiful. It is a mythology, a 
reality, and a damn good place to dream, 
WORM O 


SMART Pasaload Greet N | —777— — 

Load is complete your | чт 

special greeting will be sent 

along with an MMS image, pic 
ingone that 


message, logo or 
fully expresses how you feel 


To get info, text 
GIFT:o 232 


m & 


таа 


neither a 
travelogue 


nor a diary. 
Maybea 
combination 
of both, like 


Sos 
"traviary"? 


sleep, or eroded into 
dust’ by the 
ephemeral nature of 
the subconscious. 
Are there literate or 
symbolic roots to be 
found neath the f 
liage of nocturnal 
fantasy? Should we 
be dismissive of 
dreams, or truly a- 
Freud? 
left Manila one 
month ago, ex 
changing that urban 
tangle for another 
metropolitan jum- 
ble even more noto- 
rious for its caco 
phonic паше, 
hodgepodge ^ hoi 
polloi, and break- 
neck lifestyle. Wel- 
come to Manhattan, 
а city of exaggerat- 
ed definition and 
polarized percep- 
tions. This is a city 
of concrete and 
flesh characterized 
by a populace that 
defies characteriza- 
tion, and an archi- 
tecture that remem- 
bers no master. It is 
an island of a mil 
lion islands defying 
John Donne's 
adage, yet con- 
scious of their alle- 
giance to a greater 
binding force than a 
zip code or a nation- 
al flag. It is a smor- 
gasbord of culinary 
adventure, hosting 
thousands of 
restaurants алб 
bars. [tis a chapel of 
a hundred gods, 
pews facing out 
wards and away. It 
is a playground for 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


INT PETER 


SUPPOSED To YES. 


HE'S INSIDE WATCHING 
SOME SILLY FOOTBALL 
GAME THAT'S TED IN THE 
FOURTH QUARTER. 


IN MY LINE OF WORK THESE: 
NM, NOSE REDUCTION 
ARE A LIFESAVER! 


HEADPHONES 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


| Tie cnet vens ы E 
беюп лк Оры 0 
‘их THEM. 


EVERY FAt PERSON ON 
THIS PLANET. 


ACHieve FAME 
You'Re Not бой 


Be ACCOUNTABLE 
FOR ANYTHING? 


aset tn^ waat 
SPiN Doctors 
Age Fog? 


iF 
ме do 


THIS CONTRACEPTIVE. 
DEVICE WILL HELP. 
FILIPINOS STAY, 


E. BAKIT DI MO N- 
SAVE SA AIDS YONG, 
MEA KABABAYAN №7) 


5/YANGA 7) 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


2 Unknown realms. Your personal 
ur friends. You пе 
irthdale of: John 
(QN ARIES (March 21 to 
April]: In discus- 
sions with others today, 
you're like Sherlock 
Holmes. You're determined to get 
to the bottom of something. You 
want the truth the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth. 
E TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Tackle any 
project at work today 
that requires concen- 
tration, scrutiny, research andat- 
tention to detail. You've got what it 
takes right now, so use i- 


increased solitude t 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): You feel play- 
amas 
ee 
bed 1 
ме 
us 
== 
ETE 
Eon 
he — 


tackle those dirty jobs you ve been 
avoiding. They'l be relatively easy. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): This is a good 
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YOU BORN TODAY: You're a shrewd observer о! the human condition. You observe society around you, and 

you understand it well. This intuition attracts people to you. You're sensitive, artistic and not afraid to explore. 
rinership are sometimes al consuming: Nevertheless, you re inspiring to 

is year to learn something important. 

поп, musician; Jackson Browne, composer; Scott Bakula. actor. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Its very easy for 
you to persuade, influ- 

ence and change other 
people's thinking about anything 
today. Everyone wil listen to you 
as if mesmerized. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
+} Sept. 22): Your mind is 
B e a laser today. You 

penetrate things like a 


hot knife in butter. You'll get all the 
facts about financial matters (and 
things related to your job) that you 
want to know. 


LIBRA (Sept. 2310 Oct. 
22): Your love of mys- 
teries is aroused! 
You're attracted to diffi- 

cuit puzzles. You want to solve 

problems and come up with the. 


fight answers. 
formation that you 


need. You'll leave по 


stone unturned. You'll find what 
you're looking for. 
serious, deep and 


~ probing. Nobody can 


fool you today. rede you have X- 
Е 
ео straight win 


you. 
about an idea today. 


You want to tell every- 


ыс 
mA 
SERES 
OENE 

Е. 
he 
"M S 
сг 
ORE 

EU 

= 
EE 
MES 


Somebody s finances. (Hush- 
hush.) 


‘SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 


lous day to research in- 


‘SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Discus- 
sions with a friend are 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): You might 
become obsessed 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): You want big 
answers to big ques- 


PISCES (Feb. 19 10 
March 20): Il you're 
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From page DI 


Tale of two cities 

Similar to Manila in a lot of respects, Man- 
hattan displays some very familiar traits. Traf- 
ficcan be oppressive, especially when it rains. 
‘The crush of people is impressive. Pedestrians 
scamper across streets on red lights. Nightlife 
is a week-long affair, Local celebrities are 
tabloid fodder. Tons of beautiful, young peo- 
ple frequent the horizon. And most unusual of 
all just like Manila--there are so many Fil- 
ipinos here. Гуе traveled extensively and 1 
have never encountered so many Filipinos 
outside the motherland (although I hear Cali- 
fornia and, believe it or not, Guam, are home 
to even more kababayans). 

‘Of course there are striking differences as 
well. The cultural variety is like a fruit basket. 
from Eden—seems like every nationality, ev- 
ery ethnicity, every religion, every sexual ori- 
entation, every political ideology, every finan- 
cial bracket and every social class is repre- 
sented. While spotty at times, mass trans- 
portation is, on the whole, generally reliable. 
Everything is expensive—owo packs of Marl- 
boros in New York is equivalent to a carton of 
Winston Lights in Manila, Brooklyn Lager 
«costs about P270 in a cheap bar, and a steak 
dinner at Morton's will pay for one night at 
the Shangri-La Edsa. Oh, and it gets ridicu- 
lously cold during the winter months. 

My intentions for departing Manila for 
New York are still unclear, both to myself and 
to the cities concerned. Indeed, it is this very 
vagueness that allows one the freedom to 
travel. Even if had specific intents—such as 
school or contractual work ofa certain nature 
—the motivation would be clear only until 
one of the variables changed. But if the move 
itself is the reason, the desire to relocate away 
from familiar territory becomes a challenge 
transcendent of occupation or academic di- 
rection. It does not matter how much money I 
will make, or what multinational company 1 
will be working for, or how many famous ac- 
tors I will meet (although that's a priority). 
The process of surviving the displacement be- 
comes an achievement in itself. 


The Manhattan Project 

My agenda for the following weeks include 
such mundane tasks as 1) finding a place to 
stay, 2) finding work, 3) getting in touch with 
old friends, 4) getting in touch with the inner 
“me” (Oprah says this works), 5) meeting 
new people, 6) locating a local pub to call my 
‘own, and 7) voting in the upcoming Presiden- 
tial elections (guess who I'm going for). Along 
the way, I expect to encounter a slew of un- 
planned adventures and, hopefully, will sur 
Vive these encounters to possess а more de- 
veloped sense of humanity a beter under- 
standing of things 1 don't yet understand so 
well, and Natalie Portmans phóne number. 

This column is about dreams. Dreams of a 
concrete manifestation suffered during my 
conscious hours: of Manila, of being away 
from Manila, of the differences and similari 
ties of these realities. Dreams 1 am currently 
having right now, even as we speak through 
the silent medium of prin. This is not a travel- 
ogue, nor is it a diary. Maybe its a combina- 
tion of both, lke a ... “traviary"? Or better yet 
a "dialogue." A dialogue between cites medi- 
ated by а citizen of both. A communication of 
ethos translated by a linguist of two lan- 
guages. А conversation enjoyed in the compa- 
ny of two distinct cultures recounting past ex- 
periences, comparing present fantasies, and 
contemplating the hopeful expectation of 
‘what dreams may come. 


(Follow the WORM's adventures every Satur- 
day at Super! Email this spineless vermin at 
lasengnomadt@yahoo.com) 
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You reach an age when you desire 


the best comfort and protection. 


Age makes us crave for better quality of life- one that is marked d 
with absolute security, contentment and a lasting assurance cf being 
valued and cared for. However, incontinence alters one's sense of 
security, if not for the assurance of a protective partner. TENA has 
innovative features that provide outstanding leakage security. 
Designed with a dual-core technology, pads are thinner for ease and 
mobility, while maintaining its superior absorbency through highly 
absorbent gels evenly distributed throughout every pad. A dry fast 
core leaves your skin feeling dry. While curved leg arid waist elastic 
features protect against side leaks and back flows. Standing gathers 
provide double insurance against side leaks. And if that isn't enough, 
our wetness indicator tells you when it's time to change. 
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With ТЕМА Adult Diapers, you can live in greater freedom 


sid como than ever helors Fox peaceful days and restful nights. 


Know us more intimately. For a free sample of TENA Adult Diapers, simply cut out this portion К 
апа fax to 809-1230, or send to SCA Hygiene Products Corporation, Р.О. Box 103 Ayala Alabang 
Village, 1799 Muntiniupa City. 
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Name of User: E Brnos (аз Ld d 

First Name. м. Last Мате м D Y "i 

Please send free TENA sample to: | 

Address: Please send mei 

a sample pack of: | 

1 

Zip Code: Super Medium (Day Care) | 

та. но. Maxi Мейит (Night Care) | 

Namo of Respondent: _ _ - A 
Fist ame En La Name 4 

We value your privacy. Rest assured we keep 1 

telative {Professional Caregiver all data in this coupon confidential. 1 
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© Buy a Globe Gizmo Prepaid Phonekit, 


get a bag tag! 
Reload for as low as P25, 


get a ANSE bag! 


© Buy a Globe Gizmo Prepald SIM, 


get a FREE bag tag! 


Reload for as low as P25, 
upgrade your freebie to a tumbler! 


Change your Globe Prepaid SIM to 
a Globe Gizmo Prepaid SIM for only 
PIOO and get а sticker! 
Reload for as low as P25, 
upgrade your freebie to a bag tag! 


© SIM Switch for to 


Globe Gizmo Prepaidl 


Reload for as low as P25, 
get a ARBE sticker! 
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Avallable at Globe Telecom Business Centers 
апа Globe Gizmo booths nationwide. 


Promo period: September 26 to October 31, 2004 
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CAPTION: Roses are red, violets are blue. I 
hhave sex tapes, and so will you! 


By Gino dela Paz 


NLESS you've been hiding 
| under а huge -rock, you 

should be familiar with the 
name Paris Hilton. First, there was 
the partying, the paparazzi photos, 
and the infamous sex tape. Next 
came "The Simple Life,” her book, 
and yes, another sex tape! (Paris just. 
loves making sex tapes, don't you 
think? This new one involves her ex, 


W Nick Carter) Now, comes the cre- 


ative captions from you, the read- 
ers. Again, nothing sexual. (We're 
still atoning for some of the Colin 
and carabao captions we printed 
three weeks ago. Haha! Oops.) 


Though this photo was not— repeat, was 
nottaken from the latest Paris video to hit 
the black market, it still has the same airhead 
heiress, sex kitten vibe that makes Paris a to 
tally watchable and absolutely loveable ditz. 
Lifted from her Guess? campaign, here we see 
Paris sunbathing after her morning prayers 
and inviting her hunky poolboy for a round of 
bingo. Okay we're letting our imaginations 


| run amuck here, but really, that's your job. So 


hop to it, Paris troopers! E-mail us at su- 
per@inquirercom.ph, Lates! 


“Parating naang mga Mulawin!!!” 
SENDER: Cris б. Агада. 


Оһ readers, awesome readers! Super! had 
to wade through about a million or so e-mail 
entries this week to screen the next winner for 
our contest. 

After that, our noses grew by a foot for ly- 
ing about the exact number of captions we 
had in our inbox. But seriously, this week 
yielded more gems than usual, making us re- 
alize that there are so many Pinoys out there 
with a penchant for puns. So where do we be- 
gin, mga tsong? 

On the one hand, close to a dozen of you 
were inspired by shampoo commercials: "Ma- 
hangin ba sa labas?” and “Sumusunod sa 
galaw то!" Great! On the other, a handful got 
ideas from politics itself: “Hair excellency, 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.” Genius! 
But the one that kept us rolling on the ground 
and slapping our knees till they were bloody 
was from Cris G. Arciaga, who deftly com- 
bined a nod to the country’s current “it” telen- 
ovela with the president's hair situation, Two. 
thumbs way up, Cris! For your prize, contact. 
our Super! Dooper! Marketing babes Hazel or 
Ching at 897-8808. 

Of course, we also have to give props to the 
following who made us chuckle harder than 
usual: 

Benj Pagt 

“1 SEE DEAD PEOPLE!” 

Wendy dela Cruz 

GMA: l'm пога morning person. 

Jowana В. Bueser 

Now Showing: Hair Force One. 
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There's a playbook to 
creating the 
quintessential CD for 
this milestone—makes a 
great souvenir, too. 


„Аде against 
the machine 


Gino de la Paz > 


HERES a full moon out and its giving 
, you some really weird energy You're in 
your dad's ride, presumably with only 

a ton of Taco Bell wrappers decorating the 
dashboard. Looking over your shoulder like a 
Syrian defense minister, you go nuts in Arabic. 


Pasarapin ang umaga with the sarap oven-fresh goodness 
in your mind, even if you don't speak a word р 
Of it. So between stoplights, you check your 


camera-ready and way-quotable self on the рона гона Бао гаас аат Сре 


rearview and reflect for а moment: “Breath energy 1 
mints? Check. Deodorant? Check. Cash? Yup. +" you the ا وا اا‎ 


‘Trojans? Hell, yeah!" 

Then, as the hot person riding shotgun 
slings her hand over your knee, your groin gets 
а good tightening, making you go from O to +; 
100 in, like, two seconds. Anticipation is piling 
in from all directions because, yes, you are an 
id-driven dude on his first-ever date and you 


TEL 


Every bite is delightfully crusty outside and deliciously soft 
on the inside. Talagang mabubusog ka dahil siksik sa sarap! 


don’t want to serew up royally. In the middleof - 
the sensory glut, you hit the play button, hor cn ws 
oie audisse enini | You can also enjoy its delicious taste anytime of the day by 
dead air. However, instead of Interpol or Snow 1 a " 
Patrol or Rooney your Ие sisters old Spice simply reheating it. Araw-arawin ang sarap oven fresh 
Gifs CD ass otto your speakers asurein- ; 
vitation to ridicule. Your 20-inch subs could be goodness of Gardenia Pandesal! 
bass-enhanced vacuum cleaners right now. But 
miraculously, your arm candy is not grossed 
out and in fact she hums along ссе шу то 
“Say You'll Be There" and whatnot. At that 
point, you mop off ће sweat gathering above 
Your brow and manage a dorky, pants-pissing 
guffaw. Ha. You, my dear boy, are lucky that 
this first date debacle didn't turn into a life- 
and-death drama. E 
"And really should. There's а school of 
thought—mine—that says the express lane to $ 
ке could easily шга into the long road 
to hell without dhe proper background musie. 
(After all, we're guilty of sound-tracking 
Memorable ocasion; regardless of how rele: 
vant or not, they still are in this age of instant 
gratification, dates are no exception.) Togeth- 
er with a smooth outfit, a megawatt smile, “4 
and average-to-killer conversational skills, } 
the right mix CD—or tape, for the five of you 
out there still holding on to the бгеат—сап ; 
transform you from a random Thursday night 
Joe into a discerning Romeo from another 
planet. Conversely; a cheesy anthology in- 
‘volving jams from the likes of, say, Kenny G, 
Michael Bolton or Josh Groban, can and will 
hurt your date's feelings on a colossal level, 
leaving her stoic and you unable to blitzkrieg {4 
yous vay ate her pats er, heart. Indeed, the 
Tix CD ts а two-way conundrum. So with | 


tongue firmly in cheek, please allow тею | 
share this all-too-friendly how-to since, with- | E 


FRSTDATUED ТТ сосы TI ila 27 rye Siac ج‎ ESR tio TR t 


РТ and it's fast and easy. 
Е гуа 
dem 


{pores 75 
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First date: a music 0095867 


From page EI you're on your way to бр: my love for this kind of mu- 
ping a few cocktails, or sic, my friends started calling. 
outa doubt, there's a playbook to brewskis if she's a rough- ‘me “banana,” a person who is 
creating the quintessential first and-tumble kind of gal yellow on the outside and 
date mix CD. (It makes a great Since you've already estab- completely white on the 
souvenir, too.) lished yourself as an ardent à side. Anyhoo, I don't care, On 
counter-elitist, its time to the rare occasion that 1 will 
Allabout range hint that you're а slow- be asked to DJ, Iwill play on- 
In medieval times, a.k.a. the rolling stud whos out to ly tracks from this band over 
‘80s, the mix tape was a balance моо her, not a date-raping, and over. And over.. 
Of saturation and distortion. panty-collecting caveman 14) The Thrills, "Big Sur" 
These days, the mix CD is all on а killing spree. These (2003). instead of the Lucky 
about range. The first few songs songs should do the trick: Charms leprechaun, these 
that you play as you motor 5) Air, "Kelly Watch The Irish lads channel the Beach 
around are crucial in high-siding Stars" (1998). High '90s Boys, a much better vibe for 
your status as a pop culture vul- Moog music from France, some ad hoctonsil hockey ac- 
ture and the world's most flexible so needless to say it's suave tion. Yeah, its also groovy 
тап, at least when it comes to like Pepe Le Pew. Shell dig a koi pond. 


misi it especially if her name 8, 
NOT RELATED to this article, but Ihave to say Last dich efiort 


1) Pes “Here Comes Your ulm Kel i : eec 
Man" (1989). Frank Black 101 6) Mazzy Star, “Fade In- : aving watched enous 
- it Rachel Bilson and Mita Kunis could be sisters episodes of “Blind Date” and 


STRAIGHT 


for her, appropriate introduction to You” (1993). Who knew 
for you. Starting off with a classic that Hope Sandoval's lazy, ‘comments like, “If ‘Survivor: Van- “Fifth Wheel” to write a book 
presents the depth of your МРЗ otherworldly vocals would make atu’ culminated with a public be- On the subject, you now know 
database in а charmingly rugged this forgotten track from “So heading instead of a nightly tribal that most modem chicks have 
way. Tonight That I Might See" an in- council the ratings would shoot wised up to knuckle-draggers 

2) Thicke, "When I Get You stant prom fave? Play it and right through the roof" and shed who think they can get some 
Alone" (2003). It wouldn't hurt watch her bury her head in your still think you had hung the moon. nookie after the first date. Being 
to suggest hot jungle love with shoulder Granted you сап find your sea legs ап enthusiastic person, however, 
some Beethoven mixed іп witha 7) Wilco, “I Am Trying To ina haze of Vanilla Coke and rum, Уой still think you can go from 
litle Stevie Wonder, now Break Your Heart" 2002). за its time to dial it up а notch апа first to fourth base with these up- 
wouldn't it? And if it comes from may really be a roughhousing lib- make out, with the following in beat songs: pote e 2 
los Anger answer to Jamim- eral arts dropout, but she'd as- the ambience: E I sS салала 
quai, i's bound tobe sheerclass. sume you меге а sensitive Philos- ^ 10) The Eels, “Damn I Wish1 The Middle” (1973). Hopefully pj» (2000). “Wave your hands if tally must listen, in my book. 

3) Kanye West, “We Don't ophy major with this standout was Your Lover" (1996). she wont read too much into the you're not with the man! goes 19) Whitesnake, "Here I Go 
Care" (2004). Keep it real with from “Yankee Hotel Foxtrot.” You Recorded live from Vancouvers line that goes "Clowns to the leftof England's beloved chunky and Again” (1987). Go out with а 
this year’s most prolific producer- should get away with it if you The Starfish Room, this deep and me / jokers to the right” and just thoroughly self-deprecating рор bang with this thrill jockey, frat 
performer this side of P Diddy don't mention how you boozed it dark cover of Sophie B. Hawkins’ See the sexy beast that you ате,50- star. Bask in your nearconquest boy glam rock road song. It's not 
Land. Personally, this is my fa- up between classes. 1992 hit would make your tiny la- Phisticated beyond his years. авы 
vorite jam from his debut “Col — 8) Chris Cornell, “Sunshow- dy slow-dance in no time. 16) The Killers, “Somebody кын DAC Uii). 
lege Dropout” because it reminds er” (1997). This is something the 11) Paul Weller, “Wishing Оп Told Me" (2004). This ander CO player n oci os 
те of the knockout fish tacos in  nightcrawling masses will never А Star” (2004). Pitchfork the Be- lead-off track from the CD emea ai pe iw eae 
Santa Monica, California. As Ош. think of playing, so you get points yoncé version to the side for once "Hot Fuss” has a very manent ass groove onto the 
kast says, “бо fresh, so clean.” for creativity. Taken from the and give this one a spin. This is seedy Vegas cabaret feel Чан тик, NOW ВЕКЕ 
Party in the hizouse! “Great Expectations” soundtrack, from the ModFather's current col. and recalls the sounds of یا‎ betes кар DAE 

4) Modest Mouse, "The it can also serve double-duty and lection of covers, “Studio 150," so video-poker addicts, daingh fus eto hy 
View” (2004). End the intro part help you greet the sunrise. irs guaranteed you will become shrimp buffets and yes, of tie tulle i Ий 
with something from this highly Sweet. the Jude Law to her Sienna Strippers. Maybe shell get With thoughts of your sec- 
original Washington trio. "The 9) Les Nubians, “Come Sun- Miller Or Johnny English at the hint. 1 mean, Las Vegas ond date and its correspond- 
View" is taken from the lo-fi gem, day" (2001). Show me l'argent! least is the sexiest place to hang fy mix CD swing fa your 
“Good News for People Who Love Track S from the souljazz tribute ` 12) Superdrag, “Sucked Out” Outin the planet, right? cranium, you check yourself 
Bad News.” BS. The band is set to Duke Ellington, “Red Hot + In- (1996). From slow dance to pogo 2 [чүге Уи ака 
for a cameo performance in “The digo," is righton the moneyin ће dance, it’s important to know The drive home Я again, smugly pat the Tro- 
OC" Season 2! romance department. It’s Sade how- but more importantly, _ Possible late-night up- peste es page И 

wwithoutthemuzakbaggage! ^ when—to rock thecasbah. Who chucks aside, now's the ШЙ the pedal tothe heavy met- 
Time to woo her 2 Sucked out the FEELIN? Now ime to add some contrast Se Adam Sod 2) di 

At this point, bee be For RUN we're talking. EE didn't get your freak on ing your hatchback into 
done with the stock dinner-and- — 1f you did the job right, you " 13) Phantom Planet, “Hey but at least you're booke эк еН IP KR : 
сыен dui be ait ay dudes ы Cam Games fr Dee 2) Wah de СО, RENE 


evening ending earlier than ex- with this one before you sober up 
pected, you have a small win- and turn the car into an absolute 
dow of time before Pop starts vomitorium. 

looking for his car and Mom 18) The Streets, "Weak Be- 
calls for a search party. Remem- come Heroes” (2002). Not giv- 
bering five immortal words ing a crap about tempo or any- 
from your unsatisfied inner par- thing like that, Mike Skinner's 
ty animal—"Chug if you're fun, idle cadence underscores ulti- 
dude!"—you пу to down a ga- mate geek redemption. Нез like 
lon of beer in one go. For the the Seth Cohen of Birmingham, 
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“Four teams of three members each. (two same sex and one ‚ opposite sex) 
will shop, hunt, perform, ‘physicahand mental challenges within SHOEMART malls 


Metro Manila. A test of stre: gth An Ч speed! P100,000.00 in cash, 
awaits the а бр to. of nish. Full radio coverage 


ipdates within GMA 7. 


For details please contact Blazin105.9 at 890-1296 
Fax us at 890-3505 Or email us at: blazint059fm yahoo.com and join this exciting race 
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THE HIVES 

offer alittle 
more for || 
Tittle you 


Hail hail 

ап Пап E. 
spit n drool 

One hour was enough to convince me that this band 
will conquer the world 


By Johan Egger that a mythical’ figure called more for your little you." 
Contributor Randy Fitzsimmons once put Howlin’ Pelle Almqvist, 
the band together and is still Nicholaus Arson, Chris Danger- 
N APRIL 2001 1 watch a bunch writing all the songs. More ous, Dr Matt Destruction, and 
of cocky Swedes dressed in Йа: titles—try the follow- Vigilante Carlsroem are back, 
B ing “Two-Tim- and you are gonna like what 
black and white tell the hun- ing you are about to hear The 
dred people gathered in a tiny uni- and “А Little More For Little Hives offer а little more for lit 
versity venue in Swederi that they You.” This last one is the most tle you. 
are about to conquer the world. brilliant song of the 
‘The band is a warm-up act. The year 
band is called The Hives. Hive lyri 
: lyrics 
‘An hour later, I believe that they might ac- "У ч | > : ENERGEL 
tually be able to conquer the world. sedem ; Е бис The next 
In February 2002 i watch a bunch of cocky 11У чет о site INVITATIONAL " 
Swedes dressed in black and white tell the Was fo geta little ie 4 : * -] | generation 
two thousand people gathered in a long-sold O "AE а little true ge ink 
out university venue in Manchester England, i; You spent your à » | ыле да! 
that they аге about to conquer the world. The ш up Pupil b 1 а 
band has got syle. The band is called The по. Tose marks £ j : S К oem 
An hour later Lam convinced that they will O" Your, face just B \ 
actually be able to conquer the world. LR tise 
In 2004 a bunch of cocky Swedes dressed zi they told you to 
in black and white have sold hundreds and АП they told you to 
hundreds of thousands of copies ofthe compi- “29 Set a little 
lation "Your New 
Favourite Band.” The 
band has toured from 
‘Tokyo to Trondheim; 
and reintroduced 
rock in the main 
stream. The band al- 
ready — conquered 
MIV with the fantas- 
tic rock epic "Hate To 
Say 1 Told You So." 
The band is now 
about to conquer the 
world. The band is 
called The Hives. 
1 “Hate To Say 1 


Told You So,” but 1 
saw this coming. f 
Interesting music е у 
Fagersta, Sweden, ма. m 
a small industrial А 


THIS BAND has got style 


town where boredom 
is the ruler, is home 


ы ornstarch 


home of The Hives. 
Just ike the industri 
al Mecca, Manch- 
ester once proved Hf. Л 
that boredom is a re- ~ ince 7 95 = 
quirement for imer- 

esting music, the in- 
separable The Hives 
Amd Tagersia, have 
again proved that 
this is indeed the 
case. Just as Manch- 
Roses, The Smiths, 
Oasis; and Joy Divi 
son, Fagersta has 
given us the The 
Hives, and The Hives 
have just given us 
their third album, 
Hives?” 


© 


Mechanic rock 
“Tyrannosaurus 
Hives" is more of 
everything. Моге ^ 3 s ‚ 
style—The Hives m 5 apis, ie 1 f: 5 1000m 
look better than ev- У; СТЕЛА ООД А. wg tance 
л um com A чуч d 
i А ЙД ^ Ame > ^ (Suet Chisel) 
itself is a good indi- $ 
cation. More [ie E dun new! 
melodies—the j $ i j оме. TOUCH 
band now adds a É AVA NAP YL У ENA 1 RETRACTABLE PEN 
touch of the Ra- G if f 2 
mones to the me- 
chanic rock, adding 
atmosphere with- 
ош losing edge 
More mys- 
tique—the тель 
bers of the band 
still stick to their 
artistic names, and 
the band still claim 


SMART Gold presents Britain’s newest music 
sensation on a limited engagement. 
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jj By Tim Yap 
Photo by Steve Tirona 


ROM lead roles 
onstage, һе 
hopped "on air" 


and tickled us with his 
wisecracks and savvy 
spiels on Studio 23. 

One of the few who have 
successfully crossed over 
from theater to mainstream 
television, there is nothing 
mainstream about ЈМ Ro- 
drguez. Keeping his indie 
cool even in the thick of show- 
biz Kitsch, this guy is one bun- 
dle of energy and talent—his 
peers in the industry know 
this all too well. 

Afer his breakthrough 
roles in shows like “Rent,” 
“Darna and a host of Reper- 
tory plays and musicals, the 
most sensible thing for this 
inimitible llonggo to do is to 
break into recording. He 
chose the path of a VJ and 
[| comedy actor instead. His im- 

peccable comic timing, 
shaped by years of thespic 
training served him well. It is 
a surprise that the networks 
fail to see this fact, 

Now moving on (their 
batch of Studio 23 Vis—Bian- 
ca Araneta and Tricia Chiong- 
biar's contracts will expire this 
monti), JM sets his sights on 
mew things, new shows and 
new adventures to conquer. 
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& BPI Express CREDIT 


This is Mommy and Sam when 
they found out they can buy 
the game station at cash price 
instead of card price through 
BPI Express Credit Classic.* 


Give yourself more credit, 


*™ enjoy this feature at Abenson, Ambassador, Anson's, Automatic Centre, SM Appliance Sogo, Wsltermart and Western appliance stores. } 
‘Cal 600 You may also visit any of our branches, Express Banking Centers or wonebplexpresoniinecom 
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> A tradition of leadership 


Doors open at 10am. 
Show starts at 4pm. 


You have six hours o find a spot with a good view of Jasmine Trias 
singing “love ko ‘to? at Glorictts, October 9. Megamall, October 10. 


Make Josmine's song your own. Download her ringtone by typing lovekoto, then send it to 2366. 
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"The thing about fame is: 

itis fleeting, so you should never get 
attached to it because at the end of the 
day what is most important in life is 
that you are appreciated by the peopl 
‘who matter to you. 

‘The thing T love most about what I 
dois 

T get to make а living out of my pas- 
sion for singing, acting and hosting 

People might be surprised to know 
ваат 

Moody, critical and sensitive 

The most important thing I have 
ever learned, 

You cannot change peop 
can try to change yourself 

1 wish when I started off I'd been 
told that 

Having a lot of friends is good, but 
keeping а handful of trustworthy ones 

better 

The we 
tome 

Being rushed to the emergency room 


but you 


st thing that ever happened 


after an accident. 

‘And what this taught me was: 

To be cautious and responsible. 

The happiest moment of my life 
was: 

Bowing to the standing ovation of an 
international audience 

"The secret to happiness is: 

Being at peace with yourself and ot 

My best ever outfit consisted of: 

A kick-ass tshirt, a great pair of jeans 
a would be better without: 

My Super! Saturday night consists 
E 

Laps in the pool, a sumptuous dinner 
with Friends or family, a few drinks and 
dancing, and then а full eight hours 
sleep. 

"The soundtrack to my life would 
Free by Ultra NATE—You're free to 

you gotta live 


inmy life. 
Seasons of Love Measure your life 
inLOVE. 
My favorite subjects include: 
, Music, English, Oral English, Chem- 
ту 
During my spare ti 
Swim, run and try ne 
If I were invisible 
would; 
Make “boso. 
The thing that makes me most an- 


е, I lovet 
urants 
га day I 


'anipulative and inconsiderate peo- 
ple. 

Tf I were the most powerful person 
on earth I would: 

Pay the national debt and rid our 
country of poverty end make Manila 
the broadway of Asia. 

"The best thing about family is: 

‘They will always be there for you no 
matter what 

‘When I'm gone they/ll probably say: 

That guy was crazy but he was tal 
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If money were no object, I would: 

Spend half the year in Manila and the 
other half in New York. Fly afew of my 
friends with me to New York, London, 
then Ibi 

When I retire T would like te 

Have improved the status of theater 
in the Philippines. 

The world would be a much better 


much love. I cannot imagine living my 
life without them. 
he thing that makes ту 
living i 
H 
old with. 
My greatest hope for the future is: 
Advancement in technology, the cure Ê 
to cancer and other sicknesses and, of 
course. world peace. 
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‘Lahat Ng Pumutok $a Tak 53 
Dito Nila Maririnig: - 


Pido Dida i Pido Dida 2 Singles 1Will Survive! Batang Quiapo 
031207 code:1A206 code:1A276 code:1A191 code:1A252 


me Апо Bang ^ Pakisabl Anghel Maklusap Ka Pahiram ng 
In Love Meron Ка? Na Lang Sa Гира Sa Diyos Isang Umaga 
; code:1A260 code:1A246 code:1A268 code:1A245 code:1A266 code: 14267 
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Sanib Bahay Ni Lola Th 
5 anak Spirit Warriors 
"UAZIA собәлА250  code:iA282  соЧепА?5! 
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HUBOG 
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Bawat tawa, гата, „| 
comedy, 3 за lyo, riot ва aliw! Kaya mag-download па. ng агата, с 
n horror, o sexy na ringback aye ditg iang sa myGlobe Ringa 


Text the <CODE> to 2332 Example: Text 1А201 to 2332 


Tolisten toa рек, text H <space> <keyword> to 2332 Ex. Text H IA201 to 2332 You will receive a text message to call 2332. 
For more ringback tones, go to the myGlobe WAP site. Under What's Hot, click on myGlobe Ringback 
Rates: P30/download for 30 days, P2.50 per info request. P SImin call 
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| HAVE you ever imagined that it could be possible 
{na garden хатаа Andy" Locsin, Je remarked, 

| eas пабе бош, Locsin Pores i 

[the architectural consultant for Serendra, the 

$ newest residential community development of Ay- 

T. sla Land ше. (ALD and Community Innovations, 
Ine. (CIN atthe Bonifacio Global Ci 


Alow-density residential community 

Seton a 12-hectare development site, Serendra is 
envisioned to be a low-density residential commu- 
nity with a cluster of low to mid-rise sections sur- 
rounded by open spaces, greenery, and landscaping 
that will occupy as much as two thirds or about 65 
percent ofthe total area. "I think the developers are 
trying to break new ground in terms of a new rypol- 
ову for condominium design,” Locsin noted, “witha 
very high degree of civic mindedness about the en- 
vironment, about not over building, and being quite 
generous about gardens. I suppose you would feel 
much more human in a place like this.” 


"One of the primary objectives of the project was 
not to go fully high-rise,” Locsin explained, “much 
like what you see in many European cities where 
mid-rise apartments have a much more human 
scale as opposed to the gigantic towers where you 
feel very detached from the ground. In this particu- 
lar project, опе of the points of reference was really 
for the buyer or the resident to feel that somehow 
they were attached to the garden below" 


The garden is the most prominent feature 

"The garden became a very prominent feature of 
the whole development, pocket gardens, and then 
the main garden in the center” Locsin remarked. 
Garden-level units open out to the main gardens. 
and terraces where you can enjoy your coffee at 
sunrise or cocktails in the evenings. Or if your unit 
isin a higher floor, you only have to go down a few 
fights and out into the yard, like what you might 
до if you lived in a house with a backyard, where 
you can kick a ball around or jump in a pool. 

‘Serendra’s master plan followed European 
building tradition characterized by multi-level 
housing units that afford residents different kinds 
of views and wide, open spaces. 

Multilevel, Low to Mid-rise Sections Make 
Serendra Special 

"Section A, in both Districts of the development, 
go from six stories to nine stories; Locsin ex 
plained, "while Sections B and C of District 1 will 
have from seven to about 17 stories. When you 
look at the entire area in elevation, the building 
starts ata very low level where the retail area is at 
the center, and then sort of bend up on both sides. 
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garden 
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‘The building gets exponentially higher as you go 
‘outwards. There is recognition that the property is 
high value and people who will buy and build іп. 
the surrounding areas are not going to put low 
buildings. So it will be surrounded by tall build- 
ings, which makes Serendra even more special, 
with its low to mid-rise feature as a very strong 
selling point.” ' ` 


Santa Monica-based MRY Architecture infused 
with Asian Filipino theme as designed by Locsin 
Serendra was designed by Santa Monica-based 
Moore Ruble & Yudell Architects, in collaboration 


‘and influences into one visual whole and create ап 
Asian-Filipino theme for the buildings." 

"The bahay na bato, the pseudo-colonial adap- 
tation of the bahay kubo, became the source of in- 
spiration of the architecture. We worked with MRY 
to develop that language,” Locsin revealed. “Ifyou 
Jook at how it was put together, there is a tripartite 
division of the architecture. You have a heavy base 
that is articulated in stone, and then a lighter up- 
per body with some transparencies and сап- 
tilevers, and a pitched roof that caps the structure. 
It is actually a peculiar thing. You cannot do it iter- 


[m 


An AYALA Community 


ally because you cannot take a classical bahay па $ 


bato and stretch it out that long. It will simply look. 
weird. The idea is to take the essence of the archi- 
tecture and re-interpret it " 


A design solution inspired by indigenous 
architecture 


"In essence, all Sections have shared features, 
Locsin noted. "The feeling is similar. But with 


more stories in Sections В and С, whatis very clear | 


is that you cannot do exactly the same thing ав 
Section A. This business of just a base and a body 
‘and then a roof doesn't quite work on a slightly 
taller building. So we added this element, which 
again was inspired by our indigenous architecture. 
We took the tukod or bracket that is commonly 
used to keep the windows of the bahay kubo open. 
‘We still had the base and body, but at the topmost 
floors, we introduced the tukod, so the roof be- 
came wider. They support the end of the eaves and 
they actually carry rainwater. Its not totally the li 
eral tukod of the bahay kubo. For one 


made of steel. The adaptation cut the long body in- 


toa more human scale.” 


“vis architecrure that has not been done here on 
that kind of scale,” Locsin remarked, "but it has this 
look that is clearly very different from anything you 
have ever seen. More than anything, Serendra is a 
people-driven place. It is halfway between a house 
; And the gardens, 1 think, will be its 


and a cond 
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“SPARKLE! This is what we wanted to empha- 
size, the sparkle of the unit,” remarked interi- 
ог designer, Marion Coscolluela. Together 
with daughter, Mara Coscolluela-Quintal, 
Marion designed the 3-bedroom model unit 
of District 1 in Serendra - the innovative, mid- 
rise condominium building development of 
Ayala Land Inc. (ALI), Community Innova- 
tions Ine. (CII), and the Bases Conversion De- 
velopment Authority (BCDA) at the Bonifacio 
Global City. 

"You notice the sparkle in the mirrors and 
the glass and everything else, including the 
chandelier and other lighting fixtures," Mari- 
on expounded. The mirrors also helped open 
up the space. "But we didn't put mirrors just 
forthe sake of putting them,” Mara explained. 
"We had to study the space. There is a reason. 
why you have mirrors on one side of the room. 
and noton the opposite wall." 

You immediately experience this sense of 
space as you enter the foyer. You notice the 
niche where the image of Quan Yin, Goddess. 
of Mercy, seemed to float. It actually sits on a 
plexi-glass base that jots out of the wall. The 
niche added depth to the otherwise narrow 
space. “The entry point pretty much dictated 
how we ed this particular uni,” Mara not- 

There is no division between the living and 
dining areas. "We kept the space open,” Mari- 
оп explained, “since it is also the access from 
the kitchen to the main door: We did not put a 
wall in between or even a low partition.” The 
efficient layout of the spacious Serendra con- 
dominium allows the potential homeowners 
to create a great design for their unit without 
having to spend more on re-doing the entire. 
layout, In the model unit, the interior design 
ers did not have to do any structural changes. 
No changes were done on the floor and there 
was no need to re-configure the walls. “We 
simply brought down the ceilings a bit to ac- 
commodate the lighting fixtures that we 
wanted to put. The ceiling is also used to de- 
fine each space," Mara pointed out. “This is 
the basic unitas it would be turned over to the 
buyer” 

Marion defined the style they used as mod- 
ern-contemporary.Itis basically he style they 
are well-known for and sought after. "People 
sometimes perceive modern as too cold, but it 
depends on the material used. The contempo- 
rary softens i,” Mara explained. “I's а 
‘warmer approach but atthe same time fresh.” 

Abit of the Oriental touch is found in the 
accessories and accent pieces. Even the plants 
have that bonsai look. The lines are clean but 
mot flat, with attention given to texture, 
whether it's the texture of the glass bowl оп 
the coffee table or the wood beads of the 
placemats on the dining table. The artwork on 
the wall of the dining area is particularly ar- 


resting. Itis a palm leaf etched on metal. "The. 
carving adds depth,” Marion pointed out. 
“while it is made of metal, it does not come 
across as very cold.” The rich texture of silk 
and suede is found in the upholstery. The gen- 
erous-sized throw pillows underscore the 
overall feeling of comfort and abundant 
space. 

Taupe and mocha with touches of green 
were the colors used. “Our palette is muted,” 
Mara remarked, “because it's always easier to 
add more color later on." The same applies to 
accessories. "fou can just keep adding stuff,” 
Mara remarked. “We give the owner that 
space where they can add whatever they want 
to add later on. So when they walk in, they 
don't feel that it's already so full and crowd- 


"Most of our clients go for the uncluttered 
look,” Marion noted. “At the same time, they 
also ask for storage space.” This is the chal- 
lenge in most condominiums. with limited 
space. But with its efficient layout, enough 
space is provided in the Serendra condomini- 
um. Storage space can also be found incorpo- 
rated in the furniture, Marion explained. "Our. 
night tables have drawers or cabinets, and we 
also make use of shelves. In the master bed- 

тоот, we have a credenza with drawers that 
provide ample storage space.” 

‘A king-size bed dominates the master bed- 
room with room to spare for a sitting area. A 
build up on the wall behind the bed was done 
to achieve a recessed portion that also serves 
as a headboard. The walk-in closet is a wel 
come feature that adequately answers the 
need for storage space. A study table finds its 
place at one end of the hallway just outside. 
the master bedroom, "for the lady of the 
house." One of the two other bedrooms was 
transformed into a den with a plasma TV for 
entertainment. The 3-bedroom units at 
Serendra District 1, with floor areas ranging 
from 170 to 300 sqm, are ideal for families 
with teenagers, with enough room for indi- 
vidual privacy, rest, and relaxation as well as 
space for bonding moments with the family. 

Kitchens in Serendra are roomy enough for 
your basic appliances and allow you to move 
freely within that space. The maid's room ad- 
jacent to it can even fit a double-deck bed to 
‘accommodate perhaps more than one helper 
to maintain the 3-bedroom unit, which is suit- 
able for a fairly sized family. The laundry 
room can easily hold a good-sized washer and 
dryer without being crowded. 

“This condo unit meets all the require 
ments of a home,” Marion noted. “It is really 
like а complete house.” At Serendra, a 
lifestyle of understated elegance in the com- 
forts of a spacious home is yours, even while 
you enjoy the delightful convenience of con- 
dominium living. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2004 


‘Most of our clients go for the uncluttered look,’ Marion noted. 
‘At the same time, they also ask for storage space.’ This is the 
challenge in most condominiums with limited space. But with 


its efficient layout, enough space is provided in the Serendra 
condominium. 
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The Serendra Pavilion: Prelude to a dream community : 


Make no small plans. They have no magic to stir men's blood. 


-Daniel Burnham, city planner 


QUIETLY nestled within the Bonifacio 
Global City's rolling fields is an impres- 
sive, one-storey structure tucked be- 
neath a row of tall, mahogany trees. Sit- 
uated in the middle of sprawling greens, 
Serendra's Sales Pavilion is a breath of 
fresh air amidst the high-rise structures 
that have proliferated all over this cen- 
tral business district. А gallery-cu 
showroom, the Sales Pavilion, with its 
landscaped pocket gardens, trellises 
and gazebos, replicates the environ- 
ment, atmosphere and ambience of 
what will soon stand as Ayala Land's lat- 
est development in cooperation with 
Community Innovations Incorporated 
(CID and the Bases Conversion Devel- 
‘opment Authority (BCDA), Serendra. 
‘The result of an intense collaboration 
among a team of four architects, nine 
interior designers, a team of landscape 


area, Serendra is 12 hectares of sprawling gardens, 


tree-lined walkways, wading pools, playgrounds, 


and multi-purpose courts. It’s near several prestigious 


Built in the highly accessible Bonifa 


architects along with Ayala Land's in- 
house team of designers, the Serendra 
Pavilion is the first ofits kind. While typ- 
ical residential developments use mai 
stream model units with tiny offices as 
sales tools, Serendra utilizes the wide, 
‘open spaces at the Bonifacio Global City 
as a backdrop for its 2000 sq. m. Sales 
Pavilion. “Potential buyers get a feel of 
what Serendra will be like through their 
experience at the Sales Pavilion," says 
architect Edwin Yabut, department 
manager at Cll. 

The Serendra Pavilion's expansive 
driveway-the focal point of which is а 
calming water feature - leads to a gar- 
den surrounding the structure's perime- 
ter. With architectural elements such аз 
trellises and a gazebo dotting the exten- 
sive open space, one immediately expe- 
riences how Serendra offers a garden 


and charming residential units that 
marry European-inspired masterplanning 
and Filipino warmth and sensibility 


You'll also find game rooms, restaurants, 


schools, hospitals, and some of 
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Now, there's more of Serendra to explore and experience. 
For inquiries, call Ayala Land, Inc. at 848-5000, email: serendraGayalaland.com.ph 


io Global 


the world's best shopping as well 


paradise in the middle of a busy, urban. 
district. Из contemporary exterior clues. 
potential buyers in on Serendra's mod- 
ern take on Filipino architecture-a ba- 
hay na bato-inspired structure that puts 
а modern spin on traditionally Filipino 
elements such as lanterns, large win- 
dows and free-flowing spaces. 

The same grandiose quality is carried 
over to the Sales Pavilion's interiors. De- 
signed by architect and interior design- 


er Bernie Miranda (Oakwood, One Rox- | 


as Triangle, Greenbelt 3 Cinemas), the 
Pavilion's high ceiling and wide; open 
plan areas conjure an inviting and 
friendly atmosphere, “When one thinks 
of a showroom, one immediately has 
ideas of elegance and opulence,” says 
Miranda. "With the Serendra Pavilion, 
we wanted to create a space that’s not 
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Chilled drinks and warm laughter by the poolside. 


Moonlit 


of the breeze through the trees as you held hands. 
Posteard perfect moments all. And definitely not 
what you'd expect to find a mere 10 minutes from 


the heart of Makati. But here at Serendra, you'll find 


strolls along cobblestone walks, The serenade 


that you don’t need to go far to get away from it all. 
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yourself at home instead. 


Where other residential properties force you 

to choose between accessibility and space, ^ 
Serendra gives you both and more. 

Ws far enough from the daily grind to make you 

forget the tedium of the rat race. 

It’s near enough to make sure families have more 

time together. And spacious enough 

to make sure such moments are 


enjoyed to the full. 


Serendra. We're sure you'd love 


to visit But we'd rather you made 
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Your family's sanctuary In the city. 
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AYALA Company 
AYALA LAND, INC, 


District 1 Sections B & C are now being offered. 
or visit www.serendra.com. HLURB License to sell no.: 10412 and 10464. 


Almost all units now 
have garden views 
buta selected few 
will have premium 
add-ons like 
wraparound views 
(from three sides of 
theunit) along with 
full height glass 
windows in the 
master's bedroom to 
better enjoy the 
allure of Serendra's 
lush surroundings. 
Owning a unit here 
also makes a perfect 
refuge from the 


hurried life in the city. 


E E 
GUESTS take a look at the Serendra scale 


newest addition to the development: District | Sections B and C 


a 
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Renewed interest for Serendra seen 
with the launch of garden view units 


Serendra offers homes with beautiful garden views 


‘THE RECENT event at Serendra featured hundred-year-old Bonsai trees to highlight the 
development's unique garden concept 


‘model featuring the 
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SALES are expected to reach a high note for 
Serendra, Ayala Land Inc. (ALI) and Commu- 
nity Innovations, Inc. (СП) newest residen- 
tial community development at the Bonifacio 
Global City as investors and interested home- 
buyers flocked to the recent launching of its 
new sections with more “Garden View 
units", 

‘According to Kate Ilagan, ALI senior divi- 
sion manages, the garden view feature 
sparked renewed, if not greater interest for 
Serendra. “We gained valuable feedback from 
the successful sales turnout of Section A. This 
‘actualy helped us with the enhancements ap- 

їп District 1 Sections В and С in Seren- 
dra such as bigger units with generous bal- 

Almost ай units now have garden views but 
selected few will have premium add-ons like 
wraparound views (from three sides of the 
чай) along with full height glass windows in 
the master’s bedroom to better enjoy the al- 
lure of Serendra's lush surroundings. Owning 
а unit here also makes a perfect refuge from 
the hurried life in the city. 

‘The development, composed of low to mid- 
rise sections set amidst wide open spaces and 
various themed gardens, allows a lot of room. 
to play, relax, stroll, lounge, or simply hang 
out. Serendra is designed to give its residents 
a different lifestyle; a community that is more 
people-oriented, a place where people inter 
act with one another, a healthy environment. 

Tagan admits that there has been clamor 
for bigger, higher units in other sections of 
Serendra but, “We are all committed to the vi- 
sion ofthis project. Из concept is unique so we 
feel we should be faithful to it.” 

‘As Serendra launches more exciting new 
sections, Iagan further asserts, "We remain 
true to our promise and that is what we are 
going to deliver” 


‘THE FAMILY room at Serendra's special three-bedroom model unit. This unit, designed by Anna Sy, was first opened to the public 
during the recent launch. 


The Serendra Pavilion: Prelude to a Ho community 


From page G3 


intimidating. Something contempo- 
rary and simple that today’s young gen- 
eration can identify with." 
While Serendra may be grand in 
1 scale, the Pavilion welcomes its pa- 
Í trons with a tangible familiarity that is 
? comfortable and non-threatening. The 
1 large circular receiving area opens into 
1 alarge sales lobby, which houses an ex- 
| tensive scale model of the development 
{ as well as nooks where potential buy- 
ers can interact on a personal level 
? with Ayala Land's sales representa- 
| tives, What started out as a design in- 
spired by a museum or an art gallery 
; slowly evolved into a homey structure, 
^ which directly translates and shows 


Benaw 


potential buyers the quiet and serene 
lifestyle offered by Serendra. “The at- 
mosphere is very relaxed," says Miran- 
da, who explains that walking into the 
Serendra Pavilion is almost like walk- 
ing into a friend's living room. 

"The Serendra Pavilion is definitely 
a differentiating factor” Yabut says. 
While residential developments in the 
United States are sold through model 
units, Asian countries such as Hong 
Kong, Singapore, China and now the 
Philippines have taken a bigger, more 
‘extravagant leap with these large and 
expansive showrooms. With a selling 
area of 500 sq. m., it also houses а 
bookstore where people can read and 


purchase specialty books, a play area 
for children to spend time in, and eight 
different model units that showcase 
the works of top Filipino interior de- 
signers. "We designed the Pavilion such. 
that as Serendra grows, we can recor 
struct model units and build up new in- 
teriors without disrupting the flow of 
activity in the main building,” explains 
Yabut. 

"We built the Serendra Pavilion as a 
marketing showroom. The building is 
not intended to distract from that main 
purpose,” says Miranda. Transacting 
business, however, is not the be all and 
end all of the Pavilion. Its wide, out- 
door spaces and play area allow young 


couples to bring their kids along while 
they walk through the pavilion. The 
bookstore, adjacent to the model units, 
showcases design books, which supple- 
ment the experience of walking 
through the already designed areas. 
“The sales pavilion is a focused space," 
Yabut explains. "Rather than dilute its 
purpose with a coffee shop oran actual 
retail area, we intentionally put the 
bookshop to complement the Pavilion's 
main function and still provide a space 
where people can hang out and inter 
act.” 

With the Serendra Pavilion, Ayala Land 
‘once again makes its mark as a pioneer in 
‘community development. The first ofits 


kind in the country it sets the trend in mar- 
keting, customer care and retail architec- 
ture. Complemented by the grandeur of 
the Forts lush and extensive greenery, the 
familiar quality brought about by Filipino- 
inspired architecture and the sensibilities 
‘of European town planning and landscap- + 
ing, the Serendra Pavilion is only the be- 
ginning of what promises to be today’s 
premiere residential and community de- 2 
velopment. x 
For inquiries about Serendra, please; 
call 848-5000 or 849-0551, ore-mailat + 
serendra@ayalaland.com.ph. Located 3 
along 26th Street Bonifacio Global 
City, Taguig, the Serendra Pavilion is 
open daily from 9am to 8pm. 
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Almost all units now 
have garden views 
buta selected few 
will have premium 
add-ons like 
wraparound views 
(from three sides of 
the unit) along with 
full height glass 
windows in the 
master’s bedroom to 
better enjoy the 
allure of Serendra’s 
lush surroundings. 
Owning a unit here 
also makes a perfect 


refuge from the 


hurried life in the city. 
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GUESTS take a look at the Serendra scale model featuring the 
newest addition to the development: District | Sections B and C 
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Special PROJECT 


Renewed interest for Serendra seen 
with the launch of garden view units 


Serendra offers homes with beautiful garden views 


THE RECENT event at Serendra featured hundred-year-old Bonsai trees to highlight the 
development's unique garden concept 
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SALES are expected to reach a high note for 
Serendra, Ayala Land Inc. (ALI) and Commu- 
nity Innovations, Inc. (CID's newest residen- 
tial community development at the Bonifacio 
Global City, as investors and interested home- 
buyers flocked to the recent launching of its 
mew sections with more "Garden View 
units, 

According to Kate Ilagan, ALI senior divi- 
sion manager the garden view feature 
sparked renewed, if not greater interest Гог 
Serendra. "We gained valuable feedback from 
the successful sales turnout of Section A. This. 
actually helped us with the enhancements ap- 
plied in District 1 Sections В and C in Seren- 
dra such as bigger units with generous bal- 
conies.” 

Almost ай units now have garden views but 
selected few will have premium add-ons like 
wraparound views (from three sides of the 
unit) along with full height glass windows in 
the master’s bedroom to better enjoy the al- 
lure of Serendra's lush surroundings. Owning 
а unit here also makes a perfect refuge from. 
the hurried life in the city 

‘The development, composed of low to mid- 
rise sections set amidst wide open spaces and 
various themed gardens, allows a lot of room. 
to play, relax, stroll lounge, or simply hang 
ош. Serendra is designed to give its residents, 
a different lifestyle; a community that is more 
people-oriented, a place where people inter- 
act with one another, a healthy environment. 

Hagan admits that there has been clamor 
for bigger, higher units in other sections of 
Serendra but, “We are all committed to the vi- 
sion of this project. Its concept is unique so we 
feel we should be faithful to it." 

Аз Serendra launches more exciting new 
sections, llagan further asserts, "We remain 
true to our promise and that is what we are 
going to deliver” 
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‘THE FAMILY room at Serendra's special three-bedroom model unit. This unit, designed by Anna Sy, was first opened to the public. 
during the recent launch. 


The Serendra Pavilion: Prelude to a dream community 


From page G3 


intimidating. Something contempo- 
rary and simple that today's young gen- 
eration can identify with.” 

While Serendra may be grand in 
scale, the Pavilion welcomes its pa- 
trons with a tangible familiarity that is 
comfortable and non-threatening. The 
large circular receiving area opens into. 
a large sales lobby, which houses an ex- 
tensive scale model of the development 
аз well as nooks where potential buy- 
ers can interact on а personal level 
with Ayala Land's sales representa- 
tives. What started out as a design in- 
spired by a museum or an art gallery 
slowly evolved into a homey structure, 
which directly translates and shows 


potential buyers the quiet and serene 
lifestyle offered by Serendra. “The at- 
mosphere is very relaxed,” says Miran- 
da, who explains that walking into the 
Serendra Pavilion is almost like walk- 
ing into a friend's living room. 

“The Serendra Pavilion is definitely 
а differentiating factor; Yabut says. 
While residential developments in the 
United States are sold through model 
units, Asian countries such as Hong 
Kong, Singapore, China and now the 
Philippines have taken a bigger, more 
extravagant leap with these large and 
expansive showrooms. With a selling 
area of 500 sq. m. it also houses а 
bookstore where people can read and 


purchase specialty books, a play area 
for children to spend time in, and eight 
different model units that showcase 
the works of top Filipino interior de- 
signers. "We designed the Pavilion such. 
that as Serendra grows, we can recon- 
struct model units and build up new in- 
teriors without disrupting the flow of 
activity in the main building," explains 
Yabut. 

“We built the Serendra Pavilion as a 
marketing showroom. The building is 
not intended to distract from that main 
purpose,” says Miranda. Transacting 
business, however, is not the be all and 
end all of the Pavilion. Из wide, out- 
door spaces and play area allow young 


couples to bring their kids along while 
they walk through the pavilion. The 
bookstore, adjacent to the model units, 
showcases design books, which supple- 
ment the experience of walking 
through the already designed areas. 
“The sales pavilion is а focused space," 
Yabut explains. "Rather than dilute its 
purpose with a coffee shop or an actual 
retail area, we intentionally put the 
bookshop to complement the Pavilion's 
main function and still provide a space. 
where people can hang our and inter- 
bis 

With the Serendra Pavilion, Ayala Land 
once again makes its mark as a pioneer in 
community development. The first of its 


kind inthe country it sets the rend in mar- 
keting, customer care and retail architec- 
ture. Complemented by the grandeur of 
the Forts lush and extensive greenery, the. 
familiar quality brought about by Filipino- 
inspired architecture and the sensibilities 
‘of European town planning and landscap- 
ing, the Serendra Pavilion is only the be- 
ginning of what promises to be todays 
premiere residential and community de- 
velopment. 

For inquiries about Serendra, please 
call 848-5000 or 849-0551, or e-mail at 
serendra@ayalaland.com.ph. Located 
along 26th Street Bonifacio Global 
City, Taguig, the Serendra Pavilion 15 
open daily from 9am to 8pm. 


